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CHAP. I. 

*' Oh ! gGod old man ' how well in thee appears. 
The constant service of the antique world. 
When service sweat for duty, not for meed ! " 

As You Like It. 



" If to do, were as easy as to know what were good to do, 
chapels had heen churches, and poor men's cottages, princes* 
palaces. — It is a good divine that follows his own instructions :— 
I can easier teach twenty what were gootl to he done, than he 
one of the twenty to follow mine own teaching." 

The Merchant of Venice. 

Eleonora slept but little that nigbt^ the 
strange scene of which she bad been a wit- 
nessj^ in the garden^ frequently recurring 
to her imagination, and breaking her 
slumbers. 
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When breakfast was bronght to her in 
the closet adjoining to her chamber^ Gillian 
informed her that Cyprian wished to see 
her previously to hts departure^ which had 
been appointed for that dtaj. She desired 
that he might be sent to her» and in a few 
minutes he entered her presence. 

^* Well, my good friend," said Eleonora, 
as soon as she beheld him, ^'you must 
then quit me? you know not how it 
grieves my heart to part fr^m one so firmly 
attache^ to the interests of my unfortunate 
family as you are ; but Lady Blunt con- 
ducts herself towards me with so great 
kindness,, that I dare not appear to impose 
upon her goodness, by asking her permis- 
sion for you to remain here.'' 

^' 1 am glad^ you have not done so, my 
dear young Lady," replied Cyprian; *'for 
I think that I can be of infinitely greater 
service to your feelings elsewhere than 1 
could be here." — He paused* 

"How so? where do you mean?" in- 
quired Eleonora. 

^^ Why, " returned the old man, ^^ I am 
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She qaitted her station^ and in a short 
time reached the honse^ 

On entering it she was met by Lady 
Bhint. ^' I shall sup with yon to-night^ 
my dear Eleonora^** she said ; ^^ Sir Sigts* 
mnnd is so well as to dispense with my so^ 
ciety this evening.*' The table was already 
spread in an apartment adjoining to the 
castle-hall ; they seated themselves at it, 
and Eleonora was well satisfied to find 
that Sir Hildebrand did not join them at 
their repast. 

When the servants were retired. Lady 
Blant said, "To-morrow you will become 
known to Sir Sigismund ; he will to-mor- 
row again inix with his family ; indeed, I 
believe he would have done so a few days 
ago, but for a religious reason — about a 
week before yoiir arrival, our family- priest 
paid the debt of nature ; we have not yet 
been able to replace him, and Sir Sigismund 
feels a reluctance to mix with sodety till 
he has attended the celebration of mass 
in our private chapel. To-morrow morn- 
ing, 
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ing, a holy man from a neighbouring mo- 
nastery comes hither for the express pur- 
pose of performing this important office, 
and receiving the confessions of such of our 
household as wish for this communication 
with him. Tn our religion^ Eleonora^ 
we cannot feel happy unless one of the 
members of our household be a reverend 
man, whose holy function authorises him 
to administer to us the ceremonies of our 
faith; and of these the unfortunate death 
of our lamented Cyril has lately deprived 
us." 

A silence ensued — Lady Blunt broke it : 
" O how venerable a man was our beloved 
Father Cyril!" she exclaimed; *'0 how 
truly did he act the part of a father towards 
us all! Conviction of the right flowed 
from his tongae in its most persuasive 
tones; the impression which his actions 
and his arguments alike made on the heart, 
few have . the fortitude or eloquence to 
equal." 

" Could you have heard my poor father 

m 
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in his religious office^*" replied Eleonora, 
struggling with her tears ; /* but the dif- 
ference of your opinions has prevented 
that." . 

" It has, my love," replied Lady Tho- 
madne; "but you must not consider, that 
because Sir Sigismund and myself are warm 
adherents to the faith in which we both 
have been born and educated, that the 
slightest degree of asperity rankles in our 
bosoms against those who profess opposite 
opinions to our^own; if you do, great is 
the injustice which you render us ; we are 
both, I trust,. too good members of Chris- 
tianity to bear enmity against such of our 
fellow-beings as endeavour to approach 
towards Heaven by a different path fi-om 
that in which we judge it right to tread." 

" With such liberal sentiments on your 
part," answered Eleonora, "I am more 
than ever surprised that a familiar inter- 
course should not have subsisted between 
you and my parents; for the spirit of my 
father is of all others the most indulfi^ent 

V01-. II. c toifards 



26 THE UNKNOWN. 

towards every «ect which acknowledges the 
existence of a supreme Creator." 

" I know it, know .it well/* returned 
Lady Blant, tenderly; ^^ Latimer is a rela- 
tive whom I venerate, and whoqa I Jove: 
Sir Sigismnnd discouraged the intercourse 
which in the early part of our lives sub- 
sisted between us/' 

" Sir Sigismnnd then dislikes my father," 
said Eleonora. 

*^ Not so,'* repKed Lady Blunt; "Oh 
ho ! Sir Sigismund never speaks of him 
but with respect and praise ; far from dis- 
liking, he pities him, and laments his pre- 
sent misfortunes ; were it in his power to 
serve him, I am certain that he would not 
suffer any obstacle to withhold him from 
exerting himself in his cause. To you, 
my love, I will not scruple to confess that 
there are irreconcileable features in Sir 
Sigismund*s character; he is a good, a 
worthy man, but his motives are often in- 
scrutable, incomprehensible!** 

*^ Would he, indeed, serve my dear fa- 
ther!** exclaimed Eleonora, unable to re- 
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certain, that although yoar saint-like dis- 
b ppaition withholds you from giving tongue 

to all the paipfal feelings of your heart, 
that you are, like myself, not a little 
wretched that no information has reached 
us concerning the fate of my beloved mas- 
teip. The indulgence of wrijting to you, or 
to any of bis friends, is, I doubt not, inte^^ 
dieted to him ; for under this restriction I 
remember that he laboured when the father 
of our present cruel sovereign, influenced 
by the evil cAunsels of the crafty Gardiner, 
condemned him to imprisonment within 
^ ^ the same wajls where he now exists an in- 

npcent captive. I have therefore resolved 
to proceed to London ; it may be possible 
that I may find the means of gaining ac- 
cess to his ^.presence, ^nd consoling him 
with my assurances of the kind reception 
which has been given you undei: thi$ root ; 
at all events, I 9hall be able to learn, from 
the rumour of report, what we feaye to 
hope, what to fear, for bij»^ and of com- 
municating this intelligence to youJ" 

B.2 ^^Kind,. 
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"Kind, affectionate man!*' exclaimed 
Eleonora, pressing Cyprian's hand in her's 
as sh« spoke, ^* how shall I ever be able 
to requite you for the interest which you 
take in the fate of my poor father?'* 

" I am already requited," replied Cyprian, 
"and am discharging a debt of gratitude 
to your father, which I owe to him, and to 
all who are.connecled with him — ^Did not 
his family rear me from my infancy? — 
did they not increase their kindness to me, 
by assisting me to support my aged pa- 
rents ? — has not our worthy Bishop him- 
self raised me to the office of confidence 
which I now hold under him ? — has he 
not condescended to let me share even his 
friendship? — and is there any act of mine 
which is capable of lightening but a fea- 
ther's weight the sufferings of either him- 
self or you, of which it would not be a 
mark of the blackest ingratitude in me to 
withhold the performance ? " 

The tears burst into the eyes of Eleonora 
at this address on the part of the old man ; 
and it was with difficulty that he could re- 
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Strain his from overflowing with the tide 
of sensibility which swelled his heart. 

Eleonora passed a considerable time in 
conversation with her humble friend; 
when he rose to quit her, "Heaven, 
Heaven smile on thine endeavours ! " she 
exclaimed. " I need not charge thee with 
any message to my dear parents, in case it 
should be thy good fortune to behold 
them ; the heart of their Eleonora is the 
same as when they were torn from her ; . 
towards them it ever will be the same ; 
agonized by their sorrows, exulting in 
their, joys ; — O may the season of their 
joys be once more permitted to return t '^ 
Again the tears ran streaming down her 
cheeks, and rendered her words' almost in- 
articulate. 

Promising to convey to her the first in- 
telligence which he should have the means 
of sending, Cyprian bade her an affec- 
tionate and respectful farewell, and de- 
parted. 

The train of Eleonora*s sorrowful je- 

flections 
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flections were broken in upon by an 
invitation sent her from Lady Blunt, to 
accoinpany her in a morning walk. Con- 
sidering that not only the refreshing air, 
but also the society of her geiitle friend, 
would be of service to her spirits, she 
joyfully accepted the proposal, and went 
down to meet hen 

Lady Thomasine's walks, she found, 
were, almost without exception, confined 
to the gardens of castle Oower ; she had 
a nursery of plants, to which it was one 
of her principal amusements to attend ; and 
an aviary of select birds, which had an 
equal share of those hours which she 
devoted to relaxation : she informed Eleo- 
nora, that her time being principally passed 
alone, indeed almost entirely without any 
companion of her own sex, she experienced 
pleasure in having her mind occupied by 
these innocent recreations. 

Every additional minute which Eleo- 
nora passed in the society of Lady Tho- 
masi]!ie afforded her fresh instances of the 

gentleness 
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geatleness and amiability of her soul; add 
she could not be sufficiently thankful to 
Heaven for having given her a protectress 
possessed of manners so bland and vir- 
tuous. 

As they proceeded along a path which 
ran parallel with the walls of the castle^ 
Lady Blunt^ suddenly withdrawing her arm 
from that of Eleonora, through which it 
had been passed^ stopped immediately 
under the turret, which the occurrences of 
the preceding night had led Eleonora to 
regard as a spot of some mystery; and 
rmiBg her eyestowards it, she said, ''Poor 
fellow ! don't you hear his bewailings ?" 

Eleonora Ikt^ied, and heard the plain- 
tive voice of one, who appeared to be 
almost weeping, singing a most melancholy 
air. " Who is it, Madamn?" she eagerly 
inquired. 

" Poor Edwin, Sir Hildebrand^s page," 
returned L^dy Blunt ; '' the boy whom you 
heard him yesterday command to be kept 
a prisoner in his chamber till to-day at the 

i^me 
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same hour : the faighest room in this turret 
is his apartment.*' 

^^ Is it possible that Sir Hildebrand ha9 
not yet released and forgiven the offence, 
of one so yonng ?" said Eleonora. 

" Sir Hildt;brand*6 temper is very vio- 
lent/' replied Lady Blnnt^ with a sigh. 

^^ Pardon me, my dear madam/' rejoined 
Eleonora, " if I venture to say, that I 
think it a violence amounting, almost to 
cruelty, if that poor boy has had no sus* 
tenance since yesterday noon, nor will be 
permitted any till that hour returns.'' 

Lady Blunt sighed again, and more deeply 
than before. 

^^ Do you think lie has been without 
food or drink for the course of that time?" 
asked Eleonora. 

" Oh, yes," replied Lady Blunt, " no. 
one dares to disobey Sir Hildebrand'^ 
commands." 

Eleonora was sensibly touched by the 
sufferings of poor Edwin, aiid said, *^ Surely, 
if yon, his mother, were to condescend to. 

interfere 
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interfere with Sir Hildebrand, he could 
not refuse your request. 

" It would be of no' avail," answered 
Lady Thomasine ; ^^ if I were not certain 
of this, I should undoubtedly speak to him 
in his behalf, because I feel apprehensive 
that £dwin*s punishment may continue till 
night, for my son passes the day from 
home ; and as he will not be here at the 
hour of noon to sanction the act, no one 
will have the courage to let the boy out of 
his prison, or to supply his wants.*' 

"O Heavens!" exclaimed Eleonora; 
'^ in the course of that time he will faint, 
nay, almost die with want. Would 1 could 
see Sir Hildebraud, that I might myself 
endeavour to make an impression on his 
heart in the poor boy's favour." 

" No, do ngt ; pray do not attempt it," 
said Lady Blunt, regarding Eleonora with 
tenderness as she spoke* 

For some moments they both ceas<ed 
speaking, during which their eyes were 
fixed on the window of Edwin s chamber, 

B 5 r and 
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and they listened with pity to his sobs and 
murmurs. 

Footsteps passing behind her, attracted 
the attention of Eleonora ; and on look-*- 
ing round, she beheld Sir Hildebrand 
equipped for his visit, and attended by a 
couple of his servants; by the direction 
in which he was moving, she knew him 
to be proiceeding towards the stables ; if, 
therefore, she did not avail herself of the 
present moment to intercede for the page, 
she knew that for the remainder of the 
day he must . unavoidably be condemned 
to misery; she accordingly flew towards 
him. Sir Hildebrand perceived her ap- 
proach, and slackened his pace, but with- 
out any salutation or mark of complacency 
calculated to give her courage in uttering 
her petition. 

^' Pardon me. Sir Hildebrand,** she said ; 
*^ I come to you a petitioner — ^I have a 
request to make of you.'* Her voice fal- 
tered, and she paused. 

'^For iwhat?** exclaimed Sir Hildebrand^ 
unmoved. "v Your 



"Yonr page, Edwin," resumed Eleo- 
nora; ^^ grant me your permission for bis 
dnlargementw'* ^ 

A smile stole over the features of Sir 
Hildebrand; but it was a smile which 
rather bespoke contempt of the sympathy 
which she expressed in the fate of the suf- 
ferer than aceordande in her feelings. For 
some moments he stood viewing her with 
a fixed stare, which drew the mantling 
blood of confusion into her face ; and then 
turning to his domestics, he said, ^^Go one 
of you, and let the boy out; but give him 
to understand, that he does not owe his 
enlargement to my forgiveness, but to 9 
lady's tender feeUngs ;^ on these last words 
he laid a satirical emphasis; and T^hen the 
servant was gone, he add6d> •'* Remember, 
Lady, you are a boon in dif^bt to me, for 
the condescension I have shown you;'' and 
increasing his smile^ he left her. 

Eleonora was delighted that she had 
obtained her request; but the sentence 
which Sir Hildebrand had addressed to her 

as 
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as be quitted ber^ was a considerable draw-' 
back npon ber pleasure; sbe, however/ 
forbore to tell Lady Blunt more tban that 
she bad obtained Edwin's release. 

As they proceeded in their walk^ Eleo^ 
nora felt extremely desirous of learning 
something from Lady Bkmt.re&pecting the 
apartment in which she bald on the preced- 
ing evening seen the light, after she had 
supposed all, the family retired to rest; 
she^ however, considei*ed that it might be 
deemed an impertinence in hev to. make a 
direct inquiry to that purport, and was, 
therefore, obliged tp confine herself to 
such questions as she believed might lead 
to. a developenient of the truth* 

In the turret were only two windows 

4 

visible from the garden^ and the apsCrtments 
of Eleonora; the one through which the 
V light had shone, and another above it^. 
which she had jtist learned from Lady. 
Thomasine to be the . chapiber . of the 
page. 

" That apartment,'' she said, ** beneath 

the 
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the page's^ which hxis a ddor that opens 
upon the steps leading into the garden^ is 
most delightfully situated.^' 

^' I think it is a pleasant apartment/' re- 
plied Lady Blant. 

" I suppose it is the apartment of Sir 
Hildebrand/' rejoined Eleonora, ^^as bis. 
page sleeps in the chamber above it?*' 

^ No," replied Lady Blunt, " that apart- 
ment is not occupied at all." 

Eleonora now felt more surprised than 
ever; the apartment not occupied^ and 
< still she had seen two persons issue from' 

it, and shortly again return to it ! 

They at this moment reached the aviary ; 
the attentions of Lady Blunt to her fa- 
vourite birds gave a turn to the conversa- 
tion, and Eleonora durst not again revive it. 

When they returned to the house,^Lady 
Blunt went to visit her husband in his 
apartment, and Eleonora seated herself in 
I the air, near the enti*ance into.tbe castle: 

she had not taken her seat many niinutes 
ere she observed a youth, whom she imme- 
diately 
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diately recollected to %be the page EdwiHy 
rnnning towards herl had she not prer 
vented the humiliation^ he would have 
fallen on his knees before her ; his fervent 
thanks for her interposition in his favour, 
be poured forth in the simple and tender 
1 anguage of the heart 

'^ What was the offence which you had 
yesterday committed, to . draw upon you 
the anger of Sir Hildebrand?** asked 
Eleonora. 

** Why, my Lady,'* Tetume^ the boy, 
^^ the matter wherein I disobliged him, I 
am now more than ever convinced was not 
a fault;* 

^^ Indeed I*' said Eleonora* 

" Yes, I am quite certain of it,*' he re- 
plied ; '^ I am sure, when I look in your 
face, that you could not commit a fault ; 
and I drew Sit* Ilildebrand^s anger upon 
me, by shewing the same kindness to a 
poor dog, that you have to-day conferred 
on me.** 

** How was that?** inquired Eleonora* 

*^ Yesterday 
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" Yesterday morning, in the Chace, '* 
resomed Edwin, ^^one of Sir Hildebrand's 
dogs disobeyed a signal which he made to 
him ; and so he tied him to a tree, and 
flowed him very, very much indeed, with 
his whip." 

« Well, Edwin ?" said Eleonora. 

« Why, m, Udy - coatioaed ie boy, 
*^ when I saw the blood start from his sides^ 
I was so sorry, stnd so hurt, that I untied 
the string with which he was bound to the 
tree, and let him go/* 

Eleonora was delighted with Edwin's 
humanity^ and said, '^ your fault was trivial 
indeed!" 

" Pardon me, my Lady ; it must not be 
called a fault,** returned Edwin ; " I have 
told you why already.** 

Eleonora smiled. 

" Yes, indeed^ I know I am right,** added 
the page; " you have preserved me, as T 
did the poor dog; and I see, without 
Jknowing it, that I acted like an angel.'* 

Eleonora commended the laudable prin« 

ciples 
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ciples of his hearty in which she admonish- 
'ed him ever to persevere ; and did not quit 
him till she was informed that the mid-day. 
repast was served np in the castle-hall. 

When Eleonora retired in the evening 
to her chamber^ she dismissed Gillian^ and 
placed herself by her window^ expecting 
again to behold the figures which she had 
seen on the former one ; but the hour pass- 
ed away, and they did not appear. The 
air was cold, a thick rain was falling to the 
earth, and she conjectured that this might 
be the cause of their absence. 

The succeeding day rose in ,cold and 
dewy damps, caused by the rain, which 
had fallen during the whole of the night, « 
and prevented both Eleonora and Lady 
Blunt from visiting the garden till after the 
mid-day repast. To the former, the dinner- 
hour brought with it sensations of an 
unpleasant nature; it compelled her to 
encounter Sir Hildebrand, and the sentence 
with which he had parted from her on the 
preceding morning rendered her somewhat 

reluctant 
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reluctant to meet him ; he was, however, 
as deficient as usaal in attentions, both to 
his mother arid herself ; she believed that 
she caught his eye fixed once or twice^ 
with an expression of inward satisfaction, 
upon her coantenance ; but she hoped that 
those apprehensions of him with which 
his uncouth manners bad inspired her did 
but create the idea. 

In the evening, Eleonora went, for the 
first time, alone into the garden ; she stroll*- 
ed towards the river, and mounted a little 
eminence overhanging its waters, where 
she found a seat, shaded at the back like an 
arbour, with the intertwined branches of 
the ozier and the hazel, ^nd canopied by 
the feathery foliage of a weeping willow, 
which threw its drooping honours across 
it. She was pleased by the rusticity of the 
spotj and seated herself upon the bench. 
The sun was sinking towards the lower 
world, and the shadow of this earth steal- 
ing gradually across the river, till it reached 
the forest beyond ; and then climbing up 

the 
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the sloping sides of the hills which formed 
the distance of the landscape ; ultimately 
chasing away the last beams of the 
reixilgent planet that hung trembling on 
their summits^ and drawing over them the 
purple yeil of evening. How serene* how 
solemn, how enchanting, was the scene ! 
how enviable a tranqnillity did it diffuse 
over the mind of the beholder ! Eleonora 
acknowledged its influence with the 
soothing tears of admiration. 

The stillness was intermpted by the 
sound of distant voices ; in a few minutes 
more Eleonora heard a gentle . cadence^ 
which informed her that the persons were 
singing— the sounds proceeded from the 
river, and she was presently able to dis- 
tinguish some words of their song, which 
would alone have informed her that the 
singers were fishermen, had she not already 
caught a view of their boat winding round 
an arm of the river ; she perceived that 
they were three in number, that they were 
suffering their little bark to glide down the 

stream 
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stream with the tide, and were throwihg 
their nets at intervals as it proceeded. 

They presently ceased to sing, and Eleo- 
nora learned from their conversation that 
their sport had been indifferent. When 
they were within a stone's throw of her, 
she saw one of them draw up a net, and 
at the same time heard him exclaim, 
'* Here's something, however!'* 

" A trout, and a fine one too, Nicholas," 
cried one of his companions* 

"Marry, is it," returned the first 
speaker ; " and did yon see that other fish 
jump out upon the top of the water, as I 
hauled in my net ? just, for all the world, 
as if it had a mind to take a last peep at 
its companion." 

** Perhaps it was his wife,** said the 
second. 

"No, no," rejoined the first; "if so 
be that fish have the same kind of con- 
nexions that we Christians have, I think it 
most likely that it was his sweetheart — 

your 
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your wives seldom foUow their husbands 
so far into danger." 

They laughed at their companion's remark, 
who continued thus — " He is a fine fellow 
of a fish, I must say for him ; and to see 
how he gasps and pants, I cant help 
thinking but he looks like a disappointed 
lovef." 

Scarcely had the fisherman uttered these 
words, ere a voice, which proceeded from 
a part of the garden immediately beneath 
the eminence where Eleonora was seated, 
exclaimed, "Pray sell me that fish!" 

The fisherman replied with the greatest 
respect in the affirmative ; and directing 
his companions to row their boat towards 
the shore, addressed the person who had 
spoken to him, inquiring, " Whether he 
should kill the fish, and prepare it for 
cooking ? " 

'^No, no, do not kill it; I charge you 
not to kill it," eagerly exclaimed the per- 
son on shore. The tones of his voice in- 
formed 
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formed Eleonora that he was a man ; her 
situation was such, that he was entirely 
obsenred from her sight. 

The purchaser of the fish having paid 
the price demanded for it, said, *^ Now it 
is mine, throw it again into the river ah've, 
and be careful that yon do not hurt it in 
so doing.** 

The fisherman obeyed; and as his 
companions again pushed off the boat into 
the middle of the river, he returned his 
thanks to the person on shore, for the 
liberality of his reward, by the name of 
Sir Sigismund« • 

"Sir Sigismnndl" echoed the heart of 
Eleonora ; " is it Sir Sigismund who has 
performed this compassionate action?** 
and desirous of beholding him, now she 
had been witness of an act so creditable to 
his feelings, she crept towards the edge of 
the eminence on which she had been seat- 
ed; as she reached it, she heard him 
exclaim, *' Thank Heaven, that I have 
this day bestowed happiness on one of its 

created 



■-»s 
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created beings." This sound was instantly 
followed by that of his receding footsteps ; 
and after a few seconds she beheld him 
moving along a walk in the garden at some 
distance from her; the remaining light of 
day was barely snfficient for her to observe . 
that he was of the middle height^ and 
wrapped in a cloke which w^ thrown 
across his shoulders. 

For some minutes she stood reflecting on 
the occurrence which she hajd just over- 
heard ; it was one that delighted her, as 
it entirely changed the unfavourable opi* 
nion which she had, she could not herself 
accQunt why, taken up of Sir Sigismund,^ 
from the reports which she had received c^ 
the gloominess of his character- The in* 
distinctness with which she beheld objects,^ 
as she, endeavoured to follow the figqre of 
Sir Sigismund with her eyes, warned her 
that it was time; for her to return to the 
castle ; the raven wings of evening wei-e 
quickly expanding, and the trembling twi- 
light fading beneath their gloomy influence. 

She 
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press her tears ; ^* wonld he^ indeed, serve 
him ? O pardon me, my dearest madam, 
for eagerly catching at the very shadow of a 
hope which might alleviate my father s fate 
— -conld nothing be aflfected by means of Sir 
Sigismund's affinity to Lord Henrys Fitzroy, 
who is the brother of that sovereign from 
whose asperity his sufferings flow?'* 

*^ Oh, my love,'* relarned Lady Slant, 
" were the voice of Lord Fitzroy employed 
in his canse, it would but fan the flame 
which flow tfarealerrs htm; implacable is 
the hati*ed which exists betwten the royal 
Mary and her father s son." 

Bleotlora sighed, and their conversa-- 
tion was interrupted by the entrance of 
a servant, who came to inform Lady &lunt 
that the Fkther Ignatius Would attend on 
the foDowitig morning, at six o'clock, for 
the performance of mass. ^ 

They shortly after retired to rest, and 
Eteonora passed a night of greater com- 
posure than she had yet doii6 since her 
separation from her parents. 

c 2 CHAP- 
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CHAP. U. 



(( 



Then, oh, yon blessed minisjters above ! 

Keep me in patience, and in ripen'd time 

Unfold the evil which is here wrapt np 

In coimte&ance." 

Shakspearb. 



jC€ 



Shapes that walk 



At dead of night." 

Aksnsidib. 

Eleonora was awakened on the following 
morning bf tones of the softest mvsic 
stealing upon her senses. The moment 
Gillian entered her chamber, she inquired 
of her whether she could inform her from 
whence they proceeded,, and found that 
they issued from the chapel of the castle, 
where mass was then performing, and that 
its celebration was attended by various 
instruments of music. 

Whilst 
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Whilst GiAian was assisting her mistress 
in dressing, "Pray, my Lady," she said, 
<< have yoa never seen the chapel since 
yon have been here ? " 

Eleonora replied in the negative. 

*^ Dear-a*me, my Lady ! well, I wonder 
yon have not had the curiosity to take a 
peep at it,** returned Gillian ; " there are 
such delightful pictures in it ! there's one 
^ that ^ves an inscription^ as I may say, of 
the punishments of the wicked hereafter, 
that is done so beautifully, it is enough to 
frighten one out of one's seven senses to 
look at it ; and another, that they tell me 
is the death-bed of a sinner, with a coun- 
tenan<7e so charmingly miserable, that it 
perpetrates to one's very heart. If you 
have a mind to go and take a look now 
whihH: service is performing, I know the 
way into a gallery over one end of the 
chapel, where we can get a peep." 

" On no account," replied Eleonora ; 
** 1 will not hazard interrupting any one 

in 
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in tbw? d^otipas in wbidsi I do sot myself 
tWskitriglittojoin;' 

^' O ^mf^ t^re fiauld h^ dq hapia in a 
peep," answered Oiltk^n; *^*A est way 
look at liking/ w tbe prpv? rbt wyft ; and 
^e sl^qld op}y take an art^fioisl ^wce at 
tl^ plsMC?, and those t))at are io it^'' 

Eileoiiora was steady in r^si^g feo cow- 
ply witb her atl^nd^nt'cb pf^o^WNMs } but 
4dded> '^ Tliia^: as sl^ hf^d never b»d ftn 
opportunity ^ beheading 9> oh^p^l d^vpted 
to the {Iqmaii CatboUQ ri^ligipm ibo (bonld 
^il^ very wwii to t^kie 9 view af k wbdn 
the semc^ wae dnded^ and ^e bQQs^bold 
of the castle had retii^ed froia H i'' ^d 
directed GiUiaA tp giye ber notioe when 
this was the ca%e. 

Gillian wasspimctnal vo^ cywiveying ber 

the inforqaatipfl ; s^^^ qpnduQted by b^> 
I^leopora entered the chapel tbrpngh* a 
door und^ the gaUery : the beauty of the 
pl^e infinitely exceeded what she had ex- 
pected to behold, s it wa» ^ s trilling speci- 
men 
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men of aimpLe and elegant taste— ^the floor 
was of chequered marble^ the roof and 
sides of a ligbt grey stone^ the latter inter- 
sected ast equal distances with religious 
paintings, surrounded by mosaic borders 
of the most exquisite workmanship ; the 
fttrniture of tke altar^ the seats^ the chairs, 
and the cushions to kneel upon, were of a 
dark blue velvet, ornamented witb silver 
fringe : the effect of the whole was pecu- 
liarly attractive and pleasing. 

Eleonara advanced towards the altar; 
above it was suspended between a double 
row of silver branches, in which wax tar 
pers weie faoming, a painting which claim^ 
ed alike her admiradon and her sympathy 
.-^it represented the Saviour of the worid, 
crowned with. thorns, and snbnntting with 
the meekest resignation to the insults of 
the unfeeling and unbelieving populace; 
it brought to the mind of the observer 
recollections which claim^ e<^ually the gra^ 
titude of the Catholic and the Protestant 
heartr*-4he paintar had handled hfo snlgect 

with 
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with success — the canvas appeared little 
short of animation. 

With her ideas entirely absorbed in the 
picture, stood Eleonora, till a deep sigh 
roused her fron^ her trance of thought ; 
she turned round her head, supposing it 
to have been uttered by Gillian ; but she 
found that Gillian, having led her to the 
spot which she had considered as worthy 
of her inspection, and which she 'had at 
some other time sufficiently examined for 
her own pleasure^ had quitted her. The 
sigh was repeated ; and Eleonora now 
believed that it had proceeded from the lips 
of some one who was divided from the 
chapel by a door of a dark brown wainscot, 
which she perceived on one side of the 
altar;. and to which a single step, com- 
posed of the same material as the door 
itself, led. 

Eleonora had, undoubtedly, heard that 
confession formed a part of the religion of 
the Roman Catholics ; buf entirely unac- 
quainted with the nature of a place of 

worship 
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Worship sach as she was now in, she had 
not the remotest idea that the door she 
beheld excladed from her sight a being in 
the act of performing that duty. 

Whilst 'her eyes were yet directed to- 
wards the door^ it was slowly opened, and 
the step descended by a man handsomely 
dressed^ who appeared between forty.five 
and fifty years of age ; his figure was good, 
his countenance more than usually^ hand- 
some, hnt strongly marked with the ex- 
pression of a mind deeply sorrowing, or 
ill at ease, within itself. 

The moment Eleonora beheld him, a 
suspicion flashed upon her senses, that he 
could be no other than Sir Sigismunjl 
Blnnt ; and the sound of his voice, when 
he addressed her, immediately confirmed 
her opinion. 

Sir Sigismund had advanced some steps 
into the chapel before he observed her; 
then raising his eyes from the ground, on 
which they had before been bent, and fix- 
ing them upon her countenance, a violent ' ' 

c 5 stait 
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Start shook hh irwm% a^d be ei;clf^med« 
'^ Mercifal Gc4i whom do I behold ! tirbo, 
or what art th^u ? speak-r^p^k^^^I es- 
treat thee, ^pieak!** 

Alariwd by bi^ ioa«i)e?^ Kleooiwa trem- 
blingly a»d fouiteffii^ly vepUe4 "J wnplqire 
your pa^dom if I bftve offended or iotor. 
roftfed you ;^ w^n I eptered the cbapeU I 
balievedvOp oiie tK> be wi^bip it*** 

Still Sir SigisfQiySid kept his ey^s fi^ed 
on her 8 ; softer a 9bort paus^e^ dilfiog wbi^h 
he appeared to ha^e bq^p GpHoctlng bis 
recoUective facnlti^s^ h^ sigain repeated, 
" Who are you r " 

Faintly Clep^Qo^a ^t^a^meted. out her 
name. 

*^ Are you Eleonora l^atiirier ?'* re^^ifned 
SirSigismnnd; bi^ advanced towards her, 
and taking her hand in his, he said, " Par- 
don the strange ad.<^ess with, which I have 
greeted you at o^r fii^st introdu^tioiv to 
each other ;'' he pressed t;he hand which 
he held in bi^^ and continued, '* you know 
not how^ strongly your person' brought to 

my 



>' 
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my memory^ oae, oooe most yalned and 
esteemed by me; so great in tbe resem*^ 
blance which yoa bear to her^ that at the 
first moment of my beholding yon^ I be^ 
lieved you the aerial shadow of her sainted 
fiorm. My spirits are weak, Lady, and 
ideas which a stronger mind would deride 
HA the o&pring of folly, are become pain- 
fully habitual to my senses.** 

He appeared to wait fot her reply. 
Eleonora knew not what to aarawer, and 
continued sileDt.. 

Sir S%ismiiod spoke agaki-^^^ Accept 
my welcome beneath this roof; that yon 
are unfortunate, is a sufficient claim fov 
you upon my services and my protection, 
were you not the relative of my wife." 

^'The obligation which I sfaail lie under 
to your benevolence^'^ returned lEleodora, 
** is greater than I shall ever have it in my 
ability to repay." 

^^ It is at this moment in< your power," 
returned Sir Sigismund earnestly, ^'to 
throw the oUigation entirely upon me; 

will 
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I 

will yoa consent to perform this kitidnesff 
towards me?*' 

" I do not comprehend your request, '* 
returned Eleonora. 

"Confer on me,*' resumed Sir Sigis- 
mund, *^ the favour of not making the 
surprise with which my first observation of 
your person affected me, the subject of 
your conversation to any individual being; 
and you will bind nle to you in an eternal 
debt of gratitude.'* 

"The request is too trivial for me to 
merit your gratitude for my compliance, " 
answered Eleonora; "were i to transgress 
It, I should be amply worthy of that scorn 
from you, of which I trust you will tiever 
find me deserving. It shall not be srpoken 
of by me.'* 

Sir Sigismund returned her his warmest 
thanks, repeated to her his promises of 
protection, and then led her into an apart* 
ment where Lady Blunt was expecting the 
assemblage of the family at breakfast. 

There was an undefinable something 

both 



both in the countenance and manners of 
Sir Sigisniund^ wh^ch interested every one 
who beheld or conversed with him ; while 
to most it appeared evident that he labour- 
ed under some secret, some painfnl impres- 
sion, for which the humane pitied him, and 
the unfeeling ridiculed what they termed 
the weakness of his nature. 

Short, very short as had been Eleonora's 
acquaintance with him, to n6 one was the 
unhappy state of his mind more clearly 
laid open than to herself; and sincere was 
the pity which she already felt for him. 
Of the benevolence of his nature she had 
received one instance in the friendly pro- 
mises which he had made to herself, and a 
still more unequivocal one had met her 
knowledge on the preceding evening". 
There were, she considered, doubtless, 
many who would deride the humanity 
which he had displayed in saving the life 
of an irrational animal, as the effect of a 
pusillanimous tenderness of heart,* partaK- 
ing strongly of an affectation of feeling ; 

but 
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bat thia she wa& herself conacious caould 
not have beea the: case^ as he had ^been 
niiacquaiated that hia action had been 
kaawB to anj one but the fishermen, 
whose minda were not auffidentljr refined 
either to consider or to eatiinaAe . hia mo- 
tive; and on diis acco«nt she honoured 
him for ti conduct of which^ under oppo- 
site circumstances^ she would probably 
have thought very differently.. 

At dinner, Eleonora, for the first time, 
beheld Sir Sigiajomnd and his son Hilde- 
brand in society with each other; and she 
could not forbear observing how contrary 
to the usual manners of a parent and a 
son were those of Sir Hildebrand and his 
father* Instead of compliance on the part 
of Sir Hildebrand with the inclinations of 
bis parent^ or any endeavour to please, or 
to oblige him, it was evident that Sir 
Sjgismund*s prindpal study was to meet and 
to obviate the wishea of his son ; whilst he 
betrayed visible marks of apprehension 
lest his constant endeavours to this end 
should not produce the desired effect of 
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restroioiag bia tetaper witbm the bounds 
of tolerable placidit]^* 

The preaeuGCi baweveii of the Father 
Ignatius, who had vi&ited Caatle Gower for 
the purpose of celebrating imsSf and had 
been entreated b; Sir Sigisuund to remain 
and read the vesqpersi a& the day was Sun- 
day, and he felt a dialike to its passing 
without a second time performing his de« 
votiona in the chapel with his family, 
appeared some restraint upon the surly and 
tempestuous pas»ons of Sir Hildebrand!s 
sQu^ which shone; f^h as eonspicuousty 
a^ it was possible ^ tbein to do in so an 
inexpiie^siye counten^jace as bis ; and Eleo- 
nora remarked,, tha^ when^er hia eye was 
tarned upon his father, it waa with a dis-** 
satisfied and unfeeling stare« 

When the hour of rediing fa rest ar- 
rived, Jglconora, who^ during the evening, 
had been, oppressed by a violmt head-ache, 
suffered Gilban to undress hf'jr, o^d pbce 
her. in bed ; when, rested Cfu hefi: piUo w> she 
found it too welcome a relief to tbe tern* 

porary 
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porafy malady under which she wbs k- 
bonring, to rise from' it in order to watdh 
the tun*et with which she had received 
cause to believe some hlystery connected ; 
and the night accordingly passed without 
her making any farther observations. 

On the following afternoon, whilst Eleo- 
nora was reading in the closet adjoining to 
her chamber, her attention was attracted 

* • • • 

by an unconlmonly swe^t and soft voice, 
which she heard singing a plaintive air : it 
proceeded from the garden, and sfbe at first 
believed it to be the voice of a female; 
but on looking out, she perceived that the 
songster was the page, Edwin, who was 
seated on the last of the - steps leading to 
the door in the turret; and as he sung, he 
cast his eyes repeatedly towards the win- 
dow in which Eleonora had, a few nights 
before, beheld a light. 

When Edwin had finished his song, he 
still continued sitting on the, step, and 
looking wistfully towards the casement 

above his head« 

Eleonora 
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Eleonora entertained a wish to increase 
her acquaintance with the youth, and ac- 
cordingly, thi^owing her stole over her, 
she went down into the garden ; as she 
approached him, " That is a very melan- 
choly song which you have been singing, 
Edwin," she said* 

*' Yes, very melancholy indeed,'* was 
t^ie reply. 

"And whom were you singing to 
please?" asked Eleonora. 

*^ Yes," replied Edwin, " it pleased me 
very much, because I know it pleased — 

that is, because it — it," be stammered, 

and became silent. 

" Here seems to be some secret, Edwin," 
rejoided Eleonora, smiling. 

" Don't tell, pray don't tell, that 1 said 
it pleased any body else," returned the 
page. ... 

" You did not Say so," replied EMeonora ; 
"therefore it is impossible that I should 
repeat it of you. « Are you afraid that 
your vanity should be called in question ?" 

"Oh, 
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^' Oh, no, xiOy' replied he eagerly, ^^ I 
should not mind that, bat 1 shoold gala 
myself ill-will ; and worse than that : hot 
pray don*t ajek me.'* 

^ Whyt to be sure, you don*t pretend 
to he in love ?'* said Eleonora. 

^^ Oh no, Lady, oh no,** answered Ed- 
win ; '^ 1 don*t know what such kind of 
love as you refer to means ; but I hope 
it never makes any body's heart ache, as 
the affection which ]V***-«^again he stop- 
ped sl^rt 

^^ Wfiy did you so often look at that 
window whiht you weire singing?" inr 
quired Eleonora ; '^ is thefe any body in 
that apartment whom you are singmg to 
please?'* 

" There is nobody in that apartment, I 
assure you," replied the boy; ^^tbat is 
only a closet which runs by the side of a 
chamber." 

"Somebody is in th^ chamber th^i?" 
said Eleonora. 

" I must not tdl> indeed I must not," 

returned 
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retncuei Edwio ; ^^ md I hope you'ii not 
say yoa a^ked me auch a questiou ; will 
you, my dear Lady ? '* 

« Depeod qu my never doing any thiag 
to bring yoa into trouble^** Eleooora an* 
swered. "Then in the chamber beyoiid 
the do^et, there is soinebady who listens 
with pleasure to your 90Qgs ;, and melaii- 
cboly indeed must be the. tender of thai 
person's mind^ if you select your ditties 
to its taste."* 

<^ Oh dear^ oh dear T sighed out Ed- 
wiUf as if commiseration the lot of the 
unfortunaite being* 

^' Are you afraid to tell me whether it is 
a lady or not?'* asked Eleouora. 

^' Hajrk! hark ! I hear footsteps, I am 
sure I dp," cried EJdwin ; ai^d waa out of 
sight iu a momeut 

lSl9WQra herself now heard th^ fcMit- 
stepa, and on turning round her head^ she 
perceived Sir Sigismnnd; he approacfaad 
her, and invited her to wslk with him tp a 
cottage at a short distance^ where he said 
he had business. 
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Eleonora readily complied ; in their way 
thither he repeated to her again and again 
those assurances of his friendship and pro- 
tection which he had given her on the pre- 
ceding day: bnt she remarked that he did 
noft once name her father. 

On arriving at the cottage^ she fonnd 
that the poor man who resided in it was 
confined to a sick-bed; that his family 
were entirely supported during his illness 
by the purse of Sir Sigismund ; and that, 
hot satisfied with sending them whatever 
hie believed might assist the recdrery of 

the sick man, or alleviate the distress of 

• • • 

his wife and children, he was come in per- 
son to inquire into their wants. 
, When again left to the solitude of her 
own reflections, Eleonora contemplated 
with increased admiration the virtues of 
Sir Sigismund ; and m the gratitude of 
her heart, poured forth her thanks to 
Heaven for having placed her under the 
protection of so worthy a man ; she did 
not forget the unaccountable surprise which 

be 
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he had testified at his first sight of her,* and 
she would have considered it as merely the 
momentary effect of the weakness of spi- 
rits under which he was labouring, had not 
the injunction which he had given her not 
to reveal the astonishment with which he 
had heen affected, led her to suppose that 
there must have been a more powerful rea- 
son for his. emotion. What that was, it 
was impossible for her to devise ; nor did 
she feel anxious to do so, as she could not 
suppose that she had any further connexion 
with it, than such as the hand of chance 
had given her, in the resemblance which she 
might bear to some unknown individual. 

The mystery also which appeared to be 
connected with the turret, did not lose its 
shafi*e in her thoughts ; and on retiring to 
her chamber at the hour of repose, ^ ob- 
serying that the night was beautifully 
serene, and rendered almost a rival of the 
day by. the brilliancy of the moon, she re- 
solved to wAtch for the appearance of the 

figures which she had before seen. 

She 
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She had not beeo btattoied mart than 
half an boar at her wiildow, irben the light 
of a kiDp ahone thi^ugh iht Imnr case-** 
meat of the turret $ in another mintite the 
door was opeded^ and the same two per^ 
sons, td all appearaiid^ whom ftbe had 
before beheld, descended tibe steps> the 
taller of the two still following h^ €Oiiipa<^ 
nion, as on the former evehifi^fw which she 
had observed tbeoi ; he who fitstreacfaed the 
gai^ctt threw himaelf immedirtdy dotm 
upon a grass-plot which encircled the base 
of the turret ; the other leaned his back 
against the trunk of a tree close by bis 
side, and stood observing him. 

Suddenly he who bad hitherto been 
prostrate on the earth lifted np his head, 
and partly raised his body, supporting 
himself by resting on one of his bands. 
. Eleonora heard a murmer, which she 
believed to be the sound of his voice ; and 
her ' curiosity being woand to an uncon* 
trollable pitch, she opened a compartment 

of 
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« 

of her wMoir, in the hope of his words 
reaching her. 

She heard him sigh deeply, font for some 
time she conld not dtstingnis^h whether he 
spoke or not ; at length she heard him ex^ 
claim, ** O Heaven, hare mercy ! take me, 
O take me to thy eternal rqpose ! '^ again 
he breathed a lengthened sigh of despair, 
again he snnk npon the ground, and once 
more silence prerailed. 

Thus elapsed a space of several minutes. 
With a start as vivid as the lightning, she 
then saw him rise upon his feet ; here he 
paused, his lace raised, and his hands ex«- 
tended towards Heaven ; " Forgive, mer* 
ciful Providence!** he cried, "the rash* 
ness of the act !** and darted in an instant 
fronr her s^t. 

'^ Miserable wretch I** meataily exdaiaied 
Eleonora ; ** raidde is his purpose ! ** and 
it was with difficnlty that she coald restndn 
herself from nltering en exclamation fo 
withhold him from his design. 

In a few moments shejeheki him flying, 

with 
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* 

with the swiftness of an antelope, along 
a path which led to the banks.of the river ^ 
she now attempted to call, bnt her tongne 
cleaved to her month, and denied her the 
power of utterance. Now she saw him 
precipitately climbing the eminence from 
whence she had a couple of evenings be- ' 
fore witnessed the humanity of Sir Sigis- 
mnnd; from thence she dreaded that he 
intended to plunge himself into the river; 
her blood turned cold, every sense bnt 
that of sight died witlrin her. Now he 
extended his arms to throw himself for- 
ward : at this instant his companion darted 
upon him, and forcibly withdrew him from 
the spot of danger. 

Eleonora clasped her hands, and breath- 
ed a prayer of thankfulness to Heaven for 
its interposition in his favour. 

On again looking out, she observed the 
preserver of his companion'i^ life leading 
l^im by the arm along a path which ran 
immediately opposite to her window; they 
continued to approach, and she observed, 

that 
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that the countenance of him who bad en*^ 
deavonred to commit the rash act^ from 
which he had just been saved^ was bpried 
in his hands ; she received it as a mark of 
his contrition, and her pity was more 
strongly than ever excited towards him. 

From him she turned her eyes towards 
his companion; the tall lankness of his 
form peculiarly struck her, and she could 
not forbear imagining that she had seen a 
figure resembling his before her arrival at 
Castle Gower; at the moment this idea 
entered her mind, the light of the moon 
fell full on his contenance; and, to her 
inexpressible astonishment, she recognised 
in him, past all possibility of doubt, the 
pallid and terrific being whom she had once 
for an instant beheld at the entrance of 
the hermit Agatha's lonely dwelling! 
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CHAP. m. 

'* Full many a melancholy night 

He watch'd the slow return of light j 
And sought the pow'rs of sleep. 

To spread a momentary calm 

O'er his sad couch, and in the balm 
Of bland oblivion's dews, his bunung eyes to steep/ 

T. Warton. 



»» 



** When we in our Ticiousness grow hard, 
Oh misery on't ! the wise gods seal our eyes, 

> ■ drop our clear judgments, make us 

Adore our errors, laugh at's, while we strut 
To our confusion." Shaksp£ar£. 

Eleonora passed a restless night. When 
Gillian, on the following morning, entered 
her chamber, she perceived that her lady's 
spirits appeared more discomposed than 
when she had left her on the preceding 
evening. She made the observation with 
sorrow; for the kind complacency of 
Eleonora*s disposition had gained her the 

warmest 
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warmest affection from her attendant ; and 
when Eleonora confessed that Gillian's 
remark was a just one, the faithfnl girl 
exclaimed,— "Now do, pray, my dear 
Lady^ make yourself as coitafortable as yon 
can in yoa,r present mis^erable situation-^ 
do pray do. When things get to the worst, 
the proverb says they mend ; so do try 
and give your thoughts to the retrospect 
of the fntnre, and don\ be always antici* 
pating the past." 

Ill at ease as was the heart of Eleonora, 
she could scarcely forbear a smile at the 
eloquence of her simple companion, who 
continued thus:— "Then, my Lady, con- 
sider, what the worthy Bishop, your good 
father, used so often to preach to us, 
^ That wheq we are unhappy, we should 
consider how many are unhappy besides 
ourselves, and perhaps a great deal more 
miserable than we ar^;' as much as to say 
with the pi overb, at least so I understand 
it, 'That we ought to let company in dis- 
tress make our trouble the less.' I am 

D 2 sure 
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sure, for my part," added Gilliati, half 
weeping as she spoke^ ^^ as I told Egbert^ 
the gardener, when I bade him good-bye 
at Worcester Castle, ' I think there is no- 
thing but trouble on this side of the grave;* 
and the proverb says truly enough^ ^That 
one half of the world does not know what . 
the other half suffers.'* 

"Truly indeed," sighed forth the de- 
sponding heart of Eleonora, to whose re* 
collection the observation of Gillian 
brought the remembrance of the torturing 
secret, which she had doomed herself to 
nourish in silence within her own breast. 

*'Now^ for instance, my Lady," con- 
tinued Gillian, " all may, and I hope will 
yet be well with you, and those that be- 
long to you; Heaven send it, I pray ! Now 
that is never likely to be the case with the 
poor unhappy sufferer under this roof." 

" Whom do you mean?" inquired Eleo- 
nora. 

^' Why, to be spre, my Lady," replied 
Gillian, " you must know who presides in 
that turret yonder." 
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"What, what do you say?'' inquired 
Eleonora, eagerly, who was sometimes her- 
self at a loss to comprehend Gillian's mean- 
ings, and at the present moment desired 
to understand her perfectly, on account 
of the reference she had made to the 
turret. 

" Why, the poor woe-begone .prisoner 
that is shut up in the turret, I say, my 
Lady," answered Gillian. 

" In that turfet?" demanded Eleonora, 
pointing with her finger toveards the one 
which, since her arrival at Castle-Gower, 
had been the object of her evening obser- 
vations. 

** Yes, my Lady, in that^ turret," an- 
swered Gillian; ''did not you know that 
was the place? Yes, there he lives." 

'' But who is he ?" asked Eleonora, with 
some degree of impatience. 

"Why can it be possible," exclaiined 
Gillian, " that all the time we have been- 
here, you have never yet heard his story ? 
Joel, the butler, told me all about it the 

other 
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Other evening, when we were walking by 
the river side t(^etber, and I had been 
telling him how much I missed 'Egbert's 
company; for he > being the gardener, you 
know, my Lady, and he and I being very 
friendly together, he used to invite me, at 
Worcester Castle^ to walk about the gar- 
dens with him, and— • — ^" 

^^ Answer my questions about the in- 
habitant of the turret/' said Eleonora, in- 
/ termpting her harangue, "i*hat is his 
name?** 

"Valentpe, my Lady," replied Gillian; 
" Sir Valentine, indeed^ I should say, for 
he is Sir Sigismund's son." 

^-Sir Sigismund's son!" echoed Eleo- 
, nora; 'Hhe son of Sir Sigismund Blunt, 
do you mean ? " 

" O yes, my Lady," answered Gillian ; 
^^ his eldest son, born, bred, and degene^ 
rated before Sir Hildebrand, as Joel told 
me; and would have been heir in birth- 
right to all his father's prepossessions, this 
castle and all, ^ first come, first served,^ 

as 
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as the proverb says, if it had not been for 
this sad misfortane/* 

'^What misfortune?" inqttired Eleo* 
nom^ with increased cariositj> 

^^ That's the reason of his being so close* 
ly confined to his chamber in the tnrret/' 
replied Gillian, ^^ for fear of his doing any 
mischief if he had his liberty; it is a. hard 
word to speak, my Lady, but he is 
mad;' 

Eleonora listened in silence. This in- 
formation appeared to account for her 
having seen the wretched inhabitant of the 
turret Enlarged by night (rom his prison, 
to taste the air, when no one was likely to 
cross his way, a spy upon his actions ; or 
to ofkad his sight by his beholding others 
free, whilst he was himself subject to a 
necessary restraint. This knowledge ap- 
peared a suffici^t esfdanation of the inco- 
herent terms which she had heard him 
utter, and of th^ rash action which she had 
seen him rushing to perpetrate. In this 
explanation was also revealed to her the 

cause 
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cause of Sir Sigismund's despondency, and 
of the calm grief which had settled itself 
on the mild features of Lady Blunt ; sin- 
cerely did she pity their unfortunate case ; 
truly did she lament the fate of their un- 
happy son. But as her thoughts tunied to 
Sir Hildebrand, the information which she 
had just gained increased the dislike whiqh 
she already bore him ; she regarded it as 
evident, that the anticipation of those ho- 
nours, wealthy and power, which would 
devolve on him, in consequence of the 
unfoitnnate state of his brother's mind, 
had swelled a naturally proud and insen- 
sible disposition into an unfeeling haughti- 
ness of deportment ; and that so far from 
pitying the lamentable object upon whose 
misery his prospects were founded, he was 
careless of displaying that he rejoiced in 
the check which the hand of fate had given 
to the natural progress of events, in the 
family of which he was a member. 

/^Ah, my Lady!"'' continued Gillian, 
after a pause, *^Mt is a thousand pities, is^ 

it 



THE UNKNOWN. , 57 

it not } I am sure it makes me quite me-' 
lamcolly when I think of him ; and I can't 
help thinking of him, and pitying him very, 
mnch too, for they tell me he is as hand- 
some as the days are long ; and though 
the proverb says, ^'Beauty is but skin-^deep, 
you know, my Lady, we can see no more 
of any body than his skin^ and I must say, 
I like better to look at one that is handsome, 
than at one that is ugly ; and I hope there 
is no sin in saying so.*' 

"Not if you would be equally compas- 
sionate to both in^ the hoar of their dis^^ 
tress," returned Eleonora. "The sense 
of preference is given to us^ that we may 
be enabled by comparison to draw plea-* 
sure from the contemplation of particular 
objects, which the majority ha^ve not the 
% power of inspiring us with ; and there is 
no harm in the enjoyment of this distinc- 
tion, if confined to the privacy of our own 
' breast, and we shew ourselves as ready to 
relieve. the wants and exigencies of those 
who are so unfortunate as to possesd any 

D 5 points 
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points or qualities ^hich we do not ap^ 
prove, as of those who are in our sight 
and opinion perfect; without this com- 
mand over oorselvesi a power which is 
given us for the purpose of imparting an 
innocent satiz^faction to our minds, becomes 
an unpardonable fault." 

Gillian was always well pleased to re* 
ceive instruction, though her mind was 
not always equal to the practice of those 
precepts which were given to her. ^* It is 
sometimes very hard to feel exactly as one 
ought to feel, my Lady, to be quite good 
and worthy,** she said, with a sigh, 

"The more meritorious our virtue," 
returned Eleonora, " when by strictly 
adhering to that which is right and 
commendable, we conquer any enticing 
sensation which would seduce us to an 
opposite conduct." 

« After a pause, which Eleonora ^ur-* 
posely made, in order that the admonition 
which she had given to Gillian might have 
time to »ink into her mindi, before it was 

occupied 
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occopied by any other inipressions^ she 
said,— "Have you understood how long 
Sir Sigismuiid*s unfortunate son has been 
afflicted with this calamity^ and to what 
eause it is attributed ?'* 

" Joel told me, my Lady," replied Gil- 
Kan, ^^that his inanity came on after a 
fever ; they never could account for it any 
other way; I think he said, that it was 
when Sir Valentine was about sixteen, now 
almost five years ago." 

" And to whom is the care of this pitiable 
being entrusted ?" asked Eleonora. 

^^ To*a person who has for a long while 
been a confidential servant of Sir Sigis- 
mund's," replied Gillian ; ^* he was in his 
service before either Sir Hildebrand or Sir 
Valentine was bom; by my troth, I be- 
lieve even before he married his present 
lady ; and the strangest looking man he is 
that you ever set your eyes upon ; so tall, 
so pale, so thin, O Lord ! he is just for 
all the world like a walking skeleton." 

A summoni» 
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A samuioQs for El^nora to breakfaat 
with Lady Blunt, broke off her cbnversa- 
tion with Gillian; and wfaea the repast 
was ended, she entered the garden, and 
<roQld not forbear placing herself on a seat, 
from which she cotild command a view of 
the window in the turret, which gave light 
to the apartment communicating with the 
chamber which she had learned that the 
nnfortHnate Valentine inhabited* 

While she sat with, her eyes fixed on the 
walls which enclosed him, to whose history 
and connexions her wandering thoughts 
were roving, Sir Sigismund approached 
her ; on seeing him she vlkhdrew her 
regards hastily from the turret — ^he stopped 
opposite to her, and fixed his upon it — ^as 
he did so, he heaved a deep sigh — Eleonora 
answered it by one drawn from the deep- 
est recesses of her heart. He turned his 
eyes towards her; they beamed with an 
expression which appeared to applaud the 
sympathy which she had in that sigh mani* 

fested 
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fested that her feelings bore to his own. 
She perceived him preparing to speak, and 
did not doubt that his words wonid be 6f 
the unfortunate Valentine ; but in a voice 
of melancholy he asked, whether she would 
accompany him to the cottage which she 
had visited with him two days before? 

Eleonora immediately accepted his in^* 
vitation; *' Perhaps in our walk/* she 
conjectured, ^^ he will mention his unhappy 
son/' But her expectations were deceived ; 
-he spoke not of Valentine^ nor scai^cely at 
all. When they had reached the wood- 
cutter's cottage, for such was the poor man 
to whom Slm^igismund paid his charitable 
visits, thev learnt from his wife that he 
was gone to his regular employment in a 
copse hard by. 

" Why did he venture from home so 
soon?'' said Sir Sigismund; ^' he knew 
that I would not have suffered him or his 
family to want, whilst he was unable to 
work for their support*^ 

With many thanks and blessings the wife 

replied, — 
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replied^ — ^^ That her husband could not 
bear the idea of appearing to encroach upon 
Sir Sigismund^s .goodness^ by delaying to 
return to his employment^ a moment after 
he was able to raise his iiatcbet/' 

^^ I shall go and speak to him^** returned 
Sir Sigismund ;. ^^ and if I find him as weak 
and as ill as I fear he is^ I shall instantly 
send him home/' 

Sir Sigismund again drew the arm of 
Eleonora tt^-ough his^ and they proceeded 
across a field to a stile, which led into the 
little wood, where the object of Sir Sigis^ 
mund's benevolence was labouring. 

The briars which grew amc^st the nn* 
derwood^ and had even encroached upon 
the paths of the copse, rendered it a very 
uninviting spot to enter; and Sir Sigis- 
mund requesting Eleonora to wait for him 
a feV minutes, expressed his intention of 
going alone in quest of the woodman. 

For a short time Eleonora stood reclin- 
ing upon the stile, that never sleeping 
faculty, thought, still clinging to her as a 

companion—*- 
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companion — " How afflicting/' she con- 
sidered, " must be the reflections of Sir 
Sigismund and Lady Blont^ upon the fate 
of their elder born^ that ^they do not as^ 
same resolution to speak of him, even to 
her whom they both treat with the kind* 
ness of parents ! *' She wished to mention 
,^ her knowledge of their misfortune to them 
— ^to tell them how warmly she participat- 
ed in theiv affliction. But she felt that 
the sensations of a delicacy^ perhaps over- 
strained, would withhold her from putting 
this inclination into effect: and alas! how 
often is it that sensations which. every one 
has felt, and which no one can describe, 
, restrain the dearest iriends from comftinni- 
cation, on points relative to which it is at 
the moment of their silence, equally the 
wish of both to exchange their sentiments^ 
As Sir 'Sigismund was rather longer in 
returning to her than Eleonora had ex- 
pected, she seated herself upon a bank 
near the stile, whose mossy verdnr6 for- 
^med an enviable resting-place, around 

which 
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which the wild flowrets of spring cast a 
delicioais odour* She had not long taken 
her seat, ere she heard voices behind her ; 
and on turning round her head^ perceived 
Sir Hildebrand, with his huntsmen and 
dogs, returning slowly home from the 
chace, along a road which ran by the side 
of the field she was in. 

She had scarcely beheld Sir Hildebrand 
before it was evident to her that she was 
observed by him. Leaving his companions 
at a turn in the road, which led the latter 
into a deep glen, tliat entirely obscured 
them from the sight of Eleonora, he ad- 
vanced towards her. 

Throwing himself upon the velvet turf 
by her side, he exclaimed, — ^* Well met, 
fair lady ; the society of your sex is never 
more welcome to us, than when we are 
fatigued with exercise; the smiles of a 
handsome woman increase to luxury the 
pleasures of repose.** 

The familiarity of his address did not 
less surprise than alarm ]^leonora. From 

the 
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the first day that her acquaintance ^ith 
him had commenced, unpleasant ideas, al- 
most amounting to fear, had always at- 
tended his recollection to her mind ; and 
those sensations were now heightened 
equally by the words he had spoken, and 
by the tone and manner with which he had 
delivered them. ^ 

Utterly at a loss how to reply, or what 
it became hdv to say, she endeavoured to 
assume a look of cool indifference, which 
she hoped might check the progress of his 
rhapsody, if he were inclined to continue 
it ; but ere she could sufficiently command 
herself to smooth her features with an air 
of placidity, than which nothing could be 
more foreign to the trehibling emotion of 
her heart, he laid his hand upon one of 
her s, and was beginning to press it be- 
tween his fingers. 

Eleonora immediately sprang up from 
her seat — at the same instant his counte- 
nance met her eye — ^the smile of a liber- 
tine was pourtrayed upon it — she tiirned 

hastily 
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hastily from him, but the celerity of his 
steps outstripped the fleetness of her's, 
and in a few moments he had again caught 
hold of her hand. 

She now gained the power of utterance 
— "Sir Hildebrand/' she exclaimed, "for 
Heaven*s sake forbear! what mean you by 
thi& insult? how have I provoked such 
conduct from you?*' 

*^ Have yoa forgotten your debt, coy 
lady ? " he replied. " Recollect that I told 
you, you owed me a boon, when L spared 
the offending page to give you pleasure ; 
and will you now be so ungrateful as to 
refuse me a moment of satisfaction in 
return ? — can you deny it ?" he added, as 
Eleonora did not reply. 

With increased emotion she said — 
^^ Ungenerous that you are, to remind me 
of a request which you were not compelled 
to grant me." 

Ungenerous that <you ar^," he replied, 
to forget the grant you have received. 
I have, however, one knowledge in my 

favour ; 
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favour; yoa cannot plead bankruptcy in 
the payment I ask for toy past courtesy^ 
whilst you possess th&t pair of ruby lips ; 
one kiss from them wipes out the obliga- 
tion." 

He now grasped a hand of hers in each 
of his, and as he held her by them, be ap- 
peared to feast on the enjoyment of her 
confusion and distress. 

" If you do not respect my feelings,'* 
said £leonora, ^^ consider that I am enjoy- 
ing .the protection of your amiable parents, * 
and——" 

* '^ Amiable^ are they ! " exclaimed Sir 
Hildebrand, with a loud and satirical laugh ; 
^' amiable, are they ! to see how the ap^ 
pearance of virtue may be mistaken for its 
reaUity!^ And as he ceased speaking, his 
laugh increased. 

Regardless of the aspersions which h^ 
' had thrown upon characters which appear- 
ed to her of the fairest hue, she continued 
the sentence which she had before inefl^c- 
^ tually 
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tually begun — " Reflect, I say, Sir Hilde- 
brand/* sbe cried^ '^tbat 1 am enjoying 
their protection ; in oflering me an insult^ 
you shew one equally to them.*' 

She would have proceeded^ but, with 
the fierceness of a savage, he sprung upon 
her neck, and ravished the kiss wtiich he 
had in vain demanded. 

A piercing shriek bursf from the lips of 
Eleonora, and her afirighted heart beat as 
if it would have forced itself away through 
her bosom. 

Having obtained his purpose, Sir Hilde- 
brand released the trembling and insulted 
maid from bis arms — ^' I see no blemish," 
he said, " which my lips have left: on your*s ; 
and I doubt not but my amiable parents 
will escape without any marks of this in- 
sult. You have lost the merit of com- 
pliance, lady, and I have still obtained my 
boon — Sir Hildebrand never yet yielded to 
the weakness of woman.** 

With this virtuous and honourable de- 

claration 
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claration he turned from her^ and pursued 
the path which had been taken by the 
huntsmen. 

Eleonora stood chained to the spot where 
he had left her^ terror and indignation 
equally overpowering her feelings ; with- 
out her being sensible of his approach. Sir 
Sigismund came up to her—" Have you 
been alarmed ? ** he said ; I imagined I 
heard you shriek." 

At the sound of his voice Eleonora start- 
ed, as if she had been awakened from a 
trance. 

^ir Sigismnnd repeated bis question, and 
added, — '^ I thought I saw Sir Hildebrand 
descending into the glen." 

" Yes," replied Eleonora, with a falter- 
ing voice, ". I ha^e been alarmed, very 
much alarmed — I hope I shall never be 
thus alarmed again." 

'^ Did not Sir Hildebrand come to your 
relief?" inquired Sir Sigismund; "he must 
have heard your shriek^ as well as myself. ^ 

"Do not question me," replied Eleo- 
nora, 
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nora/ straggling to regain her composare; 
^^ I am in that forlorn state in which it 
becomes me to increase^ if possible^ the 
numbar of my friends^ not hazard the loss 
of one of the few I possess. Of the excel* 
lence of your heart, no ev^t can diminish 
my opinion — Sir Hfldebrand is your son 
—let the subject pass.** 

'^ Exquisite, angelic Eleonoral ^' exclaim* 
ed Sir Sigismund, ** how worthy do you 
prove yourself of th^ regard I feel for you ! 

had I a child resembling you, with such 
a mind, such a face!— for still your features 
call to my remembrance ideas Joved^ and 
cherished once, but now for ever lost ! 
Oh the expression of that eye ! it is the 
same which in my nightly visions oft-times 

1 behold ; and waking——'* Suddenly lie 
broke off his sentence— " Pardon me, 
Eleonora/* he said ; '^ but you do pardon 
me — you have already pardoned me, when 
at the first moment of our introduction to 
each other, I diiiiplayed to you the weak- 
ness of my soul/' A deep sigh succeeded 

these 
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these words, and he added— ^" I am a most 
unhappy fether!" 

He fixed his eyes as he spoke sted£astly 

on those of Bleonora — again she believed 

him to be referring to Valentine ; and the 

expression of her features sympathized 

^with the sorrowful turn of his. 

Sir Sigismnnd again broke -silence- — ** I 
have but one, one only son, and he exists 
a thorn of anguish to his parent's breast." 
" Do not despond,** returned Eleonora ; 
"place faith in Heaven ; it may yet be . 
the will of an all-kind Providence to re- 
store to yon another son, to strew the path 
of your declining years with comfort — the 
lamp of reason may hereafter be permitted 

to bum the brighter for having been '^ 

A violentv emotion was visible in the 

features of Sir Sigismnnd, whilst Eleonora 

was speaking these words; and hastily 

. interrupting her, ere she had concluded 

her sentence, he said, — "And is this sad 

-tale known to you ?" 

" Believe 
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" Believe me/' returned Eleonora, ^^that 
it cannot be known to any one who more 
sincerely pities the object whom it con- 
cerns.** 

^* Pity me likewise then," exclaimed Sir 
Sigismand^ " and, for the love of mercy, 
name it to me no more!" 

Almost repentant of having opened the 
subject 1o Sir Sigismund at all, Eleonora 
ot^eyed his request; and they proceeded 
in silence till they had entered the gardens 
of Castle Gower. Pressing the hand of 
Eleonora affectionately in his, Sir Sigis- 
mund then said, — " Come, cheer thee, 
cheer thee, sweet daughter of my protec- 
tion! fear not a farther interruption of thy 
peace from Sir H ildebrand. I confess that 
although his father, I have but little sway 
over his actions — what little I do possess, 
I will strenuously exert in your cause — but 
I repeat, fear him not. Few indeed are 
the virtues which have place in his heart ; 
with sorrow I make this acknowledgment ; 

rely 
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rely therefore that his preferences are mo- 
mentary, and that with constancy of feel- 
ing he is unacquainted.'* 

Eleonora listened to him in silence — his 
woitis displayed the insufficiency of his 
power to ensure her tranquillity, if Sir 
Hildebrand were determined to interrupt 
it; and with a heart ill at ease she retired 
to her chamber. 
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CHAP. IV. 

'* It came o'er my soul as doth the thunder, 
Whilst distant yet, with an unexpected burst. 
It threats the trembling ear." 

Mason. 



" Now sdr is hush'd^ save where the weak-ey'd bat. 
With shrill short shriek, flits by on leathern wing ; 

Or where the beetle winds 

His small but sullen horn. 
As oft he rides 'midst the twilight of the path, 
Agunst the pilgrim borne in heedless hum." 

Collins. 

Several days elapsed^ to the inexpressible 
satisfaction of Eleonora^ during which she 
met Sir Hiidebrand as usual at table^ but 
received from him no farther marks of the 
disgusting and licentious conduct with 
which he had insulted her^ on the morning 

of 
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of her walk with Sir Sfgisraund to the 
wood-cutter's cottage. Sir Hildebrand ap- 
peared, as he had ever shewn himself since 
she had known him, petulant in his man* 
ners, passionate in his temper, indifferent 
towards his mother, overbearing and inso- 
lent to his father. When his eyes were 
turned towards her, she believed that she 
could discover in them the expression of 
an inward triumph ; and she feared that he 
even turned them upon her oftener than 
he had been accustomed to do; but she 
hoped likewise that this idea was but the 
effect of her sensitive apprehensions. 

She now saw Sir Sigismnnd less frequent- 
Iv than she had done a week before. That 
iiabitual melancholv* which was the con- 
sumer of his health and spirits, had again 
risen to a height which often confined him 
for a day or two together to his chamf^er ; 
and at those periods she was deprived also 
of the society of Lady Thomastne, who 
was^ unremitting in her attentions to her 
husband. 

E 2 The 
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The greatest relief, apd only relaxation 
which the mind of Eleonora experienced 
in these hoar^ of her solitude, was to wan- 
der through the gardens of the castle, and 
in one of those lonely rambles, she encoun- 
tered the page Edwin. 

" Well, Edwin," she said, " I am be- 
come acquainted who the unfortunate 
person is to whom your song was the other 
day directed, as you sat upon the steps of 
the turret — you are a kind boy, and I ad- 
mire the tenderness of your heart." 

'^It must be a hard heart, and an un- 
grateful one too," replied Edwin, " if it 
did not pity poor Sir Valentine, and lead 
me to do whatever I am able to sooth his 
unhappy life. O how kind a master he waS 

to me ! how different to ^" " Sir Hil- 

debrand," it appeared as if he were inclined 
to say ; but he checked himself, and be- 
came silent/ 

" Your master!" returned Eleonora ; 
" was Sir Valentine ever your master?" 

^* O yes r* replied the page, with a sigh 

of 
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of regret ; " when my poor mother lay ill 
and dying, he first took me into his service, 
and was as kind to me as if I had been his 
own brother; — I was then scarcely nine 
years old. Oh how happy and easy was 
then my life! Oh how^ I lament, both for 
his sake and my own, the sad, sad malady 
which now oppresses him ! " 

^*And you then went into the service of 
Sir Hildebrand ?*' said Eleonora. 

**Ah, dear Lady, what could I do?" ex- 
claimed Edwin; "Sir Hildebrand's page 
had just quitted him— he offered me the 
place, and I accepted it ; for I am a poor 
friendless orphan ; and you do not know 
what it is. Lady, to have neither father 
nor mother to apply to for advice or pro- 
tection." 

"Oh yes, yes, I do know the unhap- 
piness of such a lot!" returned Eleonora. 

" But it is a great satisfaction, when we 
are deprived of them," rejoined the page, 
'*to reflect, that we have done nothing tq 
shame their memory; and-this is a conduct 

I will 
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I will always persevere in^ — I dare say. 
Lady, that yon do so likewise." 

" My parents are not dead, Edwin/' re- 
plied Eleonora, though I am debarred the 
happiness of intercourse with them." 

^^Ah, Lady, yon are yet happy then, 
compared tome!" answered Edwin ; "you 
cannot conceive the miserable sensation 
of weeping over the earth that contains a 
beloved father or mother, who can no 
longer look a,t you, smile upon you, or 
hear the sound of your voice : " the tears 
stole down his cheeks as he uttered these 
* words. 

EleODora endeavoured to comfort him, 
and to give a turn to his ideas. ^^ And how 
do you know," she asked, '^ that ybur sing- 
ing is a relief, or a satisfaction to the mind 
of Sir Valentine?" 

" I am certain of it," replied Edwin ; 
^^ he was always fond of hearing me sing 
to him whilst he possessed bis reason; 
and when he lost it, and I was no longer 
permitted to see him, as I judged that 

the 
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the tones of my voice might still afford 
him pleasure^ I used to creep to the door 
of his chamber^ anid sit by it, and sing his 
favourite airs; and frequently he would 
call out to me,; — 'Thank you, thank you, 
grateful Edwin;' and oh, how happy it 
used to make me !— But I have not been 
to his door for a long while now,'' added 
Edwin, after a pause. 

" Why so ? " asked Eleonora. 

*^ I did not know that there was any 
harm in it," replied Edx<1h; "but when 
Sir Hildebrand and Fabian discovered me 
sitting there one day, they drove me pas*- 
sionately away, and ordered me never to 
come near the place again.'* 

** Who is Fabian?" said Eleonora. 

"Don't you know Fabian, Lady?" an- 
swered Edwin; "he is the only person 
that attends upon Sir Valentine — he was 
forinerly Sir Sigismund's own servant, but 
he now dispenses with hia attendance him- 
self, in order that all his time may be given 
to poor Sir Valentine. — Surely you mvist 

have 
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have seen'Fabian^ though yoa mi^ht not 
know who he was/" continued Edwin; 
" and if you have seen him, I am sure you 
cannot have passed him without having 
noticed hini ; for he is so unusually tall, 
pale, and thin, that no one can forbear I'e- 
marking him.** ' 

" Yes, I have seen such a person," re- 
plied Eleonora, " if he were Fabian ; " and 
she added, (for thought recurred to that 
^moment when she had believed herself to 
behold a form similar to his, at the en- 
trance of Agatha's hermitage,) — *' on whom 
devolves the attendance upon Sir Valen- 
tine, when Fabian is at any time absent 
from Castle Gower?" 

" He never is absent," answered Edwin ; 
" I don't recollect his having been away 
from hence a single day, since Sir Valen- 
tine's insanity began." 

^' How strange is this information!" 
thought Eleonora; ^'can it be possible 
that my senses at that moment deceived 
me — that the agitation of Agatha's mind 

imported 
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imparted itself so strongly to mine, that I 
imagined myself^ like her, to behold the 
being whom she was describing! if this 
indeed were the case, whieh I cannot be- 
lieve it to haye been, how mnch more 
strange that 1 should, since my annval here, 
have actually seen a form exactly cor- 
responding with that imprinted upon my 
mind!" 

^ Edwin roused her from her trance of 
thought, by saying, — "So, as I am not 
allowed to go to his door, I sing to him 
from the steps of the turret.** 

^^And dp you think that he can hear 
you from thence ? ** asked ElelOnora. , 

" O yes!" returned Edwin ; "that win- 
dow which you see, near to the door at 
the head of the steps, gives light to a little 
closet, into which there is a communica- 
tion from his. chamber.** 

" Does he ever come into that closet?** 
inquired Eleonora. 

" Never but at night, when Fabian ac- 

£ 5 cidentally 
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ciden tally leads him ont into the garden 
for air," answered EdwiD. 

A pause ensued-^-Eleonora broke it— 
^^ And Sir Valentine always was fodd of 
music, was he?** 

" Yes, very fond of it indeed — ^that is, of 
singing," replied the page. "I cannot 
play on any instrument ; I wish I could— it 
might be an additional pleasure to him." 

The signal for dinner was at this moment 
sounded; Edwiu ran to attend on his 
master, and Eleonora retired to prepare 
herself for appearing at table. 

On this day Sir Sigismuqd again joined 
his family at their mid-day repast in the 
castle hall ; when they wei^ about to rise 
from table, a servant came to inform him, 
that there was a stranger without desiring 
to see him. 

Sir Sigismund advanced some questions 
concerning him, and the servant replied/ — 
"That his dress was that of a monk." 
^'He is doubtless/" said Lady Blunt; 

some 
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" some holy man, who comes recommended 
to supply the place of our deceased Father 
Cyril." 

Sh* Sigismand accorded with her iu opi- 
nion^ and went out to commune with the 
stranger. 

In the evening Lady Blunt entered Eleo- 
nora's closet^ and said,— •" I am come, my 
love, to pas8 an hour or two with you ; 
Sir Sigismund is engaged with an old 
friend^ whom "he has not beheld since they 
were youths together." 

Eleonora inquired, — " Who that friend 
might be?" 

*' The stranger," replied Lady Blunt, 
^^ who was announced to him as we were 
rising from table* His is a miraculous 
story, almost a romance. I have myself 
heard the material events of it, and have 
now left him detailing the particulars to 
my husband. He has not seen England 
for more than twenty years ; and the pro- 
spects of happiness which he had flattered 
himself would greet his return to his na* 

tive 
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tive country, are blighted by the death of 
a sister, of whose decease he was ignorant 
till he reached this castle.*' 

^* A sister l** said Eleonora. 

"Yes," replied Lady Blunt, "she who 
was the Lady Elizabeth Talboyse, Sir Si- 
gismund's first wife. The stranger is no 
other th^n her brother. He was in early 
life educated for the holy office of priest* 
hood; and in the very first year that his 
sister became the wife of Sir Sigismdnd, 
he left England as confessor to a family of 
considerable rank, who, on account of an 
intermarriage which had been formed by 
one of its branches with that of a Spanish 
nobleman, fixed their residence at Toledo. 
Shortly after his departure, a report of 
his death reached England, and was uni- 
versally credited by his friends. His ap- 
pearance now proves the fallacy of the 
rumour ; and the account which he gives 
of the disasters that have tbius long sepa- 
rated him from his connexions, are of the 
most interesting nature." 

" Lady 
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"Lady Talboyse was herself a relation 
of Sir Sigismund's, before her tnaiTiage 
with him, was she not ? "* inquired Eleonora. 

^^ That is considered rather a donbtfal 
point,** answered Lady Thomasine. "Her 
maiden name was likewise Blunt; and 
therefore a relationship has by some been 
supposed to exist ; but I have understood 
that it is almost impossible to trace it. — 
Poor Father Saint Ethelbert expresses him- 
self to feel her death more severely than 
any infliction which fate has yet levelled 
at his peace ; and great indeed have been 
his sufferings since the period of his quit- 
ing England. He relates, — ^That after 
having resided two years in Spain, dis- 
liking the manners and customs of that 
people, he resolved to return to his na- 
tive land, and for that purpose engaged 
his passage on board an English ship. He 
embarked at St. Andero, and for nearly 
two days his voyage was prosperous ; but 
on the third a violent tempest arose, which 
drove the vessel back upon the Spanish 

coast 
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coast. The exertiom of the mariners were 
iosuffieient to save her-— she was wrecked, 
and all her crew, except hiinself and one 
of the sailors, perished with her ;-^ which 
fact accounts for the report of his death ; 
as at the time that ramonr reached Eng- 
land, he was said to have been lost on 
board a vessel in which he was a passenger, 
and which had foandered in a dreadfiil 
storm. Himseli and the sailor of whom I 
have already spoken, cinng to a part of 
the wreck, which a friendly wave dashed 
within their graspl and upon it they were 
borne ont to sea. Tbns they existed for 
several hours in that dreadful state of sus- 
pense, to which a certainty of death is 
almost preferable: at length a vessel 
appeared in sight, of which the crew per- 
ceived them struggling with the waves, 
and having made towards them, took them 
on board. But alas ! what they had re» 
garded as their greatest happiness^ was 
quickly converged into the most aJfHicting 
grief The ship proved to be a Barbary 

corsair — 
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corsair— they were carried to Algiers, and 
sold to slavery. The sailor endured the 
miseries of his unfortunate lot only a few 
years— death released him from his earthly 
bondage. Saint Ethelbert, supported by 
the grace of Heaven, and reserved by its 
benign interposition for an eventual re- 
storation to happiness in this life, strug- 
gled through the hardships of his laborious 
servitude till the death of the Dey, during 
whose supremacy he had been made a 
captive. On the accession of his successor 
to the throne, liberty was granted to all 
such slaves as had been in bondage above 
fifteen years ; of this number was Saint 
Ethelbert. With difficulty he reached 
England ; for the means of his journey were 
obliged to be collected by him from the 
hands of the feeling and charitable. On 
landing, he immediately proceeded to 
Blackamor, in Essex, which, at his de- 
parture from England, had been the 
residence of Sir Sigismnnd, and continued 
so during the life-time of his first wife : 

on 
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on reaching that spot, he fonnd that his 
weary journey was not yet at an end— his 
steps being from thence directed to Cat^tle 
Gower. Here be will at least.find a harbour 
of repose from all the stornis of life; but 
the satisfaction with which he enters it {9 
consid^sstbly diminished^ by the intelligence 
which meets him of his sister's death." 

Lady Blunt and Eleonora sat comment- 
ing on t^e varieties of fortune, which had 
been experienced by the ill-starred brother 
of Lady Eh'zabeth Talboyse, till the hour 
of retiring to rest, when Lady Blunt went 
to her chamber, and Gillian entered Eleo- 
nora*s, to assist her mistress in undress- 
ing- 

The heads of Saint Ethelbert's history 

had already reached the inferior members 
of the household at Castle Gower ; and 
Gillian was not a little disappointed that 
Lady Blunt had been beforehand with her 
in communicating them to h^r lady, as 
she was now deprived of the pleasure of 
relating them lierself. From her attend* 

ant 
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ant, howevei, Eleonora learnt that a mes- 
senger had been dispatched to Framling- 
ham Castle, to acquaint Lord Henry Fitz- 
roy with the existence and arrival of his 
maternal nncle. 

On the following morning, Eleonora 
breakfasted alone in her closet. At the 
hour of dinner she entered the castle hall ; 
Sir Sigismund led her towards the vener- 
able Saint Ethelbert, who was seated next 
to Lady Blunt, at the head of the table. 
By the words with which Sir Sigismund 
introduced her toliim, she was aware that 
her name and history had already been 
imparted to him ; and she was not less 
pleased than surprised at his rising to 
receive her. 

Saint Ethelbert laid his hand upon her, 
and gave her his blessing. — " You are sur- 
prised at my action, daughter," he^ said, 
reading on her countenance what was 
passing in her mind, ^^ because you pro- 
bably imagine that there are none of my 
religion that will l)estow a blessing on 

those 
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those whose tenets differ from their own— - 
for myself, and 1 hope sach is the case with 
others, I would, if possible, convert you, 
because I believe the faith which I profess 
to lead by the readiest way to Heaven ; 
but whatever their perauasions, I bless all 
whom God has created." 

In a few faltering words, Eleonora ex- 
pressed her sense of his excellent disposi* 
tion, and took her seat at the table. As 
occasional opportunities offered themselves 
to her of observing the father, she per- 
ceived that he was rather below the middle 
stature, and proportionably thin. His 
face was almost constantly shaded by his 
cowl, which he wore, he said, for the be- 
nefit of his sight, which had been materially 
weakened and injured, by his having been 
exposed in slavery to the heat and light 
of the sun. His beard was long and white; 
and the partial locks which descended 
from his temples were of the same snc^wy 
hue, whitened, not by age, but by grief, 
and by toil beyond his strength. He spoke 

but 
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but little— when hia voice was heaixl, it 
was in tones of the mildest melaBcholy. 

When Saint Ethelbert. had been a couple 
of days an inmate of Castle Gower, his 
time was principally passed in the chamber 
which had been assigned to his use, and in 
the chapel, wh«re it appeared an infinite 
consolation to kneel in prayer at the altar 
of his own rehgion, 

A short time after" the arrival of Saint 
Ethelbert, Lady Blunt remarking Eleono^ 
ra^s lute which hung in her closet, where 
they were one evening sitting, requested 
her to indulge her with touching its chords. 
Eleonora complied ; and as she played, 
she beheld the tears stealing down the 
cheeks of Lady Thomasine — she could not 
forbear supposing that they were pro- 
duced by some connexion of ideas between 
the music and her unhappy son Valentine; 
and it was with difficulty that she could 
restrain herself from expressing to his 
mother tUe sympathy which she fdt in 
his iate ; but apprehensive that what she 

intended 
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intended as a kindness might produce an 
opposite effect upon ber wounded feelings^ 
she imposed silence on her tongue. 

She had not played long ere Lady Blunt 
was called away to attend Sir Sigismund 
in his own apartment. Eleonora conti- 
nued sitting with her lute in her hand— 
her reflections at that moment all turned 
towards the unfortunate Valentine. She 
recollected that Edwin, the page^ had la* 
mented that he was not able to play on 
any instrument, as he judged that the me«^ 
lody of its tones, added to his voice, might 
prove a greater relief to the pangs of Sir 
Valentine^s mind. Attuned to sensations 
of the greatest pity was the soul of Eleo- 
nora; and believing that she might, at 
that moment, have it in her power to per- 
form an action of the most humane kind, 
she resolved to take her instrument, and 
play beneath the window of the turret. 

She accordingly entered the garden, and 
placed herself on the step on which she 
had once seen the page seated, for the 

same 
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same friendly office in which she was now 
going to be engaged. She strnck the 
chords of her lute to a plaintive air^ of 
which she hoped the soft melody might 
produce the desirable effect, of lulling for 
awhile the harassed spirits of the poor 
lunatic^ to whom it was addressed ; and in 
order to render her notes more interesting 
to him, she accompanied them with her 
voice. 

She had twice repeated her song with- 
out interruption, when she was startled by 
the voice of Sir Hildebrand — "Well, 
Lady,'* he e^^claimed, " what ea» have 
brought you, and your lute, to this spot ?*' 

" One of the most grateful sensations of 
which the human mind is capable,** re- 
turned Elednora, " pity.*' 

" Your sex is truly an enigma," he re- 
plied ; " there is not one of you who does 
not, by every action of your lives, asiist to 
prove it so. You, for instance, pity him 
whom you have never seen, and slight 
those whom you daily behold." 

«Iam 
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^^ I am not conscioua of there existing 
any (Hie who can accnse me of indifier- 
ence, and at the same time deserves to 
meet a more favourable conduct from me,** 
said Eleonora. 

" But it may be possible for you to err 
in your judgment; may it not^ Lady?** 
replied Sir Hildebrand. 

Eleonora rose, and moved towaids the 
entrance into the castle< Arresting her 
steps, he said,—*' Nay, give me your hear- 
ing, Lady; I am neither a trifler nor a 
flatterer — what I have to say will soon be 
spoken~-it is myself to whom I think you 
too indiflferent." 

"And 1 consider myself too lenient," 
replied Eleonora, ^* in holding any com- 
munication with one' from whom I have 
received so gross an insult, as you a few 
days ago offered me.'* 

" Aye, there it is again ! " cried Sir Hil- 
debrand ; " women ial ways consider actions 
in a dijferent light to what they ought to 

be 
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be regarded^ wd thas never give the per- 
former of them his due merit. Well^ since 
I have learnt what yon deem an insalt, I 
will not offend yon by a repetition of it*-^ 
I will not truly. Lady ; for I wish to gain 
your favour and your love.'* 

Eleonora fixed her eyes upon him in 
silence— they expressed the greatest asto- 
nishment and contempt. 

"Yes, by my holy dame," he con- 
tinued, ^^ I must have your love! at least 
it were better for us both to let me have 
it, for you must become my wife. Nay, 
start not, timid Lady-^I do not mean this 
eve, nor at to-mc»*row'8 dawn, nor per- 
haps for an hundred or more dawns to come. 
-~ril tell you— the kiss which 1 snatched 
the other iboming from your velvet lips, 
has inflamed a passion for you in my heart, 
which notliing but the exdusive possession 
of yourseif can subdue; therefore you are 
destined for my bride.** 

" Sir Hildebrand," exclaimed Eleonora, 

endeavouring in vain to disengage herself 

from 



96 THE UNKNOWK. 

frdui him, ^^ I cannot regard your words as 
any other than the rhapsody of a madman, 
or as ah attempt, on yonr part, to mock 
or deride me ; whichever they are, I beg 
that you will restrain yourself from the 
freedom of thas addressing me.** 

"Thus ye all talk, cried Sir Hilde- 
brand ; " becanse I have not the smooth 
tongue of a courtier, I am judged .either 
a madman or a fool, when I express my 
sentiments ; however, I believe myself to 
be neither; and here in solemn truth I 
repeat, that my love for you is unconquer- 
able, and that my joy and pride will be 
each other*s rivals, when I have made you 
my wife." 

Eleonora would have spoken, but he 
prevented her, by continuing thus — " You 
think, perhaps, fair Lady, that the hand 
of Sir Hildebrand is such an offer as every 
day may bring you, and scarcely worth 
even a refusal; and so I grant you it is, 
as Sir Hildebrand is now, his inheritance 
depending on a father and an elder bro- 
ther's 
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ther*s life — tfds is as it appears; but a 
change unexpected^ and vast, may quickly 
be wrought— rSir Hildebrand may rise — 
speak not of this — cherish the hint I have 
given you within your own breast; and 
be content with the reflection that you 
will be a sharer in the coming good.** 

"Your words. Sir Hildebrand^'* an- 
swered Elebnora, '* are now as enigmati- 
cal as they a few 'moments ago appeared 
the effect of phrenzy ; my answer, how- 
ever, will be more explicit — no considera- 
tion of any secondary advantage to that 
of uniting myself with a man whom I could 
regard and esteein, will ever tempt me 
to become the wife of one whom I cannot 
in any respect approve." 

Endeavouring to conceal the agitation 
which really filled her mind, she again at- 
tempted to proceed towards the house. 
Sir'^Hildebrand did not now interrupt her 
progress, he merely said, — *' You have 
not diminished my hopes, lady ; I know 
that your sex esteem coyness a virtue, and 
VOL. II. F often 
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often constrain yourselves, from regard for 
that idea, to give a refusal, where your 
hearts are panting to confess a compliance. 
Now I am become a lover, I will endea- 
vour to do credit to my profession, by 
adapting myself to these little whimsicali- 
ties of the female mind — ^in a few days, 
when I address you again on this subject, 
I doubt not that our opinions will agree 
infinitely better." 

^^ Never, Sit Hildebrand, never!** re- 
plied EleoDora. 

'* I tell you I do not expect they should 
do so just i/ety** returned Sir Hildebrand, 
laughiujg ; " and so ^ood night, niy lovely 
bride:" and with these words he entered 
the castle. 

Wishing to avoid every appearance of 
following the steps of Sir Hildebrand, as 
he had gone into the castle, Eleonora 
changed her intention of entering it, and 
turned into a walk which led td the banks 
of the river. It was some time ere she 
could in any degree recover from the sur- 
prise 
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prise with which the declaration of his 
passion had affected her; and the reflec- 
tion of such £in avowal having taken place, 
rested with an inexpressible heaviness up- 
on her mind. If his affection, at least such 
affection as she believed him to be capable 
of, were placed on her, to what difficulties, 
to what miseries might it not expose her! 
— she had already witnessed sufficient 
proofs of the positiveness of his temper,' 
to be conscious that he could not be easily 
induced to give up a point on which his 
inplinations were fixed — she had also seen 
how little authority his patents possessed 
over him, and was therefore convinced 
that she could have nothing to hope from 
their interposition. The hints too, which 
he had thrown out, of his expectations of 
being shortly placed in a sittiation superior 
to that in which he now stood, filled her 
with horror. Could it be possible tWt 
these expectations were founded on any 
plan which he had formed, injurious either 
to the peace or existence of Sir Sigismuud, 

F 2 or 
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or of his unhappy brother! She shudder- 
ed at the idea ; and breathed a prayer to 
Heaven for protection from his hated love. 

She continued wandering in the air, 
insensible that the veil of evening was 
already drawn over the earth, for the splen- 
dour of the rising moon rendered the hour 
almost d rival of the day, till she was 
aroused from her trance of thought by 
voices, which issued from behind a knot 
of shrubs, near the path along which she 
was moving. 

Startled by the sound, without the in- 
tention of prying into any person*s secrets, 
she stopped and listened — *^ Twice has 
he questioned you thus ?'* asked a voice, 
which she immediately knew to be that of 
Sir Sigismund Blunt. 

"Aye,*' replied another. His tones 
were entirely foreign to her ear, and the 
single monosyllable which he had uttered, 
was spoken in a tone between suUenness 
and ill-temper. 
Sir Sigismund spoke again— the first 

part 
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part of his sentence was not audible to 
Eleonora — the words which she heard were 
— •" You know she never did — not any 
child) none, none ! " 

" I told him so," replied the other 
voice. 

Sir Sigismund spoke again, but in tones 
so low, that Eleonora could not distinguish 
a word that was said. When he became 
silent, his companion merely exclaimed, in 
a voice of discontent — " Pshaw ! " 

Again they conversed for a considerable 
time, and accidental words only were heard 
by Eleonora — she wished to quit the spot 
where she stood, lest they should issue 
out upon her, and suspect her of being a 
designed listener to their discourse ; but 
the fear of being overheard by them if she 
ventured to move, restrained her from 
departing. At length Sir Sigismund's 
unknown companion said — ^^Come^ come, 
do i»ot give way thus — let us return to the 
castle — it is late." 
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*^ O bear with ttie, bear with me!" re- 
plied Sir Sigismund ; ^ for to thee alone 
can I pour out the tortures of my soul." 

" Come, come,'* returned the other. 

"Oh, Fabian!'* sighed out Sir Sigis- 
mund ; and she then heard their receding 
steps. ' » 

*^ Fabian!" echoed the heart of Eleo- 
nora ; " is it in his breast that Sir Sigis- 
mund reposes the secrets of his soul ? i« 
it in him alone that he places confid^oe — 
from him alone that he seefks consoktioii^ 
when blest with the society and affection 
of so engaging a woman as Lady Thoma- ^ 
sine ? .. 

From various points which she had wit- 
nessed in Sir Sigismund's conduct, she 
was convinced that there was- some mystery 
which enveloped his character — still she 
believed him amiably, but unhappy; and 
he therefore shared her warmest pity. 

When the steps of Sir Sigismund and 
his companion were no longer audible, 

she 
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she turned hastiljr into a path which led to 
the castle, by an opposite direction to the 
one which they had taken ; and having 
reached her chajnber, she resolved to qnit 
it no more that night. 
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CHAP. V. 

*' By this, the northern wiggoner hid let 
His seTenfold teme behind the stedfast star. 

That was in Ocean waves yet never wet. 
But firme is fizt, and sendeth light from hr 
To all that in the wide deep wandering are : 

And cheerful Chanttdere, with his note shrill. 
Had warned once, that Phcebus' fiery carre 

In haste was climbing up the eastern hill ; 

Fi\Il envious that Night so long his room did fill.*^ 

Spbncer 



*' Mark where yon ruin froi^ns upon the steep. 
The giant spectre of departed power ! 
Within those shadowy walls, and silent chambers. 
Have stalk'd the crimes of days long past/' 

The first intelligence which Eleonora re- 
ceived, on rising in the morning, was^ 
that the messenger who had been sent to 
Framlingham Castle, with the tidings of 
Saint Ethelbert's unexpected ^return, was 
come back. By him Sir Sigismund had re- 
ceived 
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ceived a most pressing entreaty trom Lord 
Henry Fitzroy, for himself, and his family, 
immediately to make their promised visit to 
Framlingbam castle ; urging, that as they 
had agreed shortly to visit him, he wished 
them to hasten the period of their setting 
out, in . compliance wjith his impatience 
to behold Saint Ethelbert, who would of 
course accompany them into Suffolk ; and 
alleging that he was detained by matters of 
importance, from bearing in person those 
congratulations on his preservation to his 
uncle, which he wished to render him. 

Enclosed in the epistle which contained 
this invitation, it was observed that Sir 
Sigismund had received from Lord Henry 
a second letter, of which the contents ap- 
peared greatly to interest his feelings ; and 
having again and again perused it, he de- 
clared his intention of complying with 
Lord Fitzroy's request^ and the third day 
from the present was accordingly fixed 
upon, for the conimencement of their 
jouiney towards Framlingbam Castle. 

F 5 Having 
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Having permitted to the perusal of Lady 
Blunt that letter of Lord Henry's which 
spoke solely of Saint Ethelbett^ . and the 
pleasure which he anticipaited from their 
visit, Sir Sigismund put it into the hand 
of Eleonora, who, however free her heart 
might be from vanity, still read with satis* 
faction the handsome and flattering terms 
in which he bad included her in his in* 
vitation. The only reluctam<e which she 
experienced at the idea of quitting her 
present abode, was, lest any communication 
relative to the fate of her beloved father 
should be forwarded to it by Cyprian, and 
that, by her absence, she might experience 
so considerable a delay in its receipt^ as to 
render it of little value at the time it 
might reach her. But this objection Sir 



Sigismund over-ruled, by promising to 
leave it in strict charge to one of his 
, domestics, immediately to dispatch after 
them a courier, with any packet - which 
might arrive for her. He lamented that 
she was unacquainted where to address 

Cyprian, 
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Cyprian^ as in such case he might have 
been directed whither to send her his letters 
of ioforiuation i s^s she had not this know- 
ledge, the plan which be had proposed 
was the only one which could be adopted. 
When the morning destined for their 
setting out arrived^ the twilight had yet 
scarcely peeped from the eastern sky^ ere 
all veas bustle and preparation in Castle 
Gower* The steps of the domestics pass- 
ing backwards and forwards in the gal- 
leries, awakened Eleotiora ; and it was an 
interruption which she did not lament, for 
dreams of an unpleasant nature had haunted 
her pillow during the whole of the night, 
and she felt it a relief to raise herself upon 
her couch, and to reflect that the evils 
vrith wliich they had terrified her senses^ 
bad been but imaginary ones. But from 
these fancied evils her thoughts roved tothe 
contemplation of real miseries : amidst 
these, the undecided fate of her suffering 
father stood foremost to her view — next 
appeared the horrid declaration,, which the 

savage 



108 . TfiE Ol^RNOt^K. 

savage and impetaods Sir Hildebrahd had 
madQ to her of his affection — ** Where^ 
where," she exdaimed, « is now that bemg/ 
who once proniised me his eternal love 
and protection ! O that he were now here, 
to rescue me from the terrifying purpose 
of Sir Hildebrand ! Can it be that he is 
ignorant of my residence, or of my fate; 
6r that he is withheld from consoling me^ 
if not by his pi'esence, at least by that 
signal of his truth, which he taught me to 
expect from him ?*' 

In these reflections she enKployedl her 
mind, till Gillian appeared to assist her 
in risififg. A very short time served^ to 
equip her; and, descending into the castle 
hall, she was surprised by the ^splendid 
preparations for their journey, which she 
beheld from its windows in the court-yard. 

The only ' vehicle which she had ever 
seen, was the one which had home her la- 
mented father to his captivity ; and it had 
been one withotit a pretension to aiiy 
quality but that of use. A sumptuous 
'^ carriage 
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Carriage, richly painted, and with seats of 
velvet, now met her eye; and the mag^ 
nificence of the trappings, whidi appeared 
in themselves almost a sufficient burden 
for the horses' which were destined to draw 
it, was equally novel to her observation. 
Numerous horses were also preparing for 
the domestics of both sexes ; and she like* 
wise saw several men in a distinct livery, 
who were to act as their guards upon the. 
road, preparing their animals at some dis- 
tance from these, near the stables. 

Sir Sigismund and Lady Blunt now ap- 
pearing, the signal for departure was given* 
The sumptuous vehicle was accoitlingly 
drawn forth, and Lady Thomasine and 
Eleonora having ascended into it, were 
followed by Saint Ethelbert. and Sir Sigis- 
mund. Every moment until the horses 
were put into motion, did ]£leonora dread 
to behold Sir Hildebrand appear as their 
companion; but her expectations were 
agreeably deceived ; and in the course of 
their journey she received still more satis* 

factory 



factory inforaiation^ by learnitig that, it 
was not his inteiition to follow them to 
Fsamliogbim Gajstle^ till the :expiratioii of 
another week. 

Their ' progriess was slow ; aad the va- 
riety of sceuea throagh which they passed^ 
would have afforded infinite delight tp a 
mind more at ease than was that of Eleo-* 
nora. Even : now she beheld them with 
considerable admiration^ and derived some* 
thing like a soothing composnre from the 
still beauties of the vairying landscape. 

On the second night df their journey, 
th^y rested at £^ nunnery, of which a cer-- 
tain portion was set apait for the recep- 
tion of travellers. When Eleonora retired 
to her bed, she found that the chamber 
assigned to her use had no contiguous one 
for that of Gillian ; and she accordingly 
directed her to leave the lamp burning 
upon the hearth. 

Fatigued with travelling, Eleonora soon 
sunk into the lap of sleep. In the midclle 
of the night she was suddenly awaked by 

^ the 
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the creaking 6lf her chamber door: she 
recollected that it had not been locked^ for 
she had.entei'ed her bed before (jrillian had 
quitted her, and thus it had been left an«- 
secured. 

She instantly started up, and drew aside 
the curtain*^— she perceived the door mov- 
ing slowly back on its hinges, and the 
next moment, to her great surprise, she 
beheld the hermit Agatha. , 

Uncertain whether to believe it really 
the human being whose likeness appeared 
before her, or to suppose it a phantom 
which had assumed her shape and counte* 
nance, Eleonora was on the point of utter- 
ing an exclamation of alarm ; but, at the 
instant that she was preparing to do so, 
Agatha stepped hastily to the side of her 
bed, and said-:—" Hush ! speak not^— for 
Heaven*s sake be silent ! " 

" Are you really Agatha ? only tell me 
whether you are indeed Agatha herself ? *' 
with difficulty breathed forth JBleonora. 

The hermit placed h^r hand upon that 

,^ of 
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of Eleonora> to convince her of her sub* 
stantiality, and said — ^^ Yes> my dear child^ 
I am indeed Agatha, and your sincere 
friend." 

^' What can bring you to this place, and 
at this hour of the night?** mquired EJeo- . 
nora. 

"My regard for you," replied Agatha, 
" I love yon tenderly, and I would not 
for the world forfeit your esteem. I fear* 
ed that you might consider me to have 
neglected you, in not having performed 
my promise of coming to inquire after the 
Lady Magdalene whilst she lived, or to 
console you for her loss after her decease. 
If I omitted to perform towards you those 
offices of friendship, it was not that you 
were during that interval forgotten by me; 
no, Eleonora, my hours were then em- 
ployed upon your interests " 

*' Upon mine !" repeated the astonished 
Eleonora. 

" As I say," returned Agatha. " 1 doubt 
not that I surprise you — you know that my 

ways 
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ways have always appeared more or less 
enigmatical — perhaps that appearance may 
increases-there is, however, rest assured, 
no mystery in the friendship that I bear 
you. Yon are at present deprived of the 
protection of an amiable father — daring his 
separation from yon, I will, as far as lies 
in my ability, snpply to you bis loss. By 
this explanation, I have made my peace 
with yon, which I feared my apparent neg- 
lect might have broken-— this done, fare- 
well, and Heaven bless yon, Eleonora^" 
and having said this, she was departing. 

**0 stay, I entreat yon stay," cried 
Eleonora. 

" I cannpt,*' replied Agatha; " we might 
be surprised together, >and that must not 
be ; nor, as you value my friendship, ire- 
late to any one this noctnrnal visit — my 
pnrpose in making it was to tell you, that 
amidst whatever trials or afflictions may 
assail you, you will have a firm and I trust 
an efficacious friend, in Agatha — I have 
done so, and now farewell.'' 

As 
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As she sppk6 th^se words^ she daited oat 
c^ the chamber; and ^leonoxahpard her 
torn the lock af thedootj; ip prder 19; pre- 
via t her from following Jb^r. . . , 
: A&tonbh'meiit was for a conslder^hlje 
time the oaly feielitig of .which the unQd 
of Eleonora was capable^-**" Whence could 
the hermit Agatha have^eomej by what, 
means have gained ia knowledge! of her 
lodging that night at the nuiineiry? how 
haye. procured admittance to henchamber? 
and in what manner have been engaged in 
her intei'ests, at the. time .she had in vain 
expected to see her at Worcester Casftle ?*' 
These were all mysteries, alike incompre*- 
hensible. To her surprise, at. length suc- 
ceeded a feeling of a gentlernaiure, which 
partook more of happiness than most sensa- 
sions to which she had lately 'been accus- 
tomed. It.arose from the impressive as- 
surance which Agatha had given her. of 
her friendship, and the abilit}^ of which 
she had appeared to know herself possessed, 
of rendering that friendship of essential 

service 
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service to her, mystic as it seemed, that 
the recluse should* be gifted with such a 
power. And Eleondfa would probably 
have been tempterf to believe Agatha's ap- 
pearing to her that night, and the words in 
which she had addreshed her, as the effect 
of one of those temporary derangements of 
faculty, under which many causes had given 
her reason to believe that she labout'ed, 
had not this idea been confuted by the de* 
claration which she had just made, that — 
" she was sensible of her ways having ever 
appeared to be more or less enigmati- 
cal, and that perhapis that appearance 
might increase; but that there was no 
mystery in the friendship which she bore 
her." 

The daughter of Latimer slept ho more 
that night. At an early hour in the morn- 
ing she arose and dressed herself, and glad- 
ly would have quitted her chamber, and 
have endeavoured to dissipate that by 
wandering in the air; but her inability to 

unlock 
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* 

unlock the door of her apartment rendered 
her wish impracticable. 

At length Gillian came to liberate her 
from her captivity. On entering the cham- 
ber she merely exclaimed — ** Well, I am 
sure I could almost have sworn that I did 
not lock the door upon you last night, 
after 1 had put you to bed, my Lady ; but 
I find 1 did though, for all that. I am so 
Jlustered with all this travelling, 9XiA pedes- 
trian exercise, as Joel calls riding on horse- 
back, that I really believe I am a little 
touched sometimes, for my part.'* And as 
Eleonora made no reply, the subject was 
not continued. 

Eleonora now descended into the lower 
apartments of the nunnery. The nuns she 
saw not ; but of the boarders who attended 
upon the travellers, she entertained the 
greatest wish to inquire whether any one, 
corresponding with the description of Aga- 
tha, had that night lodged there? but she 
was withheld from making the inquiry, by 

the 
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the positiTe manner in which the recluse 
had enjoined her not to let their meeting 
be known. 

Having partaken of the breakfast pre- 
pared for them^ the travellers again set 
forward. The air was chilly, the sky cloudy, 
and the weather by no means so plea- 
sant, as it had been on the two former 
days of their journey. Sir Sigismund did 
not join the party in the carriage, but 
mounted his horse, which had been hither- 
to led for him by one of his servants. 

When they had travelled for nearly three 
hours, the principal part of their road hav* 
ing lain o^r wild heaths, which stretched 
themselves almost as far as the eye could 
cove, they descried what appeared a stately 
edi6ce, shrouded amongst a knot of trees, 
that prevented any of its features from 
being distinctly seen. As they approached 
nearer to it, Eleonora discovered it to be 
the extensive remains of what had once been 
a building of a monastic structure. 

She inquired if its history were known ? 

and 
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and was informed by Lady Blunt tlm^t it 
had been a monastery, which had fallen 
under the displeasure of Khig Stephen; 
that it had been, by him deprived of its 
privileges ; and a9 the land upon whicb it 
immediately stpod had not since that time 
been appropriated to any possessor, the 
edifice had been suffered to fall into natural 
decaj.^ 

The appearance of the ruin was of the 
most picturesque kind. The ivy had crept 
unmolested up its venerable walls, till, 
having reached their summit, its luxuriant 
branches fell back in the mest graceful 
shapes upon the parent stem^ appearing 
to protect it with their silken leaves. The 
broken pillars of the refectory, peqping 
from amongst the trees, formed a vista of 
the most romantic kind, leading into the 
interior of the pile.; and not least attrac- 
tive were the dilapidate window-frames, 
covered as it were with a net-work of the 
thickly-spreading bryony. 

As they wer^ pa^^sing albpg the side of 

' the 
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the gentle acclivity^ on which this bnild- 
ing reared its mihcms head, rain began to 
fall ; and Eleonora, who felt the most ar- 
dent desire to wander for a ' short time 
amidst those fragments of mouldering gran-^ 
deor^ which' had so forcibly struck her 
observation with th^r beauty, was encou- 
raged by the accident of the weather to 
inquire, whether, as; their carriage was 
open to the air, it would not be advisably 
to seek shelter amopg the walls of the 
old monastery, till the shower should have 
subsided? 

llie rain increased rapidly, to a violence 
which Eleonora bad riot herself expecied, 
and Lady Blunt, and' 2^int fitbelbert, im- 
mediately ^ coalesced with her in opinion, 
and alighted from the vehicle. They found 
the entrance . into the ruins coosiderably 
obstructed, by-sfe^rcil fragments of * th& 
massive waHs which had fallen amidst the 
underwood, and almost choked ; up the 
passage txi sucb^parts w were id a more 
:::itire condition. ' { 

From 
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From most of the ehambers the roofs 
were entirely gone, and the walls in many 
places perforated by the wesither^ and dis« 
coloured by the damps. In one of them, 
however, i, tolerable shelter was found; 
and here, in some niches which presented 
themselves at one of its extremities, Lady 
Blunt and the holy father sought repose, 
after the fatigue they had experienced in 
passing over the loose stones which were 
scattered along the approach to it. 

Eleonora wandered about at a distance 
from her companions ; and raising her eyes 
to a grand archway, which almost appear- 
ed to totter under the weight of the air, 
and to frown destruction on those beneath^ 
she insensibly exclaimed aloud — ^^ How 
sublime and awful ! "" 

"Awful, indeed, my Lady/' replied a 
voice, which on turning round, sh6 found 
to have been that of Joel, who with GiU 
lian bad taken shelter in a cavity at its 
foot-^Eleonora smiled, and Joel added — 
*^ But perhaps you were neyer here before^ 
Ladv?" ' Never 
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** Never,*' answered Eleonora. 

" Then you don't know what a dreadful 
place this has the repute of being?*' re- 
turned JoeL 

" Indeed I do not/' Eleonora said. 

" Nor ever heard of the villain that lived 
here once ? " continued Joel ; " not in the 
time that it was inhabited by the monks. 
Lady, but since then, within my recollec- 
tion." 

"No indeed," returned Eleonora; *'pray 
who was he r" 

" He called himdelf a warrener," an- 
swered Joel ; 1* but he has been pretty 
clearly proived since to have been a mur- 
derer. They say, that in the second cham- 
ber of that tower yonder," pointing towards 
one as he spoke, ^^ the blood of the poor 
sufferer whom he murdered may be seen 
to this day — I never went to look for it, 
Heaven knows !" 

"Murdered here!" exclaimed Gillian; 
" O pray do let us get away from thi^ 
place ; for I make no doubt but the un« 

VOL. 11. c ' fortunate 
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fortunate person's apprehension walks 
amongst idiese frightful ntins.^ 

^^ Ofa no, no ! no occasion for alarin 
now/' replied Joel, detaining her ; " ^osts 
never walk till twelve o'clock at night.'' 

^^ Whom isit supposed that this inhuman 
being murdered ?" asked JSIaonora. * : 

^'''That is not known, Ladjr, nor even 
guessed at/' said Joel; -^bnt, shstee on his 
cowardly and cruel heart, it was a female 
— one whom he would have known thftt it 
was his first duty to protect, if he had^iad 
half an otince of man's blood in his veins. 
The story is told thus, Lady ^^It is said, 
that one evening two travellers passing 
this way, just at the dusk of evening was 
coming on, were overtaken by a stoltn, 
which induced them to' seek for shelter in 
these ruins. They had heard that the place 
was inhabited by Black Bria ff i. ■ " 

"Oh, mercy!" cried Gillian, "what's 
that ! ain't it something wicked and fright- 
ful?" 

Why it was the warrener's name," re- 
plied 
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plied Joel ; ^'-Black Brian was the tiatne 
he went hj ajboot the coiintry. — The traf- 
yeU^rs tiad both acci/ientally seen him at 
a village} not. nHin j. ipil^s ctf, and so they 
judged ^e W<^ld recDgniee them, and will- 
ioglj let tb^m.dry themselvei^ by hi$ fire ; 
hiktm>i signts oi^a fire could they didcover, 
norcoi^ldtil^yai^y where Qnd Black Brian. 
At lei^b» 94 tb^y irere stupabling about, 
(for it wp^.grQwitig 4*rker eyery minute) 
over the bits .of wall, and pillars, tha( Ife 
^cqjttered abo9t hercj they espied ^ light 
in. the U^wht yonder, and it the same time 
beatd b ^ov^^ fpinethirig likfs a sigh, or a 
litified Ssbriekrr-was not that terrible?" 

*'Oh yes, very terrible," cried Gillian; 
*'pr£Ky don't tell as any ipore about it " 

" Yes, yes, I beg you will proceed," said 
Sleonora, whose curiosity and interest were 
alike awakened by the relation. 

Proud of detaining Eleonora his listen- * 
43r, Joel continued thus :— " The travellers 
directly groped their way up to the second 
x^hamber of the tower ( the first thing 4hey, 

G 2 Jseheld 
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beheld was a lantern standing on the 
ground, and its light jast served to shew 
them a female straggling with Black 
Brian, and anothet fellow, who appeared 
to be his accomplice in his 'villany. The 
travellers, oil seeing this, c^led on them 
to desist, and spare the wretched female, 
when instantly Black Brian drew a pistol 
from his girdle, and fired it at them. Its 
contents, fortunately, did neither of them 
any injury ; btat whildt their sight was ob- 
scured by the cloud of smoke produced by 
the discharge of the pistol. Black Brian, 
his accomplice, and the female, all disap*- 
peared from the place, and carried with 
them the lantern." 

" Did the travellers pursue them ?" ask- 
ed Eleonora. 

"They attempted it," answered Joel, 
'^ but darkness. Lady, prevented their 
search." 

'^ Then I fear the poor female perished," 
said Eleonora. 

^^ It is supposed so. Lady," returned 

Joel. 
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Joel. " The travellers immediately pro- 
ceeded to the nearest village, and brought 
other persons with them to assist in ex- 
amining the plaqe, but no one could be 
found in it. Sevei'al spots of blood were 
discovered on the floor of the second 
chamber of the tower; but nothing fuither 
is known. — Black Brian has never since 
been heard of.'* 

^^ How long is it since this circumstance 
occurred ?" inquired Eleonora. ' 

"Somewhere between twenty and twenty- 
five years ago, Lady," replied Joel. " It 
was when I was quite a youth,** he added, 
addressing these words particularly to 
Gillian. 

" I should like to see this chamber,** said 
Eleonora; " which way can I get to it ?" 

" I have heard,'* answered Joel, ^* that 
the broken arch which you see to the left 
yonder, Lady, leads into a nan*ow passage, 
at the extremity of which there is a flight 
of stairs^ up to the chamber ; but you had 
better not venture.*' 
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'^ O-bo^ pray do not Yenture, my dear 
Lady/; cried OaKto* ; ' 

^' If yoo; meet no hafrar^ ryoHi may at 
least be frightened; La()y/* sftid^Joel. - 

"O no, not no .'fear bf iff* replied 
Eleonora ; ^^ yott haoW you said . youn^ 
just naw^ that ghoats never inalk^tfll tvrelte 
o^ciock at mgbt/' ' '' >. . ^ » • 

Without hesitation EleoAdra'psooeeded 
to the passage, which' she. eitfered^abd'hn- 
mediately discovered theisitaars. ' These it 
i-eqoiredl some caittioa to aseeridy aa^ they 
were coasideralfly daAia^ed> by the/hanii 
of time, aiid also very: darky light being 
\ admitted upon*, them only tbroughroftcrbMr 

Joop-holes in the walls, which were now 
almost closed; up. by (the 'cliistertng fvy* 
With some Idiffieulty she gained a smaU 
apartmerit, in which she 'looked ^round 'for 
an.'ascent into the* second diamber^ as she 
snpposqd, from* the tide by-'wUcfa : Joel 
had distingaiished ft, thiit Ttimust /be above 
the one she was now in. 'She could' how« 
ever discover no outlet from this apart^ 

ment^ 
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ment, bot the. door by which 9he.had en^ 
tered iV ^pd one imjuedtately: opposite to 
this> from ti^bioh a few steps led down into 
a short passagei at the. end of; which she 
perceived anbther door half closed. This 
she now concluded, must be the . ^coud 
.chamber,, and proceeded dauntlessly to- 
wards it. On pushing open the door, she 
discovered an apartmentj of which tHe 
ruinous roof still bore eyid^nce of former 
splendour. Upon. piUars^ of st^ne, which 
had been plaqed at the corners either for 
prntamefit or support, curious workman- 
ship was still visible^ and the like was dis- 
cernible on man J parts of the wails. From 
these, E^emora^caat ^er i&yes upon the floor 
in search of the stains made by the blood 
of the; unhappy suierer, of whom Joel 
had spoken. The floor was almost generally 
discoloured by the gnsen damps which the 
dripping dews had settled upon it. Near 
the hearth, amidst som^ fragments of stone 
which appeared to have fallen down the 
chimneyy she observed upon the boards a 

purple 
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purple streak, which she supposed might 
be the stam of blood of which she had been 
told. At the moment that she fixed her 
eyes upon it, she heard a low and hollow 
voice exclaim — *^ Beware ! Beware H 

Excessive terror seized her; and regard- 
less that the word^ conveyed rather a warn- 
ing than a threat, and expecting to see 
them folloived by the appearance of some 
dreadful mnrderer, she fled from the spot 
with all the precipitancy of which her 
trembling frame was capable. 

On reaching the stairs leading down in- 
to the narrow passage, their ruinous state 
obliged her to slacken, her pace; for an 
instant she listened — all' was perfectly still, 
and she began to descend* When she had 
arrived near the bottom, a distant hum, as 
of persons in conversation, struck her ear. 
She at first imagined it to be the voices of 
some of her own companions ; but having 
gone down a conple more steps, the sounds 
became more distinct, and appeared to pro- 
ceed from some spot immediately behind 

her 
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heV ; she condnded that there must be some 
one following her, and instinctively tnrn- 
ed round bei* head ; but no one was to be 
seen, and still the voices were audible. A 
second time she cast around her eyes, and 
tbey fell on a narrow chink in tbe wall^ 
which had been formed by the giving way 
of one of the stairs. 

Througll this chasm it was now evident 
that the sound proceeded; and on her de- 
scending one more step, the chink was 
brought directly opposite to her eye. She 
inclined her hea<l towards it, and to her 
utter astonishment, beheld through it a 
Duni.ber of men, to the amount she sup- 
pt)sed of fifty, in course aiid' rough dresses ; 
some seat^ upon the ground, othf^rs lying 
extended upon it, and still more letoing 
against the walls: what she could dis- 
tinguish of the scenery, looked like a 
rough hewn cave or cell, into which the 
light appeared to ^e admitted from the 
top. 

Her alarm was now excited, not alone 

G 5 ^ for 



— 1 



130 TIW.UNKNOWNi 

for beraelf, but . for h^\rt tofypmiomy ^ jSfacf 
could have im> doabt iq pronouAclDg ibe 
assembly whicb she bieb^ld;a[ ^Q0ffio£:bati'^ 
ditti^ \rbo, if they diaei^v^F^d dtiy^^andeirer« 
near tbeir bfttint^ woald qM JkeHltite) to 
sacrifice th^iQ to theui Ie4rs; and :t\mt 

-avarice. ') ' 

To .hasten and infornfir ]th^M \oi' their 
daqg^r was, now h^r onlfi^.;^ ^tid^ahe wa» 

* withdramng her eye frppi jthecbaaQr> ,when 
it fell tippa; to object wbieh} gave ^.^jsk 
tire tnra to^ her, feelings. . It resC^dr on the 
epnntenanqe of a man >w)xof n s>hei Gft)serve(i 
seated at a t^blcf in the iiiidftt of ;the as$em^ 
bly, and who. at thatinstant K'MMpg his 
head from a rMl of parclbti?^ which be 
held in his band^ d}9<Qoy<ered : to -her the 
features rf her mysterious accjuaintaoce of 
the wood» , , • 

Scarcely had she reeogilized> him^ .ere 
the sovinds. of-r* • Lady , Efeooora ! Lady 
Eleonora! whfere arfe yoit^ Lady. £leo- 
nora?" burst upon her ear from Various 
parte of the ruins ; and she immediately 

ran 
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mn.to.iDfet: thpsevba ivere ia; piirsait of 
her. The first person whom she enqoqn- 
teredw^^oe|-7-*^Q^l Lady^' he said,.** you 

, «ire .^n^r^ted to TfrtWP diri^ctly tp.liiq cHr- 

^i^0-T!$)i;:.Sigi«nmnd is ijpt w0|l> ftad begs 
yoi) wiU Wt delay." , 

,^ Eieppora hastened' tows^^ds the. path 
which led to iVr^rain^w^s still fallings bat 

. its yipleiu^. ha4 a^at^ Before she had 
reached the- vehicle* she overtook Lady 
Blnnt and Saiut JEkhelbert — *'Wbat, my 
dear Madam/* she said, addressing therfor- 
mer, ^*is tj^ mister with: Sir Sigismund?'' 
': ". Nothing,. -m'y lo,ve> jbpt what, 1 trust, 
will soon pass off again/' replied Lady 
Blunt. " Whatever, w ;gloomy in its ap- 
pearance,, jregnjarly depressea Ms W^^k 
spirits. The s^gbt of these ruins ha^ thus 
affected him ; and he baa s^it to beg that 
we will instantly qmt them> and endeavour 
to find ahelter in some pl^ce more pleasant 
to his feelings,*^ 

" i believe it will not be necessary for 

. us to seek one/' said Saint Ethelbert ; 

'* the 
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ti 



the SHU is beginning to trittmph over the 



rain.*' 



When they had reached the ca.rriage, 
they found Sir Sigismnnd seated in it, 
with bis face rested on the palm of. his 
hand, as it were to secnre him from be- 
holding the mouldering fiile which his 
companions had just quitted. 

Silence for some time prevailed; Sir 
Sigismnnd broke it— ** Thank Heaven," 
he said, *^ that we have left that melancholy 
spot!" 

^* You should' endeavour, my son," re- 
plied Saint Ethelbert, "to conquer this 
nervous indisposition which occasionally 
attacks you. Men of evil lives may feel 
their spirits harassed by the sight of 
gloomy objefcts, the remorse of their con- 
science assisting to darken e^'^ry scene 
which they contemplate. A inati of your 
benevolent turn of mind cannot be ac- 
qnainted with such a foe to his peace.'* 

Sir Sigismund heaved a deep sigh, 
" What is there more to create a depres- 
sion 
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sion of spirits in a ruin, than m a perfecJt 
edific?** erematked the holy fkther ; '*the 
materials which compose them bdthhave 
once been the same— habitation is the only 
difference between them ; and I should 
suppose that the mind of nselancholy vronld 
rather fear to enter a' spot which is in^ 
habited, than Cfde which is deserted ; the 
residers in the former may chance to prove 
his Miemies, the latter possesses none to 
assail him. I hope/' he added, after a 
pause, ** that yoa do not admit the foolish 
and weak ideas which the vulgar encourage, 
of supemataral beings resorting to those 
spots which earthly inhabitants have quit^' 
ted?" 

Sir Sigismnnd did not reply^ but ap- 
peared uneasy and agitated; 

" For my oswn part, I regard those pre- 
judices so little,^ Saint Ethelbert w(»t ou 
saying, '^that I one night, when I was 
-benighted on the road in Spain, slept in 
a ruin, of the nature of the one we have 

just 
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jUB% pa$sed, where t^e ghoBt of a^a4y who 
bftd' be^o murdered witbm its waik, was 
reported to, w^der. Hut wfas^t cause had 
I for ^A^tm t>Drtbat . a^Qouot ?rHili6 cqpid 
bear me i)^ m^U€e^I.w<w:QOt bar mur- 
derex^^he' jnigbik indeed* have, felt some 
^anse to tremble in my Jiitaatioiu'' 

"The? fiWFabte bb¥e beteor tdli% jptier 
sMd EleoBoiai /Mhat .tbefe4» 4: story of the 
luurdei* ^f a Jady Connected ^itb these 
ruiQs, aud that — — **_ 
• " For the: Jb¥Q of • Heaveo," ,exclaiwed 
. Sir Sigtsffiuiid, / inteilMBipttfig ber^ " for- 
bear to relate these ho!#r id tales, or you 
.will drive ma fit>m tnelducboly into mad^ 



nessl" 



^* Yes, pray desist,** said Lady Blunt ; 
" I am sure you wo^ld not, either of you, 
willingly caose Sir .Sigismvnd an dncom- 
tbrtable sensatioii ^ and ^ahlifiv«3 of this 
kind always fill his mind with a despond- 
ency, which for hours, and not nnfr^- 
quently for' days, after he has hiiard them, 

consumes 
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consumes bis spirits and his peace-^it is 
a malady which deserves onr pity and our 
care.'* ** 

Sir Sigismnnd took a hand of his wife 
in his, an4 pressed it affectionately, as if 
to thank her for the anxiety which she 
displayed for his happiness. 

ThrQughimt the remainder - of the day 
an almost uhintermpti^ sil^ce prevailed. 
Gloom was the characteristic expression 
of EIeonora*s companions; and in her 
own breast- this singte i idea; had i place — 
^*Can it be possible that the man to 
whom my'beaft is. givep^ can be a/ rob- 
ber—^a member of a gang.y^vbanditfi!-'— 
y^t If h^t else *i!aii 1 suppose 4)|im^ from- the 
sitoatioB 19; which I have this day beheld 
him ? A robber !-r*-Oh dneadhjil thoug^tM-r- 
Heaven! Heaven forbid vitl'* »be silently 
prayed* 




CHAP- 
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CHAP. VI. 

** How rey'rend is the face of this tall pile. 
Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads-, 
To bear aloft Its arched and pond'roiis^^roOf, 
By its own w«^ht made stedfaAt and ImmoTeable ! " 

CONGREVE. 



•*Ay, my mother^ 
With all my bearti I thank ithe«. for my fstther!" 

' KlNOJOHH. 

r 4 » • « 

I 

Towards the dose of the day,' as -otir 
travellers were ascending a steep hill, the 
majestic features of Fl-a^mliti'ghafiii Castle 
burst upon their sight. First arose to their 
view its embattled towers, and beneath 
these were seen the shadoWy groves which 
filled its beautiful and extensive park, and 
wliich, at the distance from whence they 
w^ere viewed, appeared to be planted im- 
mediately around its walls, of which they 
suffered but a partial glimpse to be caught. 

But 
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But before we proceed in onr tale, it 
may be necessary to say a few words of an 
edifice, which was at that period accounted 
the most magnificent stnict^ire in the king- 
dom, and which at this day affords one of 
the most splendid monuments of antiquity 
which England can boast. 

Tradition assets Framlingham Castie to 
have been origimiDy built by one of the 
Saxon kings, during the time of the hep- 
tiircfay. From this period its possessors 
were various, and often changing, till the 
conquest of England by William, Duke of 
Noi'mandy ; and this prince resolved to 
retain it as a royal possession, -not less be- 
cause it was a spot of material assistance to 
him in restraimng the oppressed English 
in that part of the kingdom, within the 
bounds of their obedience, than the more 
effectually to de£nid it against the Daties, 
who claimed it as theirs, and who made 
frequent invasions upon the coaist near 
which it stood. In this particular he was 
followed by his son Williain Rnfus. But 

bis 
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Us tb^d 8on, Htary th^ Firsts after he had 
beeb aoiae. tiia<: seated od tlie throne,; faav-^ 
log J^ov^it t^ E4>gli»h iirto grteter auh* 
jeolidn^ aod bo longer jafllureheDdiDg th^ 
Panca^ gfraated (he testle ' aod ' ttAfior to 
Sir fitiger:Btgodr 

After this as8igaiiieiit9;theiCaBtle of Fram^ 
Unghain* was for neaiiy: four 'dentnries 
sometimes^ intbe pbssctisieii ' of the prince; 
sometime^ in that of the anhjeet,. according 
as aoddent^r intemst^ or ' faTonir dinseteds 
Previonsly tO' the. rl^igii of Henry the 
Seventh, ihfi Dake* kA Norfolk hach for 
several gwei^ioos h^ld it in^ pbseessioii^ 
till- by hun deprived of; it and of their- titie« 
But his doecte^pTr Htory the Eighthiice^ 
stored to them, their boniMirs^ by, coeating 
the Earl of Suirty Duke of Norfolk, and 
returning to him tbd castle' of} FramJing** 
haim where he; at an iadvaiiced a^^idted^ 
and was «ocoeeded by his sm. Thomas*; 
which nobiemto was mot ool j a inost zeal* 
ous Roman Gathcdic, aid a man< possessed 

of 
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of aiii imnieBaie i^ye&^ef.btK also of g)-^t 
strength in bis alliances. 
. Tliie. ptejisdie^ of, Shmy ihe Eighth 
y^m^effitjmwif strolAg,^ )liiji} DfHSUB^ backed 
nioiis JiiUin^ tli^; stm^tie <>f hU 

fmoxtti thaor; the: iaaiiiy tof < th^ Howard*; 
Almadyi as High^rtoimrdwOf'Bi^Itoi^ be 
hAi ipMsid^d at 1^ trfal Igf itb& Jijl^rdd 
Anqai; Bdleif£^ iiii th^ttgrmt baill ^ the 
To WOT. ; ' ajBidi iB tb& saiwi^ %ila^iiy -iheibad^'Siii 
M;pijb»t||ptU at>t^ai»mgiM»wt«cif tb& Lord 

rmdw^off iGbairl^ BDw49#i/f£hikerof Suf. 
fQl^lhyythiii }^f^^ be ba4 

be^<ap{H)inled.Eftrl»«Mai$ttfdof'£ii^^^^^ 
and al tn/^ai^ i Immbdiaftely ^ aft^t^ Viq^roy of 
^elaodihafl been added to bifi-^ignjiiesv ' 
.- . Tot r Hepry. Hovrardy ^ Gftri of Swirty , the 
Diike-a eldest 1900^. Ibad^ iedto beea exteodbd 
maay< flatteiaBgi loaarkftjitf itfaerbiiigfai.pair^- 
tialitjr. The-Dnebes^BdiragperbftNorfelk 
hiA been invited: to faecodoe tfes godiiioiU^ 
of the; Princess Eitaabelfa;. aiidilihefird»- 

peirity 
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pcrity of the Howards urag the envy of the 
realm . 

Only one legitimate son, £i<lw(ird, had 
heen the frait of Henry's varionatiidfriages* 
The mother of this prince i^% Jane Sey-* 
moor, whose own existence was forfeited 
by giving life to her child; and to whom 
alone, of all bis qneens^ Henry paid the 
tribute of lamentation fi^r her death, on 
account of her having borne i^m a 8on« 

It was the secret wish of the king's heart 
to live till his[ son Edward should hilvegain- 
ed the ageofmanho>od, and become compe- 
tent to assert his bwn right of succession to 
his father's throne. In order, if possible, to 
prevent all disputes to* his eix>Wn, he had 
already, pursuant to an act of parliament, 
passed in the course of his reign, bequeath- 
ed it to his son Edward, and his heirs, and 
in case of their defoidt, to the < Princesses 
Mary and £iizabeth, his daughters : but 
still dreading that if bis death should take 
place whilst his son were yet a minor, he 
might, like the unfortunate Edward the 

Fifth 
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Fifth, be deprived of his. throne ; . and in 
these his apprehensions, the greatness of 
the Howards appearing to him a power 
roost capable of coi^tending with the 
prince, as well on account of their wealth 
as their strong alliance with all the heads 
of the Popish party; and above all, the 
plea they might urge of their being de- 
scendants of Edward the First ; in a fit of 
sickness with which he was seized, sup- 
posing his end to be fast approaching, 
and considering that he had but perhaps a 
very short time remaining to him in which 
to perform a material service to his son, he 
coaimtOHled the Duke of Norfolk, and his 
son the Earl of Surry, to be instantly ap« 
preh^nded, and thrown into the Tower. 

Upon thieir arraignment he accused them 
both of high treason* Against the Duke 
bis charges were of the most futile and in* 
valid nature. Still he remained condemned 
to perpetual imprisonment; nor could 
the letters of ooucessiou, and intreaty to 
be heard in person, of which he addiessed 

several 
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several to his sovereign, procnre him hk 
restoration ^o liberty. 

Against tfceEarl of Sorry he alleged his 
having qnartered m h\s st^trfieefn the arms 
of Edward the Confess orylcrag of fhe realtn 
of England. The hearinfg wai»\jns«lfic*d by 
the opinion of the heralds, hnt^ttH the 
E^rl was not released* Ris de^traction 
having heen predeterrained,*^cft<idAto<rs and 
false witnesses appeared against hfete, on 
other charges of treason, and he Waes- Con- 
demned to lose his 'head; whieh-settt^toce 
was pnt Into effect on the day ■ o€ hw con- 
demnation. 

And it is probable, that had not the king 
himself been called npon td pety the debt 
of natnre, in little more than a weSk after 
theEarl-s execution/ that t^e Doke would 
have shared his untimi&ly fate^ He was left 
' in prison, not to mourn any acdon whidi 
concerned his own conduct;- £&r he had 
been fi^thful, in word ai^ deed; to a mo- 
narch who had not known hcfW t6 value 
his services ; but to lament the hard fate of 
a noble and excellent son, whose prin- 
« ciples 
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ciples of hoQonr had been the ^ame es Juk 
p wn to hi& king, and ^o8€ ftierks had met 
even a mare severe requital. 

In ^oaseqaenee of .the DokeV attoinder, 
£oT a special bill was passed to that effect 
in the {)ai4i&i&6nt thed setting, the tast\e 
and manor of Framlingham became for- 
feited to the king, who regulated its future 
disposal, by a codicil in his own hand-- 
writing to his testaifi€»it. In the first in- 
stance^ he devised it in the regular line of 
inheritance to bis son Edward, and in the 
ev^t of his deeease wifboot jnale heirs, 
to his illegitimate son, Henry Fitisroy. 

The royid Edward died at the youthful 
age of sixte^i ; and Lord Heiiry Fitzroy 
became the possessor of Framlingham 
Castle and its domains. 

We bftve already said that the mother of 
Lord Fitzroy was Lady Elizabeth Talboyse ; 
but it h^e becomes us to add a few parti- 
culars relfttive to them both, as they are 
^ltimately connected with the events con^ 
tained in ^e future pages of this history. 

The disposition of Henry the Eighth was 

gay 
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gay and licentious. Every woman of 
beauty had attractions for his beart, in his 
pursuit of which he seldom suffered the* 
Voice of reason to regulate his conduct. 

In a visit to the continent, the king had 
learnt the trick of masquerading, and was 
become so enamoured of the diversion, 
that, on hi« return to England, it. was his' 
most favourite amusement to enter assem- 
blies, held at the houses of any of the no- 
bility, clad in a fantastic garb, to. disguise 
his person, and with his face masked, 
attended by a few of his select courtiers, 
habited in a similar manner— ^a fashion of 
dress which gave him the advantage of 
hearing such females as pleased his eye, 
and with whom he entered into conversa- 
tion, express themselves with less restraint 
than they would have done had they known 
his quality. 

At an entertainment pf this nature, to 
which the greater part of the guests had 
been invited to come dressed in masking 
habits, out of compliment to the taste of 

the 
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tlie king^ Henry became at the same mo- 
ment acquainted and enamoured with a 
lovely shepherdess, whom he learnt to be 
a lady named Elizabeth Tal boy se, the widow 
of Sir Gilbert Talboyse, a Kentish knight. 

Lady Talboyse, although a widow, was 
only in her twenty-third year, and was 
universally allowed to be one of the £nest ^ 
women of the age. She was tall, and her 
symmetry was of the most excellent and 
graceful kind. Her eyes were of the dark- 
est blacky and, sparkling with the lustre of 
a diamond, gave animation to a counte- 
nance composed of the most harmonious 
features. Her mind was equally accom- 
plished by education, as was her person by 
the ornamenting hand of nature ; and she 
was, beyond dispute, on every account, 
one of the most fascinating females in the 
kingdom. 

The passion with which she had inspired 
the king was quickly revealed, to her, and 
she received the first knowledge of it with 
the scorn and repugnance which everj 

VOL II. H woman 



l46 THE UNKNOWN, 

woman who is raised above a certain de* 
gree in society, feels for the idea tff an 
illicit affection, even if the professor of 
such a passion be seated on a throne. 

To these jttst principles Lady Elizabeth 
for a long time continued firm, but at 
length the attentions, the presents, and 
the flatteries of the king, intoxicated her 
senses, and she fell into the sniire of great- 
ness which her paramour had prepared for * 
her undoing. She wa» temped to take 
possession of an elegant mansion at Blacka« 
mor in Essex, prepared with the utmost 
splendor for her reception ; and ^here she 
was beguiled of that most valuable treaetttre 
which the female heart can nourish — ^the 
consciousmess of its own innpcence. 

Her fall being once accomplished, her 
thoughts rested solely on her seducer^ and 
she apprehended nothing so mudi as the 
loss of his affection — a period which the 
known inconstant temper of Henry caused 
her to dread. 

In the course of a few months after her 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance with her royal lover bad 
commenced, Lady Talboyse gave signs of 
becoming a mother, and at the due period 
produoed a ftocu His father acknpwjedged 
bim in the most a^ctionate manner^ and 
having dkected bim to be christened 
Henry, commanded that he should bear 
the name of Pituoy, as an evidence that 
he did not virish to conceal his origin^ 

With delight Lady Talboyse witnessed 
the undis^sed affection which Henry tes- 
tified for his ficfin; bot alas! a second 
observtttiod orcf^t with i4; into ber heart, 
which Was, that the kio^^^ppearedtio have 
made a transfeir, and not- an inere^e of his 
love-^her son was caressed, and she was 
neglected and almost forgotten. It was 
now h6r ttirn to have ^recourse to those 
art» to retain his affection, which he bad 
originally practised to win ber love ; bui 
they were wholly inefficacious. The charm 
which she had once possessed for his senses, 
had either been eclipsed by rival beanties, 
or had faded under the influence of posses- 

H 2 sion; 
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sion ; and Lady Talboyse found herself no 
longer regarded by her royal paramour. 

Although the king did not now approach 
Lady Elizabeth as alover, he was still con« 
stant in his visits to Blackamor, whither 
his daily growing love for his son; Fitzroy, 
brought him ; and his presence now never 
failed to communicate the most poignant 
grief to the mother of the more favoured 
child, as it ever afforded her a fresh in* 
stance that her power was at an end. 

Equally averse to the idea of removing 
his child from the protection of its mother, 
as disliking to be invariably greeted by her 
on his visits to it, with those sighs and 
frowns of mingled regret and upbraiding 
of which he knew himself to be but too 
deserving, it was his desire, if possible, to 
devise some plan which might restore her 
again to composure of mind, and a more 
patient enduring of his chahge of feeling 
towards her. 

After having maturely weighed the mat- 
ter within himself, he believed no step to 

promise 
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promise so great efficacy in producing this 
revolution, as that of inducing Lady Tal- 
boyse to give her hand in marriage to some 
man of rank and hojiour, as whose bride 
she would appear in a new character to 
the world, in which he was certain, from 
his influence and authority, of procuring 
her a reception in every respect such as 
she muj3t approve. 

The man %hom the king had selected 
for her second husband, and with whom, 
he had already held frequent conversations 
on the subject^ was Sir Sigismund Blunt. 
This young knight was of the same age of 
Lady Elizabeth herself, and he was also her 
. very distanf relative ; an elder brother and 
herself had been the only children of their 
father^ Sir John Blunt, . who had been 
many years. numbered with the dead. His 
son, Ethelbert, had retired from the active 
duties of life to the service of Heaven, 
io the monastery of Saint John of Glaston- 
bury: by his holy office he was conse- 
quently prevented from bearing the title ; 

and 



< 
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and SigisoiQiid Blnut being the only) mal^ 
relative, whose origin cooM be tra<?ed 
from the parent stocky had, whilst a yootb^ 
been invested with it. The personal pro-^ 
perty of Sir John Blunt had, of course, 
been bequeathed to his daughter ; and the 
inheritance attached to the thle wa^s so 
slender, that Sir Sigisn>iand^ joq becoming 
heir to it, gained little n»ore than the ho- 
nour of knighthood. His own cirtom- 
stances were equally narrow ; and his chief 
dependence was on the fruit? of an office 
which he held about the court, to* which a 
handsome and prepossei^ing extetior had 
originally introduced him, and where bi» 
pleasing and elegant manners rendered 
him B, favourite. 

To a young man situated as wais l^ir 
Sigismund, and whose heart bad yet formed 
no attachment, the private fortune of Lady 
Talboyse, which' was of itself ample, the 
elegant mansion in which s.h^ resided, and 
which had been settled upon hereby the 
king, and the addition of a purse of gold 

which 
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which he promised to bestow on her, were^ 
tempting coii&i4eratioos ;• the^^ won his 
assent to ti^ kiing's pjropojsal ; and nothing 
but the adjunction of Lady Talboyse her- 
self in their plan was wanting to its accom- 
pUsbment. 

Haying proceeded thus far in the ar- 
rangement of a&irs, the king, using the 
utmost delicacy in the disclosure of his 
ideas, laid them open to the considei*ation 
of Lady Elizabeth.^ She listened with sur- 
prise to the project which he had formed 
for her ftiture life. Alternately her feel- 
ings were wounded and gratified by his. 
plan— 'alternately his words raised and de- 
pressed her spirits. Her mind was thrown 
into a tumult of sensation — to be any 
thing but hisj was to suffer a fall in worldly 
greatness — ^to become an honourable wife, 
after her late descent from virtue, was an 
undoubt^ rise in the scale pf fame and re- 
puti^tiQn-r-r^^ Oh, my Henry," she exclaimed, 
" how incredible is the sound, which com- 
municates to my ear your wish for me 

to 
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to bestow my affections on another f Ob 

my Henry 1 my king ! my ^*' A flood 

of tears choaked her ntlerance, and drown- 
ed the more tender epithet which would 
have followed : at length she gained her 
composnre sufficiently to say — *^ Do with 
me as you will- — you are the director of 
my fate^-my union will hot be unattended 
at least by one happy rejection, that I 
have obeyed him whom I best lov^^ in 
forming it." 

The marriage accordingly took place — 
the king's ^promises were performed ; and 
Sir Sigismund was made the joint protec- 
tor, with his mother^ of the young Lord 
Henry. 

But this was a protection which he was 
doomed only for a short time to enjoy. 
The health and spirits of Lady Elizabeth 
grew daily worse ; and at the expiration 
of about a year after her marriage with 
Sir Sigismund, she paid the debt of nature; 
her death happening on a journey upon 
which her husband had taken her^ with 

the 
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the hope of restoring her to convales- 
ence; and in the coarse of which they 
had visited Glastonbury, in order to bid 
farewell to her brother^ Saint Ethelbert, 
who had just been prevailed upon to pass 
over into Spain^ as confessor to a family 
of distinction, who were about to embark 
for that kingdom, and which he had for 
several years been in the habit of attending 
in that quality. 

The motives of interest from which Sir 
Sigismund had given his hand to Lady 
Elizabeth Talboyse, had been succeeded in 
his heait by a passion of a tenderer na- 
ture: with his indproved knowledge of her, 
^he had become warmly attached to her, 
and exhibited himself a most afflicted 
mourner for her death. In compliment 
equally to her memory and to her royal 
favourer, at whose persuasions he had be- 
come her husband, the honours with which 
her remains were attended to the grave 
were of a princely nature ; and from the 
heart flowed the tears of the train of mourn- 

H 5 ers 
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ers who followed her to ber kist earthly 
abode* 

The infant Fitzroy was still too young •^ 
to lamaat, or almost to be conscious of 
the loss of his parents He suffered no cur- 
tailment of the indulgences to wbich he 
had been accustomed ever since liis biith ; 
and under the guardianship of Sir Sigi&- 
mund he was still happy. 

Before Sir Sigismund bad been a wi- 
dower for the time he had been a husband 
in his first marriage, he again entered into 
the state of wedlock. The lady on whom 
his choice fell, was that Likdy Blunt to 
whom our readers are already introduced 
as the protectress of Eleonora. Herself 
and a younger sister were the only child- 
ren of their father, Sir Allen- Gower, a 
mail of family pride, who, mortified- that 
no son had been bom to him, lo bear his 
name and inherit bis domains, directed by 
his will, that if bis elder daughter, Tbo- 
masine, bore a son in wedlock. Castle 
GoWer should, immediately upon such an 

event. 
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evdnt, become bet's for the period of her 
life, and at ber death descend to her son, 
who i^honld take bis grandtatber s name of 
Grower. ProYided jBhe bore no ^on, and 
bis second danghter, Alice, were so for- 
tunatCj the same rales were to be observed^ 
which would in the similar case have ap- 
plied to her elder sister : and if neither of 
them became the mother of a male child. 
Castle Gower was to descend to a very dis- 
tant relative. 

Sir Allen Gpwer died whilst bis daugh- 
ters were both single, and under age. The 
first who became a wife was Alice — she 
gave ber hand to Sir Edmund Knyvett, a 
knight of Norfolk ; and one only daughter 
was the fruit of their marriage — from the 
pangs of whode birth its mother never re- 
covered; and a few months after its en-r 
trance into existence, she sunk into the lap 
of eternal sleep. . 

> Numerous were the suitors who now 
crowded round her surviving sister. Wealth 
alone will always command a string of de-. 

votees 
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votees at its shrine ; bnt when it is conpleif 
with both merit and personal charms, as 
W4S the case with the Lady Thorn asine 
Gower, th^ ntifnber of course increases. 
'After many straggles between doubt and 
hope having been experienced by the 
competitors for her hand, her choice fell 
on Sir Sigismtmd ' Blunt ; and before the 
revolution of twice twelve months after the 
period of his leading her to the altar as his 
bride, a son blessed their union. Accord^ 
ing to the will of the late Sir Allen, they 
were now authorised to take possession of 
Castle Gower; and Sir Sigiground disposed 
of the mansion and estate of Blackamor, 
which had become bis in the right of his 
first wife. 

Lord Henry Fitzroy still continued a 
member of Sir Sigismund Blunt's family. 
Not less satisfied than pleased with the 
^reat attention which his son had recgived 
from Sir Sigismund, King Henry had made 
It his request to the second Lady Blunt, 
to continue hisi a member of their house 

dux ing 
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during the years of his boyhood — a request 
to which Lady Blunt had most readily as- 
sented, and fulfilled towards him in every 
respect a mother's part. 

At the age of six the young Henry was 
by hi? father publicly knighted, and ere. 
ated Earl of Nottingham. To this dignity 
quickly succeieded that of Duke of Rich-^ 
mond ; and a sumptuous establishment of 
his own was then given to him, by the 
indulgent monarch from whom he had re- 
ceived his existence. In his tenth year, 
accordingly, he ceased to be a fixed inhabit 
tant at Castle Gower; but it was with de- 
light that he frequently revisited the scenes 
of his boyish, sports, and wi(h gratitude 
that he ever entered the presence of the 
fosterers of his childhood ; but whilst he 
regarded them with a feeling honourable 
to his heart, the most joy-inspiring thought 
of which his soul was capable, was to re- 
flect that he was the son, although but the 
illegitimate son, of a king. 

At fifteen the understanding of Fitzroy 
was sbperior to that of most youths of his 

age 
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age, as was lil^ewise tlie progress which he 
hud madq in liter^^ture and sdance. His 
mind was poaseiaad of many good and ex- 
cellent qualities; and it cunnot excite sur- 
prise, that haying fram his yery infancy 
been fed with the adulation of all who ap^ 
proached bim^ bis wish$9 anticipated by 
the indulgence .of. bid royal father, and 
homage paid tp all his steps hy e^ery 
courtier, in imitation of the king's ex- 
ample, his mind should have been tainted 
with pride, and that be should have formed 
a fhore extravagant opinion of his own 
rights 4nd merits, than any other man 
of equal mental abilities, differently edu- 
cated, would have done. 

The 4eath of bis father was severely felt 
hy him. He dreaded that the loss of his 
countenance might expo&e him to a pri- 
vation of homage and respect^ from many 
who bad been swayed by no other motive 
in paying them to him than that of curry- 
ing favour with the. king, . This appre- 
hension, so wounding to his feelings, be 

consfdered 
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considered no step so well calculated to 
dissipate as that of attaching ^mself warm** 
ly to the interests of his nominal brother, 
the new monarch, whoip he knew to have 
been enjoined by their father to shew him 
>very courtesy on account of their con- 
sanguinity; a:nd it is probable, that had 
the yooog king been left; to the exercise 
of his own inclinations, it would have had 
sway with him, aind that in him Lord 
Henry would have found a strenuous fa- 
vourer. But Lord Seymour> the king's 
uncle, who had been created protector, and 
who was anxious to profit by the situa- 
tion in which he was placed^ for inclining 
his nephew ~ to favour the reformation, 
dreading lest, if an intimacy grew between 
him and Lord Fitzroy, he might instil into 
his mind any prejudices in favour of the 
Romish church, of which Lord Henry was 
a zealous member, and thus by. any means 
counteract the plans he was agitating, or 
weaken their progress^ used effective means 

for 
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for keeping him at a distance from the 
king. 

The young £dward5 however, resolved 
to shew his natural brother that he was 
not in himself unmindful of the charge 
which he had received from their father, 
wrote immediately to Lord Fitzroy, in- 
forming him that he did not intend to 
make Framlingham Castle a residence of 
his own, and requested that he would ac- 
cept it from him wlulst living, as a proof 
of his not forgetting that they were the 
sons of the same parent. 

Fitzroy was greatly affected by this mark 
of brotherly regard on the part of the 
king; and considering a ready acceptance 
of his o0er as the most positive means pf 
displaying his true ideas of the favour 
conferred on him, he returned an lanswer 
to that effect to the king, saying, that he 
should ever retain a grateful sense of the 
worthy imitator of a valued father's actions, 
to whom he owed it. 

A few 
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A few weeks previous to tbe death of 
Henry the Eighth had been passed by his 
daughter^ the Princess Mary, at Framling- 
ham Castle. The place had pleased her ; 
and, anxious to possess it as a residence, she 
beard with indignation tliat her brother, 
Edward, had bestowed it on Henry Fitz- 
roy. In vain did she attempt to prevail 
on him to retract the gift which he had 
made; and finding her persuasions inef- 
fectual^ she wrote a haughty letter, the 
overflowing of her proud and tyrannical 
heart, to Lord Henry, demanding of him 
to yield her up the castle for a certain 
number oPyears. 

Lord Fitzroy was not more indignant at 
the haughty style in which she had ad- 
dressed him, than surprised at the audacity 
of her request. From her brother Edward, 
and the Princess Elizabeth, he had ever 
experienced the greatest courtesy of man- 
ners : the conduct of Mary towards him 
had ever been the reverse of friendly and 
polite. To so great a degree had she even 

carried 
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carried ber <Hs}ike, that wben . it had oace 
been necessary for him to salute her with 
his cap in passing, she had turned frooi 
him with sncb open marks of disgust^ that 
an ancient lady of the court, who waa 
standing by her side, had reminded her 
of the impropriety of her conduct, by say- 
ing — " Your Highness forgets that the 
Lord Fitzroy is your &ther s son/* 

To which she replied--^" I r^nember 
that he is my £|ther's bastard.** 

This illiberal observation had already 
reached the ears of Lord Fitzroy, who, 
judging the present an apt moment for 
acquainting her that he had a knowledge 
of it, wrote thus in reply :— 



''.Henry Fitzroy greets Mary, 
Princess of England. He acquaints her 
that he would sooner part with ^ life than 
a residence rendered doubly dear to him, 
as the joint donation of an estimable 

father 
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father and a bcloyed brolhev. Were be 
iQcliDed to tesign it, be should ceoceire it 
an insult to her dignity^ to offer her the 
acceptance of any gift from her father's 
bastard." ' 



The batighty and impetuous soul of 
Mai'y fra« stung to the quick by this reply ; 
but she h«id no redress at her command, 
and was accordingly compelled to bury 
her resentinent in siknee. Loni Fitzroy 
toc^ immediate possession of Framlingham 
Castle; and hence arose the implacable 
enmity which Lady Blunt has informed 
Eleonora subsisted between the queen and 
that nobleman. 

It may perhaps be wondered that a tem- 
per of the acknowledged violence of Queen 
Mary's did not rouse her, oh her accession 
to the throne, to revenge an indignity 
which had created her so much pain. But 
from this step she was withheld by the reli- 
gious principles of Lord Fitzroy, His tenets 

were. 
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were, like her*8^ of the Romish church. Her 
endeavours were all turned towards the 
re-establishment of that, religion, in the 
country over which she was become 
sovereign ; and she preferred to smother in 
her breast the anger which she felt against 
him as an individual, rather than to place 
it in the power of the reformists to say, 
that she had acted otherwise than with 
kindness to any member of her own sect. 

Having now deduced the history of 
Framlingham Castle, and its possessors, 
down to the present peripd of our history, 
we may^gain pursue our narrative without 
interruption. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. vn. 

" This castle hath a pleasant seat ; the air 
Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself 
Unto our gentle senses." 

Macbeth. 






^' For sometliifng stall there lies 
In Heav'n's dark Tolume, which I read through mists." 

Dryden. 

As Eleonora and her companions proceed- 
ed, the trees, which had hitherto screened 
from their observation the base of the 
castle, appeared to recede . on either side, 
and to open a vista, at the extremity of 
which they beheld the magnificent abode 
of Lord Henry Fitzroy, 

The solid mass which composed the stu- 
pendous fabric, impressed upon the scene 
a feature of the sublimest kind. Its towers 

and battlements appeare4 ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 

massive 
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massive heads into the cloads, whilst its 
high banks and ramparts spread along the 
plain in bold masses, which seemed to bid 
defiance to the power of every enemy. 

On entering the park, the road once 
more wound into a valley, which shut the 
castle for a while from their view. Here 
their attention was called to the «l€ek and 
spotted deer, which were reposing in 
groups beneath clusters of the oak, the 
beech, the elm, and the sycamore, that 
were tastefully Mended in knots npan its 
verdant and sloping sides, whilst the cow- 
slip, the bairbell, and the violet, growing 
around in wanton luxuriance, reiresbed by 
the morning shower, per&Ried the air 
with their sweets. * 

Again an easy ascent bore them within 
sight of the castl^ and it was imw beheld 
by them in another .point of view. Gran- 
detir atid sublimity ware «ttU its character- 
istics ; but the landsoaf^e by which it was 
sarrounded was enricked by a partial sight 
of the river Meer, whjcb was seen roiliqg 

its 



J 
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its Bil ver tide through the thick shade of a 
n^ajestic forest at its back. The stin bad 
already sunk beneath the hills that inclosed 
the prospect on every side. Its last glim- 
mering rgys were still playing on the towers 
of the oastle ; bat the light had died away 
from its walls, and left l^m enveloped in 
the purple tint of evening, w^icb, as £leo* 
nora continued to gaze^ soon crept up the 
battlements, and stole fropn their summits 
the lost effulgence of the fading sunb^atns. 
A solemn darkness now pervaded the whole 
edifice; and as the twilight deepened, the 
castle gained an appearance ef awfulness 
from the growiaog obscuirtty. 

At leagtb they ireached the foot of tiie 
drawbridges it was already lowered for 
their i^eception ; and tbey passed between 
a double rank of guards, wlio were drawn 
out to salute their entrance, through a 
tower of immense strength, in which was 
suspended the heavy p/fRcuIlis ; al^l from 
whose embattled summit waved several an- 

J tique 
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tiqae banners^ the evidences of former 
victories. 

As they entered the court-yard, the re- 
fulgence of the numerous tdrches, borne 
by the domestics who came out to meet 
them, dazzled the eyes of Eleonora, by 
their contrast to the gloomy shades which 
she had for some time past been contem- 
plating, and deprived her for awhile of 
the faculty of sight. When she recover- 
ed the power of vision, the fifat object 
which she distinguished was Lord Henry 
Fitzroy, standing to receive them at the 
entrance into the great hall of the castle. 

Led by Sir Sigismnnd Blunt, Saint Ethel- 
bert was the first who descended from 
the carriage. She observed Lord Henry 
to bend on one knee before him, and, hav- 
ing received his blessing, to rise and 
press him to his heart : he then advanced, 
and in the most courteods manner offered 
his hand to Lad^ Blunt and herself in 
alighting. 

When 
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When they had entered the hall of the 
castle, Lord Fitssroy said — ^* I see here 
two strangers, whom I am equally delight- > 
ed to behold within my castle; bnt as 
their sex is not the same, I am certain that 
my uncle will not judge the less favour- 
ably of me for shewing my first attentions 
here;** and with these words he took the 
hand of Eleonora, and led her to an apart- 
ment, where every preparation for a re- 
past of more than usual elegance presented 
itself to her sight. 

^ Every feature of the apartment corres- 

ponded in magnificence with the richly- 
decorated table which was spread in its 

f centre; and the delicacies pf the meal 

bore evidence of the princely refinement 
of the taste of their entertdner. 

Towards Sir Sigismnnd and Lady Blunt, 
the conduct of Lord Henry was that of 
cordiality and esteem ; to Saint Ethelbert 

I he observed a demeanor both of reverence 

'and affection; and with the respectful at* 

I tentions which he unceasingly paid to 

VOL. II. 1 Eleouora 
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Eleonora, was unitedagentle complacency of 
voice and feature, whichappe^ed to denote 
his sympathy in the sorrows of her he^^ 
Fatigued with her journey, El^opor^ 
expressed a vt^ish'to retire early^ and Gil- 
lian was called to attend npon her. A3 she 
ascended the grand staircase^ in her way to 
her chamber, she could not forbear stopping 
to observe the splendid warlike, trophies 
which adorned the pillars oq either side, . 
and almost started as she cangU^ jyidden 
views of various suits of armour^ so arranged 
that they appeared to enclose a human, be- 
ing, in the act of raising an ofl^nsife Wjeapon 
for the purpose of her destruction. .. These 
brought to her recollection the armed 
figure whidi she once, for an iiistant, 
beheld in the mirror in one of the cham- 
bers of the Northern Gallery at Worcester 
Castle ; and turning suddenly from the 
pleasures of observation to those of recol- 
lection, she would have sunk into a trance 
of thought, had she not been roused by 
Gillian, who said — ** Do pray make haste 

up 
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up Stairs, my Lady; fcMP I think if you do, 
you may get a pe^p at poor Sir Valeu- 
tine.** 

"Sir Valentine! why, where is he?*" 
asked Eleonora, surprised out of the ques«- 
tion, by the strangeness of Gillian*^ in* 
formation- 

** Why be was on the drawbridge, my 
Laxly j wbeti you sent for ine to come and 
light you up to bed; and I dare say by 
this time he is got into the court^yard; 
and if so, as I told you before, yolu may 
have a peep at him, for your chamber 
window lookd into it/^ 

" What could bring the poor sufferer 
hither?*' asked Eleonora. 

^^ Oh,*^ replied Gillian, " he came in a 
carriage — stich a cme as you came in — it 
was that which brought him hither." ' 

They now entered the- chamber, and 
Gillian placing her light upon a table, ran 
to the window, and called upon Eleonora 
to follow her, saying that the carriage was 
then driving into the court-yard. 

1 2 Eleonora 
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Eleonora advanced — ^she perceived that 
a couple of torches only had now been 
brought out ; and their light was just suf- 
ficient for her to discern a vehicle of a 
similar nature to that in which she had 
travelled, except that it was not so large 
or commodious, and that it was covered 
by a top, from which depended curtains, 
in order either to secure those within from 
observation, or to protect them from the 
weather. She observed that it had been 
attended by two servants on horseback, 
who were alighting from their horses at 
the moment she beheld them. 

Several minutes elapsed ere any one 
left the vehicle. A figure then descended 
from it, which it was impossible not to 
recognise for Fabian ; and next to him 
appeared a second, whom. £}|gpnora had 
scarcely time to observe, ere Gillian ex- 
claimed — "There, Td lay my life that is 
poor Sir Valentine." 

In a few seconds the light of one of the 
torches shone upon his countenance, and 

Eleonora 
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Eleonora ; beheld that it was indeed, as 
Gillian had informed her, one of the hand- 
somest she had ever contemplated. The 
interest of the features which composed it 
was extremely great ; and the expression 
of the eye was languid and sensitive in the 
extreme. 

Her observation was scarcely made> iere 
Fabian took the arm of his charge, and 
led him away from her view. The gl^am 
of the torches which preceded them con- 
tinned for some minutes visible to her; 
and she perceived that they did not enter 
the great hall of the castle, but went in 
by another entrance at some distance 
from it. 

" It can be no pleasure to poor Sir 
Valentine to come here,*' said Gillian : 
*^ how fond must his parents be of him to 
bring him all this way, just on purpose to 
have him near them ! *' 

" There can be no doubt of their aflFec- 
tion,** replied Eleonora. *' In a calamity 
like his, none but the most unfeeling mind 

could 
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couhi be otherwise than tenderly attached 
to bim, and eager in evfity te^ect to 
alleviate his hard fate^ 

" Well, I wonder tbey did ndt let him 
travel with the rest of us altogether/* cried 
Gillian ; ^' I think It look$ mighty odd to 
have him come behind.** 

" You are uot capable of th^if fedings,** 
returned Eleotiora; /'you Jknbwnot hqw 
gri&at a misery it may be to them to bon- 
template the mi^oitUne . of theif child ; 
which most probably accounta for the dts<- 
tance at which he has travelled firom fbem.** 

" Well, I dare saj, my Lsldy; it may be 
so," answered Gillian; ^ evwy : oAe knows 
best, where their own shoe pinches/ as the 
proverb says.'* \ . 

Elieonora now turned from the window 
to view her chamber. It was a spacious 
and elegant apartment, richly furnished. 
The bed, which stood in a recess, waa of 
crimsoti velvet, and decorated with a mag- 
nificence which infinitely surpassed any 
thing of the kiqd that she bad before seen. 

A suit 
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A suit of tapestry hangings, representing 
*the seasons of the year, covered the walls ; 
a mirror', of an immense size was placed 
opposite to the beds and every piece of 
fbinitare whieh the . Apartment contained 
was equally rich and- elegant; ; 

*^ Is it not grand, my ' Lady ? '* asked 
Gillian, who had watched the eyes of her 
mistress as tbey roved r<iond the chamber. 

**Yes, it ife/' replied Eleonora ; " but 
spiendoir is not an opiate for care/^ added 
she 9miling: '^that velvet bed will not 
cause me to sleep one moment longer than 
I should do On a pallet of straw, whilst 
my poor father and mother are perhaps 
deprived of almost every comfort."* 

'^This is the state bed-chamber, my 
Lady, I* assuire you,*' rejoined Gillian. 

/*Th6n why is it given tome?'* said 
Eleonora. 

^* Ah my lady,** answ'ered Gillian, with 
a simper, ^thereby hangs a tale,. as the 
saying is; at least bo the servants here tell 



me. 



"What 
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^'What tale? what do you meair?*^ 
asked Eleonora. 

" Why they do say, my Lady," replied 
Gillian, ^^that ever since his Lordship saw 
yon at Castle Gower, he has talked snch a 
deal abont your beauty ; and that he has 
been as eager to make preparations for 
your coming as if you had been a princess, 
or the Papers own Uidy herself ^ 

Eleonora perfectly understood what was 
the nature of the insinuati<»i which Gillian's 
hints were intended to convey ; but equally 
believing and hoping that it had no other 
foundation than the idle tattling of the 
«ervant8, she did not reply ; and, . discou^ 
raged by her silence,- Gillian forbore to 
continue the subject. ^ .'. 

When EUonora had entered the bed, 
her reflections on the mysterious occur- 
rences of which she had that day been a 
witness, drove off for a considerable time 
the approaches of sleep ; at length its wel- 
come influence lulled her into a temporary 
oblivion of her cares. 

When 
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When she awoke in the morning, the 
first image which recurred to her thoughts 
was the strange situation in which she had, 
on the preceding day, seen her mysterious 
acquaintance of the wood. With this idea 
a thousand tormenting hopes • and fears 
rushed into her breast; ^nd in the per- 
spective of futurity, she beheld a train of 
^oomy evils, which she might not be able 
to overcome or to fly from. To relieve 
her mind from the pangs of reflection, she 
rose, and compelled herself to notice ex- 
ternal objects. She entered a spacious 
apartment adjoining to her bed-chamber, 
which was likewise appropriated to her 
use, and the casements of which com- 
manded a view of the country. With ad- 
miration aiid wonder she contemplated 
the ramparts of the castle spreading along 
the plain beneath, and the massive features 
of its projecting walls, which met her sight 
on either side. In the curtain which con- 
nected the towers, the ravages of war were 
here and there perceptible ; and she shud- 

I 6 dered 
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dered as she reflected on* the awfui siiua* 

« 

tion of tboise who. mighty m the hour df 
dangei-, bate been stalibned oa the very 
spot where sbe was tMfi ^tandiog. 

From tUes^ objects she turned hear eyes 
to th#' snrronnding country, where every 
spot whidb she contemplated was dressed 
in the smiling' bloom of: tb^ rising snm- 
mer ; and vanbms were ithe images of pas- 
toral beauty which chequered the scene. 
The irieshtiess of the morning gaVe anima- 
tion tor her spirits ; arid| grateibl for the 
relief which she experienced^ she raised her 
thoughts in prayer to Heaven. : 

'When she descended from hercbiaiaber 
into the breakfast-apartment,' slie found it 
still unoccupied, every, other member of 
the familybeing engaged in their devotions 
in the chapel of the castle. In: a short 
time they joined Tier, and the morning i-e- 
past was begun. 

Whilst seaired at table, Saint Ethelhert, 
addressing Lord Fitaroy, said— ^" I trace 
in you, my son, a strong resemblance to ^ 

my 
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luy sister-r-your eyes, in particular, are al- 
most her owii— but to your royal father 
yod bear no likeness." 

*^ Gould you belaold my heart, you 
would see him there," replied Lord Fitz- 
roy. 

"I sawybii only once before my de- 
parture . fi-om England," rejoined Saint 
Etbelbert, "and you were then only three 
months old— an age when, except to their 
mothers, all infants ' appear alike :-^— you 
were about two years old at the time of my ^ 
sister s death, were you not ? " 

" About i^o years and three months, T 
have understood,** replied Lord Hdenry. 

" You are right, you are right/' ci'ied 
the holy man ; *^ the last time of my be- 
holding my sister, she told me th^t you 
were then two years of age ; aiyi Sir Sigis- 
mdind has informed me; that it was iat the 
expiration of about three months after my 
last beholding her, that she paid the debt 
of nature." 

•Ut 
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'^ It was/* replied Sir Sigismnnd, whilst 
he wiped a silent tear from his eye. 

^ Do you retain so sensible a recollec- 
tion of my sister yet ?*' asked Saint Ethel- 
bei*tj casting his eyes alternately upon Sir 
Sigismnnd and Lady Blunt as he spoke. 

" I assure you, holy father," replied 
Lady Blunt, ^* that it creates no jealousy 
in me, to behold this affection on the part 
of Sir Sigismund for one in death, whom he 
loved during the period of her existence ; 
on the contrary, it communicates to my 
feelings a pleading anticipation of the tri^ 
bute of esteem which he will pay to my 
memory, should fate will him to be my 
survivor." 

" Thou art an excellent, trtily excellent^ 
and discerning woman,** replied Sir Sigis-^ 
mund, in a tone of mingled gratitude, admi- 
ration, and affection. 

Again addressing himself to Lord Fitz^ 
roy, Saint Ethelbert said — " It would give 
me extreme pleasure to behold the por- 
trait 
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trait which King Henry commanded to be 
' painted of mj sister,^ if I knew were I 
conld see it." 

" Your* wish shall quickly be gratified," 
replied Lord Henry. **The portrait of 
which yon speak is in this castle — at his 
death my royal father bequeathed it to 
me. 

Saint Ethelbert appeared to receive much 
satisfaction from this intelligence, and re- 
quested that when breakfast waa ended it 
might be shewn to him: accordingly, when 
they had risen from table. Lord Henry 
Fitzroy invited his uncle to accompany 
i him to the gallery where it hung. 

" Will you permit Eleonora aiid myself 
to go with you r'* asked Lady Blunt ; " I 
am sure that it is a picture which she will 
be gratiJBed in beholding." 

" And I can with truth declare," replied 
Lord Henry, ^^ that there is no existing 
being to whom it will produce me so much 
delight to exhibit the resemblance, of my 
beloved mother as to my fair gne^t." 

Eleonora 




182 SHfitlKKHaWK. 

Eleonora turned a gentle uidfrnation: of 
her head to this courteoti^ declaritiori $ and 
Lady Blunt said — ^' Come^ SinSigismand^ 
will not joxi likewise accompany ius 3*^' 

" No, no,'' replied Sir > Sigisnaind^ ffd* 
teringly, ^^ not^at thisi ihoment-^-^o not 
ask me— *l had i^tfae:^ nbt-^nol jnst now/' 

Receding a few paces into the apartment 
towards the spot: where he was sittings Lady 
Blunt said-*-?*^^ Come> come, you must go 
with us— rwhy .do you say no ?-— whatever 
sighs you may heave to. the memory of 
Lady Elicsabeth, whilst contemplating the 
delineation of what • she once was^ I will 
either not listen to^ or wiU echo them to 
ydn, jiist as yon shall .direct 'me.** 

Whilst she spOk^e^ she laid her hand upon 
his shoulder ; he snatched it . to his lips, 
and imprinted on it: a ferV^t kiss; and 
apparently strilgglipg with omptions of the 
most violeiit nature, . be tpse ^m his seat, 
and darted oat Of th0 i$pai!tmenttf < * 

Lady PliWt fojlowied blttvto the door 
with her qye9, Which beamed with an ex* 

pression 
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pression of the tenderest sympathy iti his 
feelings ; then bre^hing si gentle sigh; she 
said*^— '^ Come, Lotd Menifj, pray lead us 
to the portrait^Sir Sigispiond will perhaps 
join OS in the gallery." 

She took the arm ot Eleonora, who felt it 
tremble violently as she passed it throagh 
' her's, and who, whilst she regarded both 
Lady Blnnt and her JiuahaiM ^ objects 
worthy of her warmiest admiration^ could 
not forbear belieying that there was some 
mystery connected with their conduit. 

On entering the galleary, Eleonora' found 
itHo be a handsome bhiiiding of griey stone, 
raised around the grand hall.of the castle ; 
paintings of various- kinds were, thickly ar<^ 
ranged uf)on its walls, .and in the centi*e 
she beheld' a flowing curtain of green silk. 

A servant of Lord Fitzr6y*s, who at* 
tended them, raised the curtain attheicom^ 
mand of bis master, and behind }t appear* 
ed two tfulUtogth portraits; the first of 
the Lady Elisabeth Talboysi^ ; and the 
second of her royal paramour. The iram^s 

by 
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by which they were encircled were con* 
nected by garlands of flowers^ intertwined 
with ribands of gold, held in the beaks of 
dovM> t^hich appeared flying with them 
into a glory of spiral rays, partially con* 
cealed beneath the folds of a group of 
snow-white clouds, which united them to 
the ceiling. 

The King was drawn in the sumptuous 
apparel of royalty, with his eyes fixed npon 
her who had been, at the period at which 
the likeness was taken, the mistress of his 
affections. The Lady Elizabeth herselt 
was habited in a loosely-flowing white 
drapery, which might be regarded either 
as a suit of vestments dictated by fancy, 
or as a dress of ease and negligence. 

Saint Ethelbert appeared gr^tly affected 
by the sight of his sisters portrait ; 
Lord Henry bestowed an encomium of the 
highest praise on his parents ; and £leo- 
nora contemplated with real admiration, a 
countenance so lovely and interesting as 
was that of the Lady Talboyse. 

As 
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As they were waiidering towanls a distaut 
paETt of thegallei'y, in which Lady Blant was 
diireetiog the attention of Eleonora to a 
picture, which represented the field of the 
vale of Ardres. which .was. the scene of the 
celebrated meeting between the two kings, 
Henry the Eight of England, and Francis 
the First of France, they heard a shrill 
bogle sounded ; and Lord Fitzroy, moving 
towards a window whid) commanded a 
view of the drawbridge, said — " Whom, 
I wonder, does that sound announce? — 
I expect :no visitors to-day." 

Saint Ethelbert appearing to look for an 
explanation of his words, he added — "The 
bugle which you this instant heard sound- 
edy demands admittance into the castle.*' 

Eleonora followed Lord Fitzroy to the 
window ; and at the moment she reached 
it, beheld the drawbridge lowered, and 
immediately crossed by Sir Hildebrand, 
attended by his page^ his esquires, and 
several of hia domestics* 

**Sir Hildebrand I**, exclaimed Lord Fitz- 

roy. 
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roy. *^ I thongbt you ' had mformed me/' 
he added, addressing Lady Blant^ ^Hbat 
we were not to expect. him in somedays.*^ 

^^You know that* his x>rooeedings are 
always uncertwi/' replied Lady Thoma^* 
sine. ' • , 

Lord Fitzroy apologized' for quitting 
them to receiye his goest; and Eleonora 
felt her spirits immediately depressed by 
the knowledge of his arrivai. / 

The manners of Sir Hildeforand at Fiam- 
lingham Castle, differed < little firoib r rfaose 
which were habitoat to him at -Gastle 
Go wer. The day passed heavily, notwith- 
standing the unw^ried eixertions of Lord 
Fitzroy to promote happiness alid satfe* 
faction. In the evening Lady Blunt com* 
plained of indupo^itioiYv't^nd retired at a 
very early honr to her <;baml>erv - She had 
not long qnitted the : apartment; eae a 
servant entered it, and whispered Lord 
Fitzroy, w|io, apologtsRiig^for the necessity 
he was under of being absent 'for a short 
time, left the room. ^In the course of a 

few 
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few minutes Eleoiiora bdbeTd him with Sir 
S]g;isniand entering the park» and they ap* 
peared in earnest and 'clo^e conversation; 
Sir Sigismnnd (Aiee. or^tmce direicting the 
attention of his coxnpanion to a ■ letter 
which he held in his harid^ and whidh she 
supposed might be the 'obe which he had 
received from him a few^diys.previoasly 
to their departure Aom Caside Gower^ 
folded for his private perasal in ithat which 
had contained their invitation to visit him. 
Sir HildelH!and had probably not yet left 
the dining-hall^ whese it was bis, constant 
custom .to remain some tinie after every 
one else had deserted it^ being seldom able 
to find a companion so ihveterately at^ 
tached to the pleasures of the goblet as 
himself; at least he badnoib yet been seen 
in the aputment to which the resttof the 
family. had retired; and Saint Ethelhert 
was. thus left as £leonora*a only compel 
niou. After he had wandered about the 
room for some minntea, he said^ — ''Did 
yon ever behold . any . one ^hom yon 

thought 
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thought to resemble the portrait which 
you saw to«day of my deceased sister?** 

" No indeed,** replied Eleonora, " I do 
not recollect that I ever did. Does it strike 
yon, father, as bearing a likeness to any 
one besides herself?** 

" Yes it does,** he answered. 

'*Yon probably mean, that notwith- 
standing all the hardships which yon havei 
endured, in your unfortunate exile from 
your native country,** returned Eleonora, 
'Mt still bears a sisterly resemblance to 
yourself; if so, your features are so con- 
stantly shaded by your cowl, that I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with them to be 
able to determine this point.** 

"No, no, no,** he answered; "I am 
well convinced* there is no longer any re- 
semblance betweai these care-worn fea- 
tures, and the blooming countenance of 
Lady Elizabeth*s portrait:** he raised his 
cowl, and standing opposite to Eleonora, 
added — " Behold how nnlike they are.** 

**Yes, they are very unlike,** she an- 
swered 
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swered ; " I can hardly suppose that at any 
period of your lives you resembled each 
other." 

**Very strongly once, indeed," he re- 
plied ; *' but the changes produced by age 
and sorrow are incredible to those who 
have not watched their progress." After 
a pause he continued — " As I this morn- 
ing turned my eyes from the portrait 
upon you, I almost fancied that you re- 
sembled it." 

" The resemblance which you supposed 
yourself to trace must have been ideal," re- 
turned Eleonora, " her eyes and hair are so 
infinitely darker than mine." 

•^If it were ideal, it pleased me," re- 
turned the father, in a tender tone of 
voice: **when we have lost an only be- 
loved relative, daughtefr, there is an in- 
describable sensation of pleasure produced 
to us, by beholding an amiable individual, 
who recalls such a departed one to our 
memory ; and whether I be right or wrong 

in 



1 
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in niy opinion, it will lead me to regard 
you with esteem and preference.'' • 

" To be honoured with such a distinc- 
tion from you must ever be gratifying to 
my feelings, holy father/* returned Eleo- 
hora, ''from whatever impulse on your 
part it may proceed.'* ' 

^^ You are not displeased with me then, 
for having ventured to confess tb you the 
comparison which I had drawn," safd Saint 
Ethelbert. 

** Displeased ! holy father," exclaimed 
Eleonora, ** can the approbation of a wor- 
thy man be otherwise than gratifying." 

" May his prayers prove propitious to 
thee, daughter," he returnecl. "I am 
going to my devotions, and shall tell tny 
beads for thy heart's repose,' ere I conclude 
my address to Heaven." 

Having said this, he bade her an- aflec* 
tionate good-night, and left the apartment. 

When the father had quitted her, dread- 
ing to encounter l^r Hildebrand alone, 
Eleonora immediately ascended to her 

own 
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o^n chamber. H^re sbe sat raminating 
<m :tl]^:.,appjajreDtly yenerable character of 
tb^.oldrmook, and felt some .degree of sa- 
tisfaction in the knowledge c^ any circuni- 
staoce having occafred to attach to hei*' the 
iesteem ^df so: worthy a man.. IVi the re- 
semblance of whidiihe had spoken, she 
scarcely ga.ve a: thought, ; concluding it 
merely the idea of one whose facnitiies age 
and grief had rendered uni^erfect. 

She had placed herself near the window^ 
and she bad :ni>t . long^ been stationed by it 
ere.she bjbard the voio^ of the nightingale; 
it WAS th^ first tikne that its sweet tones had 
that yedr n)et her ear, and she threw open 
the caAeqifebt,. that ^she might the more dis- 
tii(ictly;jto(r its melody. 

As, (die stood listening to the enchanting 
sounds, . she observed- that the shade of 
evening was stealing quickly over the 
earth, that distinct features' were fading 
utider its inflii^enQe, and thlit outlines were 
merely visible. T^he wmdow from which 
she was looking tmt ^s situated on the 

west 
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west side of the castle, immediately be^- 
tween two of its towers ; and . wandering 
backwards and forwards beneath the sha*- 
dow of the wall which ran between them, 
she presently descried the figure of a man. 
She continued to view him as he r passed 
and repassed beneath her window, and in 
a few moments she determined him- to be 
Sir Hildebrand, who had thrown a cloke 
over his shoulders to defend him from the 
evening air. ; • 

At the first moment of her recognising 
him, she feared that she might herself oc-^ 
casion his attraction to that spot, bnt im- 
mediately recollecting that he had not 
once raised his eyes towards her window 
since she had beheld him, she decided that 
he must have some other purpose in view, 
in loitering upon that : particular part of 
the terrace. 

A quarter of an hour elapsed, during 
which Sir Hildebrand still* cohtihued his 
walk ; but she observed that his pace be- 
came hurried, the effect, as it appeared, of 

an 
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an impatient mind, and that he frequently 
stepped out of his path, to look beyond 
the projecting turrets at either end, as if 
expecting the coming of some* one, whom 
he was disappointed in not seeing. At " 
length Eleonora perceived a light upon a 
distant part of the terrace, which, on its 
nearer approach, she discovered to be a 
lantern carried in the hand of Fabian ; 
for it was impossible to behold, and not 
instantly to recognise his lank form and 
tall figure. Owing to her elevated situa- 
tion, he was descried by her some time 
before he was seen by Sir Hildebrand ; he 
did not behold him until he was turning 
the angle of one of the towers; the mo- 
ment his eye fell upon him, he darted 
towards him, and sainted him by name. 

"Good night. Sir Hildebrand,** returned 
Fabian, still moving on. 

"No, not so,*' replied Sir Hildebrand, 
" ril bid you that anon ; I must go with 
you. 

VOL. II. K " You 
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" You know my dejertoinatioa," re- 
turned Fabian. 

^' But you know not the resolation to 
which I am at this moment wrought/* re- 
joined Sir Hildebrand; '^I am prepared 
to '' 

Fabian still continued moving on ; and 
Sir Hildebrand^ breaking off his sentence^ 
caught him by the arm with both his bands/ 
in order to detain him — *^ Will you • not 
hear me ?** he excltiimed. 

" No,^' answered Fabian, decidedly, 
disengaging himself from his hold as he 
spoke. 

" Stay, 1 entreat thee stay,*' returned 
Sir Hildebrand ; ^^ will not this tempt thee 
— this purse — wilt thou refuse this purse?" 

To this question Fabian made no reply, 
and Sir Hildebrand forced the purse into a 
pocket of his vest. 

*' Now then," cried Sir Hildebrand, 
"thou art my friend, my better angel— be- 
hold this phial, its contents are infallible." 

Fabian 
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Fabian sualehed the pliial from Sir Hil- 

' debi^ai^d's; haiid^ a^d dashed it ag9.ins4; the 

castle wall: it. fell w shiyers to the ground* 

*^ If these means are disapproved by 
thee,*' cried Sir Hildebrand, "this dagger 
is as good.'' 
. "Where is it?" asked Fabian. 

" I{eire by the side of my breast, safa in 
ifs sheath,^ answered Sir Hildebi:an4, 

" Let me behold it/' said Fabian.. 

Sir Hildebrand drew it forth; at the in.- 
stant that he did so^. Fs^bian stoppecl oppo- 
site, to a door at the bottom of the second 
tower; he slung his lantern upon his left 
arm, and having applied a key to the lock, 
he pushed the door back upon its hinges, 
and mounted the single step which led to 
its threshold — "Now then," he said, "are 
you certain that your weapon isshai^pr" 

" As enmity can wish it," returned Sir 
Hildebrand, putting it into^ Fabian's ex- 
tended hand, and adding — " See and ex- 
amine it." 

K 2 "1 perceive,'* 
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i* I perceive/* replied Fabian^ " that it 
is capable of searching the life-blood at a 
thrust ; therefore be gone, or to thy heart 

pieree it. 

'* How, monster! — mine!*' exclaimed Sir 
Hildebrand. 

^* Begone ; once more 1 warn thee to 
be gone/* cried Fabian, using force to shut 
the door, against which Sir Hildebrand was 
imposing all his strength with the design 
of entering it. 

" Ungrateful, deceitful Fabian ! '* re- 
turned Sir Hildebrand, his passion aljnost 
choking him, *'hast thou not accepted my 
purse, and is this the I'etura whidi — ^— *" 

" Why did you thrust it into my 
pocket?*' replied Fabian; " I did not ask 
for it." 

" Well, well,** cried Sir Hildebrand, al- 
tering his tone of voice, ** I will not up- 
braid you ; it was I who forced it upon 
you — but let me enter, good Fabian — I 
entreat you — I pray you ! '* 

'^ Pray on,** exclaimed Fabian, succeed- 
ing 
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ing at the same moment in shatting 4:he 
door, with violence which drove Sir 
Hildebrand to a considerable distance from 
it. 

Recovering himself in a few moments^ 
Sir Hildebrand exclaimed — " Curses light 
.upon thee ! — villain ! rascal ! though not 
to-night, the time shall come, and quickly 
too, to thy confusion ! " 

He directed his menace to the tower 
which Fabian had entered, and left the 
terrace with a hasty and agitated step. 

The senses of Eleonora were wrapt in 
astonishment and horror, at the scene of 
which she had been a fritness. There could 
rest no doubt upon the intention of Sir 
Hildebrand to have committed murder, if 
Fabian had permitted his- entrance into 
the tower ; and the inhabitant of the tower, 
she concluded, from Fabian possessing the 
key of access to it, could be no other than 
the unfortunate Valentine, whom it now 
appeared evident to her, that his unnatu- 
ral brother was sufficiently cruel to wish to 

deprive 
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deprive of life, lest his return to reason 
should cut him oflp from an inheritance of 
which his present malady promised him 
the possession. This attempt appeared 
to explain the words which he had ad- 
dressed to, her at Castle Gower.^^ — " You 
think, perhaps," he had said, ** that the 
hand of Sir Hildebrand is such an offer as 
every day may bring you, and scarcely 
worth a refusal ; and so it is, I grant you, 
as Sir Hildebrand is now, bi» inheritance 
depending on a father's and aii elder bro- 
ther's life — this is as it appears — but a 
change unexpected and vast may quiekly 
be wrought — Sir Hiklebratid may rise.*'— 
" Dreadful, horrible idea ! "^ she exclaimed, 
" the wretch who has resolved to wade 
through a brother's blood into his pos- 
sessions, has already made an offer of his 
fratricidal hand to me ! Shield, shield me, 
Heaven, from his persecutions ! O protect 
from his injustice the innocent being whose 
destruction he plans !" 

_ 9 

Her thoughts next turned to Fabian ; 

' she 
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she considered that his having refused Sir 
Hildebrand admittance into the tower, did 
not appear the effect of humanity; for 
had his own disposition been worthy, it 
appeared unlikely that he would, upon 
any terms, have accepted a purse from 
one who was tempting him to an adjunc* 
tion in a deed of so heinous a nature as^ 
Sir Hildebrand was planning ; and not- 
withstanding she had seen the purpose of 
Sir Hildebrand defeated by Fabian, she 
could not induce herself to think other- 
wise pf him than as a villanous character, 
withheld at that particular moment by 
some private reason from suffering the 
villany of another to take place. Still she 
reflected that her. opinion was an injustice 
to Sir Sigismund's heart and discretion, as 
he had chosen Fabian for the guardian 
and attendant of his unfortunate son ; but 
the horror which the hermit Agatha had 
expressed at his appearance, counter- 
balanced this idea, and involved her 
thoughts again in a chaos of doubt. 

CHAP- 
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CHAP. VIIL 

" Full many a lady 
I have e/d with best regard ; and many a time 
The harmony of their tongues hath into bondage 
Brought my too diligent ear ; for several virtues 
Have I lik'd several women ; never any 
With so full soul, but some defect in her 
Did quarrel with thc^noblest grace she ow'd. 
And put it to the foil : but you, O yon. 
So perfect, and so peerless, are creatod 
Of every creature's best." 

The Tempest. 



'* I suppose him virtuous, know him noble. 
Of great estate, of fresh and stainless youth. 
In voices well divulg'd, free, leam'd, and valiant, 
And in dimennons, and the shape of nature, 
A gracious peraoa: but yet I cannot love him." 

Twelfth Night. 

When Eleonora awoke in the mornings 
the first objects which occurred to her ima* 
gination were, the poor unfortunate Valen- 
tine and his parents. With what pangs, 

she 
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she considei^ed, would their hearts be rent, 
were they to become acqdainted with the 
attempt made by one of their sons to de- 
prive his brother of existence ! and should 
opportunity ever favour his diabolical pur- 
pose, she feared that their reason might 
fade, perhaps their existence droop, under 
the knowledge of such an act. She wished 
they could be apprised of Sir Hildebrand's 
unnatural intention ; and still she could 
not summon resolution to become herself 
their informer. She hoped that Fabian 
would impart Valentine's danger to his 
father, and consult with him on the steps 
proper to be taken for his protection; 
still she feared that Fabian might but be 
half the friend of Valentine, and might 
forbear to make this communication to Sir 
Sigismund ; and the point on which she 
rested her. apprehension was the previous 
knowledge that it appeared^ from the 
conversation which had on the preceding 
evening been overheard between them, 
that Fabian had possessed himself of Sir 

K 5 Hildebrand's 
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Hildebrand's intention ;/ thus if he had 
hitherto concealed his acquaintance with 
it, there appeared a fear of the same mo- 
tive which had induced him to conceal it, 
impelling him to retain it still a secret 
within his own breast. 

From a closet which communicated with 
the apartment contiguous to her bed- 
chamber, an easy flight of steps led to a 
door which opened upon the terrace, and 
cf which Lord Fitzroy had informed her 
that she could at titiy time avail herself for 
taking the air, when it was her pleasure to 
do so. The sunbeams shot an enlivening 
ray between the curtains of her bed, and 
rising and dressing herself, she resolved to 
go down to the terrace, and taste the re- 
freshing breeze of morning, till the family 
should assemble at breakfast. 

On reaching the terrace, the first object 
upon which she turned her eyes was the 
tower, some part of which she supposed 
Valentine to occupy; but its windows were 
all so narrow, and raised so many feet above 

the 
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the level of the groand, that she was uot 
able to distinguish any object through 
them. She next directed her sight towards 
the park. Beneath a cluster of umbrage- 
ous and niajestic oaks, she beheld a group 
of figures, which gave a peculiar animation 
to the scene w it consisted of several domes- 
tics oT the castle, some of whom were 
attending upon horses already caparisoned 
for the chace, others employed in giving 
spirit to the hawks which were destined to 
fly that day, and some reclining on the 
ground at the foot of the trees. 

From these preparations she concluded 
that Lord Fkzroy was going out ; and as 
she proceeded along the tetrace, in her 
circuit of the castle, she perceived him 
and Sir Hildebrand crossing a private 
bridge, which led from a postern gate on 
the eastern side of the edifice into the 
park. 

She observed that Lord Fitzroy saw her, 
and fearing that she might prove a restraint 
upon his departure, she turned from him, 

and 
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and continued her walk m an opposite tli- 
rection. In the course of a few minutes 
she beheld Sir Hildebrand, attended only 
b)[ his servants, galloping towards a gate 
in the park wall, which opened npon the 
country, and almost directly after she 
beard footsteps following Ii^r upon the 
terrace* Before scarcely a moment was 
given her for reflection upon whom the 
person might be, Lord Fitzroy was by her 
side. 

After the usual salutations of the morn- 
ing, Eleonora said — " From the prepara- 
tions which I just now beheld in the park, 
I guessed that you had been going to fly 
your hawks' this morning, my Lord." 

^' It was my intention half an hour ago, 
fair lady," he replied, " but I am nature's 
debtor for a power of distinction between 
pleasures; and have sufficient taste to pre- 
fer a moment spent in the society of a 
rational and loyely being like yourself, to 
a day passed in the most successful pursuit 
after game." 

Eleonora 
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EleoDora did not reply* 

After a short paase. Lord Fitzroy- pro- 
ceeded thus: — "The present is the first 
opportunity which has offered itself to aie 
for expressing to you the pride, the de- 
h'glit, with which the honour. that you have 
conferred on me, in becoming my guest, 
animateis my heart — I said truly, of ex- 
pressing them to you — for you must have 
beheld them beaming in my eye — it could 
not be so faithless to my heart, as to re- 
port it otherwise than fiHed with your idea 
— we unmarried men. Lady, know not 
how to be sufficiently grateftil for the 
honour of tenanting fair beings like 
yourself." 

'* The courteous aflability with which 
Lord Fitzroy fills the character of host, I 
should think would never leave him with- 
out willing and grateful guests," replied 
Eleonora. 

« 

" But how coolly do we look back to 
the recollection of those who had only 
claims upon our approbation, when we 

contemplate 
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contemplate a superior being who excites 

oar adoration ! " exdaimed Lord Fitzroy : 

• 

^^ this novelty of sensation, yon, exquisite 
and angelic Eleohora, have commanicated 
to my feeliug8-**yoar presence dresses, in 
the smile of gftiety, even these dreary walls 
— yonr form^ gliding over the verdant 
lawn, converts the scene into Elysiom— * 
your idea, penetrating my hearty lifts me 
beyond the glory and the bliss of mortals.'* 

'/. Yon are an accomplished conrtier, my 
Lord,'" replied Eleonora, with a faint smile, 
*^ I, a simple maid, nnaccnstomed to the 
voice of flattery ; and yon address me in a 
language which I know not how to answer 
or to listen to — were not my heart at this 
moment the prey that .it is to affliction, I 
might perhaps grow vain dpon yonr praise 
— where grief presides, it is an unlimited 
usurper of the miud.** 

'^O make it my most delightful task to 
lighten your griefs, by sharing them with 
you/' returned I^ord Henry; *' make your 
feelings mine — constitute it my right to 

divide 
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divide with you eacji pang — give me the 
authority of a friend, a lover — of a hus- 
band." 

Infinite surprise seized upon lEIeonora ; 
for although the iattentious of Lord Henry 
to her had been marked and unceasing, a 
declaration of this nature from his lips wa)i 
most unexpected ; her voice faltered as 
she attempted to reply, and the colour 
fled from her cheeks. Lord Fitzroy ob- 
served her agitation, and was again pre* 
paring to speak, when the sudden report of 
a pistol caused them both to turn hastily 
round. 

They perceived Fabian leaning over the 
rampart wall, with the tube which he had 
discharged in his hand. 

" How now I'Vexclaimed Lord Fitzroy j 
*' what's the matter?" 

"Nothing, my Lord," replied F'abian, 
"only it is a long while since T fired this 
pistol, and I wished to ascertain whether 
it were in proper order for use." 

"For 
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^^ For what purpose then are yoa going 
to use it ? " said Lord Fitzroy. - 

^' Not for any purpose that I know of 
my Lord/' answered Fabian, and tucking 
the pistol into his girdle, he moved away. 

*^ He intends it/* whispered the heart of 
EleoBora, " to defend Valentine from the 
diabolical intentions of Sir Hildebrand ;'' 
and she could with ditBculty restrain herself 
from breathing aloud a prayer for the.stic* 
cess of his endeavours. 

The recollection of Valentine and his 
misfortunes superseded in the mind of 
Eleonora Lord Henry's declaration of his 
passion ; and she felt irresolute whether 
or not to communicate to hiin the fears 
which she entertained for the poor sufferer's 
fate. 

Lord Fitzroy observed her to be lost in 
thought ; and judging that the subject most 
interesting to his own feelings was occu- 
pying her mind, he fixed his regards upon 
her in the most eloquent silence — ^they re- 
called 
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called her to a recollection of the subject 
upon which he had been addressing her ; 
and she was preparing to reply a negative 
to his hopes^ when Saint Ethelbert and 
Lady Blunt appeared upon the terrace. 

Although they were at some distance 
from her, their presence checked her ut- 
terance, and she quickened her steps to 
meet them. — "Eleonora," said Lord Fitz- 
roy, tenderly, *'Eleonora, will you not 
deign to reply to my petition, ere you quit 
me r 

^^My Lord,*' replied Eleonora, "I en- 
treat you not to entertain any hopes of the 
nature of which you have been speaking 
—they cannot be realized." . 

During the interchange of these sen- 
tences, the father and Lady Blunt had ap- 
proached so near to them, that if Lord 
Fitzroy had spoken again, they must have 
overheard his words ; he accordingly re- 
mained reluctantly silent; and afew minutes 
after they all entered the castle together. 
. When breakfast was ended, Eleonord re- 
tired 
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tired to her own apartnii^nt. The profes-^ 
sioD of his love which Ldrd Heury Fitz* 
roy had that momitig made to her, pror 
duced a veirj different sensation in. her 

mind to what Sir Hildebrand Blnnt*s deck- 

• 

ration to the same effect bad done* From 
the affection of Lord Henry, she had oooe 
of that persecutioa and freedom of con- 
duct to dr^ad, with which. the>wi9d passion 
of Sir Hildebrand threatened her. The 
love of Lord Henry, she considered, would 
only lead him to prove his affectidn by 
acts of kindness and friendship ; whilst she 
dreaded to reflect on .the mea&ures which 
the savage Sir Hilddbrand might pursue, 
in order to revenge himself on her for her 
neglect of his suit. , 

As she wandered near the windows of 
her apartment, a brilliant light caught her 
eyC) and on looking out sho ffferceixved 
that it was produced by the beaibs of the 
sun, which were reflected en the pikes of 
a body of men in the park, who appeared 
to be engaged in some military exercise ; 

and 
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and who, by moving their weapons rapidly 
about, p'rodnced those sdntillatii^s, one 
of which had attracted her attention. 

She bbserVI»d that they' were aboqt a 
hundred in number, and that they were 
habited in the same dress which dtstin^ 
gtlished Lord Pitzroy'& guards, who had 
received them -at the drawbridge, on the 
evening of their arrival at the castle. The 
similitude of their habits^ which were of a 
light grey cloth, edged with= blatck fur, gave 
them £L picturesque appearance ; and the 
perfectness with which they ^ performed 
their evolutions, detained ^leo'nora^ to 
whom a sight of this kind Was new, for a 
considerable time their observer. 

I^he was merely acquainted, that every 
nobleman of high rank had* a proi^tion 
for his property, under his command, in 
the persons of his vassals; but she had 
never before been the inmate of any rei 
sidence of sufficient importance to have 
beheld a scene of this nature. 
*As she continued fb gaze, voices on the 

y ramparts 
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rampaits drew b^r attention from the sol- 
diery, and she beheld Lord Fitzroy in close 
conversation with Sir Sigismond Blnnt; 
tbey were standing npon one of the pro- 
jecting points of the fortifications, and ap- 
peared to be occupied in examining their 
strength and situation. By their side stood 
a man, who, by his dress, seemed to' be 
one of the leaders of Lord Fitzroy's vassals ; 
at intervals Sir Sigismund and Lord Henry 
both addressed him ; and he appeared to 
be employed in noting down their rem^ks, 
for Eleonora observed him to write upon 
a scroll, which he carried in his hand. 

After a time they disappeared from her 
sight, seeming to descend to th^ lower 
range of fortifications, which spread along 
the plain below. The pikemen had now 
also concluded their exercise, and return- 
ing towards the drawbridge, were no 
longer visible to her. The next . moving 
objects which she beheld were Sir Hilde- 
brand and his attendants re-entering the 
park. He had not proceeded far into it; 

ere 
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ere he vaulted from his horse, and par- 
sued his way on foot : as he advanced near 
the ramparts, she observed him to tura 
oat of his path, as if with the intention of 
approaching some one whom he had sad* 
denly beheld; and in a few moments she 
saw him joined by Lord Henry Fitzroy, 
whom Sir Sigismand had now qnitted; 
and althongh not heard by Eleonora, their 
conversation mast not pass unreported. 

"Well," cried Sir Hildebrand, "we 
have had a noble day^s sport — yoa resign- 
ed the pleasures of the chase to enjoy a 
woman's prattle— did it recompense you 
for the sacrifice?" 

"Whoever is so fortunate as to enjoy 
the conversation of Eleonora," replied 
Lord Fitzroy, "if he be not entirely de- 
void of sensibility, must consider every 
other pleasure which he relinquishes to 
obtain that happiness a gain, instead of a 
sacrifice." 

**Ay, they are all pretty pastimes in 
their way," returned Sir Hildebrand ; " and 

Eleonora 
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• • • . 

Eleonora is ondoabtedly mo;*e beautiful 
than mpat of ber sex." 

^^ Her beautiea are not confined alone 
to her person^'' rep^ed Lord H^ry ; " her 
dind is equaUy th/e seat of beauty as her 
countenance; but perhaps/' he added^ with 
a smile/ ^^that is a perfection whicl) yon 
do not valine?" 

^'Bythi^ mass!" ezclaimfsd Si^ Hilde- 
brand, ^^ a hapjisome face, anji a &ir form, 
are enough for me — I require, nothing 
more than moi:tality in. a woman.*' . 

Bqt sqrely,** returned l^ord. H^enry, 

it is no objection to a woman when she 
approaches so near to an angel as Eleonora 






(k>e&. 
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Angel!" cried Sir Hildebrai|d, with 
a langbi '^ I fancy thou could'st worship i 

her." J 

'* Which. means that you could not, I 
suppose," s^td Lord Henry* | 

" But I can love her," exclaimed Sir ^ 

Hildebrand ; " therefore have a care that 
you remain at a due distance firom your 

saint 
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saint in your worship, or yott may find 
love the hotter passion/' 

Lord Pitzroy raided his eyes without 
speaking to Sir Hildebrand? who, laugh- 
ingly,' continued— *' Well, it contents me 
mightily, that I shall have an angel for 
my bride%'* I ' 

" Your bride ! '* echoed Lord Fitzroy. 

" Aye, will she^ not be so when we are 
wed?** cried Sir Hildebrand, 

Struck to the- heart by this information. 
Lord Fitzroy ehdeavonred, but almost in 
vain, to continue the convereatioh— " I 
was not acquainted,^ be stammered out, 
" that 1 did not know that " 

^* Nd, no, likely not,^ cried Sir Hade- 
brandy interrupting him-; ^' all men do not 
know all things \ and this is one of which 
you were ignorant; — and all women do 
not tattle of tfaeir love, which jt joys me 
to find that Eleonora ' has not done, as it 
proves her passion-'^true love is ev«r 
secret.'* 

Lord Fitzroy was now unable to com- 
mand 



n 
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uiand his utterance; and Sir Hildebrand 
introduced another subject. But in the 
mind of Lord Fitzroy no idea ^ut that of 
Eleonorahad place. Strange^ incompre*- 
bensible did it appear to him^ that a female 
of her gentle and enchanting mind, should 
have fixed her afiections on a rude and 
boisterous being like Sir Hildebrand, from 
whom she could expect neither the refined 
delicacy of a lover, nor the chastened 
friendship of a husband: he knew not 
whether to believe that Sir Hildebrand had 
been altogether deceiving him, or that he 
flattered himself with the belief of what 
he wished. The torments of doubt raised 
an agonizing conflict in his mind, which 
he was unable to endure ; and he resolved 
to pursue the means of ascertaining the 
truth. 

At the approach of evening, when Eleo- 
noi*a had retired to her own apartment, a 
gentle rap upon the door called her to 
open it, and she perceived, on the outside, 
one of Lord Fitzroy's pages— ^^ My Lord," 

he 
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he said, " requests that you will honour 
him with a few minutes conversation, 
either in this apartment or in the library." 
Reluctant as Eleonora felt to the idea of 
meeting him alone, after what had passed 
between them in the morning, as she 
doubted not that it was with the intention 
of renewing the subject that he now pe- 
titioned to see her, still considering it 
impossible to return an absolute refusal 
to his request, she said — " Tell your Lord 
that I will meet him in the library." 

Lord Fitzroy received her at the door 
of the apartment, and having led her to 
a seat, he said — ^^ Will you, angelic Eleo- 
nora, pardon this intrusion upon moments 
which might perhaps be more happily 
employed ? Yes, you will pardon it ; the 
native excellence of your heart will lead 
you to derive satisfaction from the po'wer 
which you possess of calming the anxieties 
of a fellow-being." He paused, and as 
Eleonora did not reply, he continued 
thus: — ** Do I deceive myself, wh^n I 

VOL. II. L entertain 
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entertain th(^ id^ft that yon were pot oftead^ 
e4 by tbe ad4res3 whicli th^ fervor of my 
feeling thiB moniiog prompted me to 
make to you?** 

'^ O06nded ! it ia impossible that I should 
have been, my l* ord,** rq>lied Cleonor^ ; 
" I must ever consider myself b<ynQW<^ 
by the profession which you have mod^ to 
me. ' 

Honoured, fair ladyi** he r^tunsedy 
is a term most cold and unsati9factory, 
when applied to tbe ardor with which my 
heart burns towards you- Biit ^ince you 
avow that I have not oflPeqded you^ convert 
the negative happiness, which yon in this 
declaratioa bestow on me, lAto absolute 
joy, by adding to it a hope for the aqcom-* 
pli^hment of the most exalted wi^h c^ my 
soul" 

" Were I to encourage such a hope^ my 
Lord,** replied Eleonora, ^^ I should cease 
to Qsteem myself, for being guilty of au 
act of deceit towards you, to whom my 
most grateful and honourable conduct is 

alone 
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alone dae****a8 my friend^ there is no one 
to whcMn it can grant me either superior 
joy or pridC) to be allowed to name by 
that valued title, than Lord Henry Fitz- 
roy. 

^* Your candour delights me,** answered 
Lord Henry, ^^as it assures me of your 
esteem*-*eqiially it afflicts nte, in the evi- 
dence which it bears to my fears, that 
your heart is not at your own disposal. 
O bad it pleased Heaven to have made me 
the chosen, blissful being, who had ad- 
dressed himself to your ungained affec- 
tions!** As he uttered these words be 
rose, and wandered about the library, 
overcome by the violence of his feelings. 
After a few moments of silence — "O 
enviable Sir Hildebrand !** burst from bis 
lips. 

^*Sir Hildebrand, my Lord!'' echoed 
Eleonora. 

Yes, adored Lady," he exclaimed; 

is he not an object of envy to me, when 
he possesses your love?'' 

l2 "Ere 
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^* Ere Eleonora could reply, the door of: . 
the apartment was opened, and one of 
Lord Fitzroy's sqnires appearing, said — ^, 
" Some strangers, my Lord, at the foot of 
the drawbridge, demand to see yon.** 

^' Who are they ? '* asked Lord Fitzroy. 

^^ I have already said, my Lord, that 
they are strangers," was the only reply. 

^* What their number ?" the subsequent 
demand. 

^' Not more than six or seven," returned 
the squire. 

^^ Admit them into the castle, and say 
that I attend them presently," said Lord 
Henry. 

The squire retired with his message. 

Lord Fitzroy immediately turned to 
Eleonora, and said ^^You appeared sur- 
prised when I mentioned Sir Hildebrand." 

"Could I be otherwise, my Lord," re- 
plied Eleonora, ^*when you united his 
name with my affections?" 

" Pardon me, I entreat you," he returned, 
*^ mine was not a willing offence — I have 

been 
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'beeii misled in what I said — Sir Hilde- 
brand himself is my authority." 

^'Sir Hildebraqd has then been guilty 
of a most unpardonable error," answered 
Eleonora. " O my Lord," she added, 
" question yourself whether Sir Hildebrand 

can be the man who ^" and suddenly 

repenting that she had begun to draw jj^is 
distinction to one who was himself a suitor 
for her preference, she became silent. 

" O most excellent Eleonora ! " ex- 
claimed Lord Fitzroy, " my heart revolted 
at the declaration which he made, and 
it was a true prophet. But, alas! this 
conviction is of little avail to my happi- 
ness — ^there still exists one who rivals me 
in you esteem." 

Again the door of the library was 
opened, and another messenger entering, 
said, — **The strangers are impatient for 
your coming, my Lord." 

"Have they been introduced into the 
castle, as I commanded?" inquired Lord 
Fitzroy. 

" They 
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" They have entered the coart-yard, my 
Lord,** was the reply; ^^but they re^e to 
proceed farther till they have seen yon — 
three of them wear their helmets barred ; 
and these are most impatient for your 
coming/' 

^^ I will be. with them instantly,** said 
Lord Fitzroy, and the messenger retired* 

Once more Lord Fitzroy addressed 
Eleonora— *^^ I cannot qok yb«, beWed 
Eleonora, without knowing my doom-^if 
not Sir Hildebrand's, there still exists in 
your heart the image of some pr^rred 
being which excludestheprobability of mine 
being admitted there-^s it not dius? Oh 
yes I too surely your eloquent silence ex- 
plains the wretched truth — ~** 

A third time the docH* was opened^ and 
the messenger approaching Lord Fitzroy, 
said— ^^ One of the strangers^ my Loird, 
sends you this ring«** 

''Great God!** exclaimed Lcrd Fitzroy, 
as be fixed his eyes upon it, '' can It be 

possible that he *' He checked him- 

sel^ 
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self, and waving bis band to the messenger 
to leave the apartn^ent, turned towards 
Eleonora, and said — " Whatever my fate, 
lovely maid, may thine be happiness-*- 
Fitzroy will ever be thy friend.** 

He then qnittdd the library," and Eleo- 
nora retired to her chamber. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. IX. 

" For here have been 
Some six or seven, who did hide their faces 
Even firom darkness." 

Shakespeare* 



** What great ones do, the less will prattle of." 

The Twelfth Night, 

At the supper-table Eleonora was joined 
by Lady Blunt only. — ^'I sbould not have 
partaken of this meal, my love/' she 8aid> 
" but that I knew you would else be con- 
strained to pass the hour alone, as Father 
Saint Ethelbeit has retired, according to 
his usual custom in an evening, to his own. 
apartment, and Lord Fitzroy and Sir Si- 
gismund are engaged with some guests who 
are just arrived — strangers they are called 

in 
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in the castle ; and so indeed they appeai*, 
but they are not strangers to us — one of 
them,^ in particular, far the reverse.** . 

Fearful of appearing too curious, if she 
advanced any question relative to these 
mysterious personages, Eleonora forbore 
to comment on Lady Blnnt*s words. 

In a few moments Lady Thomasine 
spoke again—" It was my intention, Eleo- 
nora, to have passed this morning alone 
with you in your apartment, and have 
given you information of some events 
which it may yield you comfort to be 
made acquainted with; but I was not 
entirely recovered from the indisposition 
which last night oppressed me, and I did 
not feel my strength equal to the exertion 
of a long conversation ; I am not at all 
more adequate to the undertaking to-night ; 
but to-morrow I will breakfast with you in 
your closet, and give you the communica- 
tion to which 1 have been referring. The 
arrival of these strangers adds materially to 

L 5 the 
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the siun of what I was already prepared to. 
impart to you.** 

" Yon have awakened toy surpriBe^** re-» 
plied EIeonora> ^'and I shall indeed be 
very impatieot to see you in the inoiii** 
mg. 

^ Do not let my hints deprive yoo of 
any part of yonr slnmberS)"* returned L&dy 
Blast ; ^* rely on me, that what I have to 
commonicate wears at least the appear- 
ance of good, if it does not prodoce the 
reality.** 

^' O Madam,** exclaimed Eleonora, 
^^ only deign to inform me now^ whether 
this appeai-ance of good refers ta my dear 
father?- 

^^ At present not at all,** answered Lady 
Blnnt ; ^^ what events the progress of a 
chain of circnm stances may prodnce, I can-* 
not determine.** 

When the cloth had been some minntes 
removed. Lady Thomasine i^eqnested Eleo* 
nora to suffer her to retire to rest, that she 
might be the better enabled by repose to 

fulfil 
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falAl the promise for which she had pre- 
pared her^^ 4>ii the following morning. 
Eleonora accordingly attended her to the 
door of ber apartment, and then repaired 
to ber own* 

Gillian in a short time followed hef ; 
and at the first glance which Eleodora 
caught of her countenance she saw tb4t 
it was fxill of importaoit iilfonnation, 

** Well, my Lady,** she eried, **t suppose 
yoo hate beard what comical people are 
come to the castle to-night?*' 

To preTeM a repetition of the question, 
Eleonora replied in the affirmative^ 

*^ They are all shut up in the room with 
Lord Fitzroy add Sir Sigismtind,'* Gillian 
resumed ; ^not a soul is allowed to go in, 
and nobody can think what they are all 
after-^pray doi»*t tell, but Joel tried to 
get a peep through the key^bole t aud he 
says be believes it was stopped up, in orde^ 
to prevent any body from looking in, for 
it was quite imperhus to his sighw4>»t 
pray don*t tell^ my Lady, because J6el 

wonld 
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would forfeit his masters malevolence 
for ever, if it were known that he had 
done so." 

'* Indeed I think he would merit a se- 
vere reprimand for his curiosity," replied 
£leonora. 

"Why, dear me, my:Lady, who can 
help being curious ?** cried Gillian; "one 
might as well be able to help wanting to 
eat or drink, or anything else agreeable; 
as the proverb says — ^'tis bred in the bone, 
and- — ^" 

Eleonora interrupted her — ^*' Every one," 
she said, " can help attempting to gratify 
his curiosity by unfair means ; and it is 
his duty to practise such forbearance." 

Unable to restrain her inclination for 
telling all she knew, Gillian continued 
thu^ — "Would you believe it, my Lady, 
that Dorothy, who caught a peep at them 
as they crossed the drawbridge, says, that 
three of them had bits of iron, for all the 
. world like the ribs of a gridiron, cross and 
cross^ and cross again,. before their faces?" 

Eleonora 
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£leonora explained to her that those 
were called the bars of the helmet. 

^^ Well, who they can be, without they 
are Spanish ambassadors,'' rejoined Gil- 
lian, " none of the servants can thmk." 

^^ Spanish ambassadors!" cried Eleonora, 
with something more than a smile. 

" Why I assure you, my Lady,*' rejoin* 
ed Gillian, ^^it has been whispered about 
some time in the castle as a very great 
secret indeed, that his lordship intends to 
take Spain." 

Gillian's observations now became too 
ridiculous in the opinion of £leonora, to 
be any longer listened to, and she accord- 
ingly dismissed her for the night. Gillian 
read her thoughts in her countenance, and 
as she departed, said — "Well, indeed I 
assure you, whatever you may think, my 
Lady, it is true, for aU the fortifications, 
all about the castle, are going to be re- 
paired on purpose." 

Notwithstanding the numerous ideas 
which were crowding upon the inind of 

Eleonora, 



SdO THB UKKKOWN. 

EHetmora, shecoold not forbeftr watdtling 
some tine frooi ber wittdow» whether any 
one paas^d along the teri*ace to the tdti^er 
of which Valentine waa an inhabitant; hot 
not a footstep broke the lilenee of the 
night* 

At tbd honr od the foHowiag mamhig, 
at which Ijady Blant had cKrected Eleo- 
Bora to expect her^ she entered her apaitr 
uent. As soon to they were * left alone, 
l^e former b^an to- open tibe snli^ect npo% 
which she had already awakenedEileono#a*6 
cnrioshy^'^^^ i ha?e a long tale to rekte 
to yon, my love," she said^ ^ and t tm^ 
that it will not alone repay yonr attention, • 
by commnnicating to yom* heart a prospect 
of future joy, bot that it will alike impart 
to yoor mind a material satisfaction, by 
displaying to yon how implicit a confix 
dence n placed in you, by the friendb 
amongst whom you are here livings when 
they permit me to acquaint yon widi trana- 
actions which are at present to al( but 
themselves involved in the darkest se- 
crecy. 
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crecy. In tbeae friattdft, I refer to Sir 
SigismiiiMl and LcM-d Fitairoy ; fw tbey 
are the persiooA who, with the deaire of 
alleviating your, aonrows^ permit this wer 
ciial to be laid before yon/* 

^^ I siii8t cease to feel at alV replied 
Eleonora, ^' when I cease to firel gratitude 
for SQcfa generous protectors.** 

^^ There is a softer passion, which would 
prove an infinitely more delightfial recom- 
pence to one of tbem^ my love," retim- 
ed Lady BInnt, tenderly :. ^* yon mnst 
sorely have read Lord Fitzroy's soiol iti his 
eyes, if the oonfesston has not already 
been made to yon from his lipa-^I think 
yonr looks imply that it already bas»" 

Eleonora answered faintly in the affirma- 
tive. 

^^ Perhaps, my love,** rejoined Lady 
Thomasine, ^yom consider that the de* 
claration of bis passion was attended by 
too Uttle preparation — that its mvlBre was 
too hasty for it to^ bear to yotir heart the 
impression which it was desired lo convey 

—It 
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-*— it h my wish to explain to you, that 
the motive of its being so was of the most 
noble and disinterested kind. Lord Fitz- 
roy believes that it will shortly be in his 
power to serve the canse of your father ; 
impressed with this idea, he considered 
that if he were indeed enabled to do so, 
and were then to ask your hand, that his 
request wbnld appear a tax upon the ser- 
vice which he had rendered yod, and that 
you might be impelled by gratitude to 
make him that grant, to which love would 
not have urged you. In order, therefore, 
to obviate even the appearance of com- 
pulsion, he resolved to offer you his hand, 
before you were made acquainted with 
the depending contingencies, that if your 
election fell on him, it might be for him- 
self alone." 

^' Kind, noble, generous man!'" ex- 
claimed Eleonora ; ^' but, O tell me, my 
dear Madam, what are the contingencies 
which relate to my unfortunate father ? " 

^^ Grant me yet one instant ere I pro- 
ceed 
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ceed to my relation/' answered Lady 
Blant : " truly is Lord Fitzroy deserving 
of the epithets which you bestow on him ; 
and it joys me sincerely to hear you pro- 
nounce them thus fervently, as I augur 
from thence your disposition towards his 
happiness and your own/' 

Eleonora's head fell upon her bosom — 
she was unable to reply. 

^^ How ! " exclaimed La4y Blunt ; ^* can 
it be possible that you are sensible of his 
excellent qualities^ and still hesitate to ally 
yourself with him who possesses them ?— - 
confide to me the secrets of your heart — 
I represent ypur mother now ; and will 
not judge or advise you less tenderly than 
she would' do." 

^' I must not, cannot confide them to 
any one/' replied Eleonora. 

" My child/' returned Lady Blunt, " if 
you have formed a choice, has - not your 
father's approbation sanctioned it ?" 

^^ No, no/' falteringly pronounced £3eo^ 
nora. 

'' I doubt 
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^' I doobt not the goodness of your 
heart,** replied Ladj Blaiit; " I doabt not 
that it is yirtue, and those alone who pos*- 
sess it) that have power to charm yoar 
mind ; bat, my lore^ yoa are yonng, very 
young, to have decided for youraelf, with- 
out the advice of parents or of friends^ O 
beware that no rash step leads yon into a 
conduct which may embitter the fntwe 
years of your ^e." 

The tears forced themselves into the 
eyes of Eleonora ; with difficulty she pro- 
nounced — ^^ I will do nothing rashly^ in- 
deed I will not*-*sensible as I am of Lord 
Fitzroy*s ezcdlence, I cannot obliterate 
from my memory one also amiable, and 
cherished in my heart, long e^e he was 
known to me«^pray spare me upon this 
subject — I am just now very unequal to 
it.** 

Lady Blunt was moved by EleoHora's 
tears into compliance with her request; 
and, after a short pause, she entered upon 
her promised narrative. She opened h^ 

relation. 
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relation, by stating to Eleonora those 
facts with which o«ir readers are already 
acquainted^ concerning the histories of 
Lord Fitzroy and Sir Sigian^nnd, previously 
to the time at which Eleooora's knowledge 
of them had commenced ; lience she pro- 
ceeded to recount the events by which Lord 
Fitzroy had become possessed of Frara- 
lingham Castle ; and painted, in the most 
vivid colours, the hatred borne him by 
Queen Mary, and the insults which he 
had received from her* Having thus far 
deduced her account. Lady Bldnt continued, 
speaking in these words<^*«^^ You cannot 
be tarprised that one who feels himself 
the son of a king, and who knows himself 
to have been not only the pride of his 
father^s heart, but the idol of his aflections, 
should receive the severest irritation at 
being regarded not only in an inferior, but 
even in a disgraceful light, by a child of 
die same parent; and one who, being 
placed upon her father's throne, so peimlial^ 
ly enjoys the power of healing, instead of 

provoking 
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provoking the smart which raqkies in some 
degree in the heart of every man, however 
great bis rank, who is conscious of 
illegitimate birth. 

-^ The generous sjririt of Lord Fitzroy 
had long since resolved him to pass over 
in silehce and contempt, every afiront of 
a private nature which the illiberality of 
her mind might tempt the Queeni to ofier 
him ; but having now strengthened her- 
self upon her throne, and being no longer 
timid, as she was upon her first accession . 
to it, of alienating from her those who 
profess the religion of which she espouses 
the cause, she has lately added to these, 
insults of a public kind, which he consi- 
ders it impossible for him so easily to 
forgive. 

"At the celebration of her late nuptials 
with the King of Spain, Loixl Henry • 
Fitzroy was the only man of distinction in 
the realm, (with the exception of Sir 
Sigismund, who, as the husband of Lord 
Henry « mother, bis guardia^i) and his firm 

adherent. 
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adherent^ shares equally with himself the 
contumely of the Queen)^ .who was not 
invited to join in the festivities which 
graced the day ; and to the privy council, 
which was shortly after convened. Lord 
Henry was for the first time omitted to be 
called. 

** These indignities severely aflected the 
mind of Lord Henry ; he apprehended that 
they might be followed by an attempt to 
deprive him of his dukedom, or even to 
despoil him of his possessions; and he 
immediately applied himself to the train- 
ing of his vassals to arms, and to the re- 
pairing of the fortifications of his castle ; 
but till within a few weeks past, he en- 
tertained no offensive ideas in making 
these preparations. He caused them to 
be effected solely for the purpose of the 
better enabling him to protect bis rights 
from innovation^ and to defend his own 
person, in case a hostile hand should be 
raised against either of them. 

** By Sir Thomas Stafford, and by various 

, relatives 
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relatives of the late Duke of SirfPolk^ and 
of Lord Hevy Gney^ whodi Mary had 
caused to be beheaded, all of whom. m^re. , 
alike with Lord Henry Fitzroy, snfe-ing 
under her enmity, he was pressed to stir 
an insurrection; in which they offered 
themselves to him as his adherents, ad-^ 
judging the command to him: bnt he 
merely replied-—* In gratitude tB^ the me- 
mory of my father, I will defend myself 
from dishonour, and those -possessions, 
which it has he^n his good will to invest 
me with, from invasion, to t}ie last drop of 
my blood; but I will not seek a quarrel 
with one of his children.' 

*' In this state, my love, were afiiiirs at 
the period at which yon first became ac- 
quatnted with Lord Fitzroy ; it is nnneces^ 
sary for me to repeat to you the sympa* 
thy with which your sorrows filled his 
heart, the admiration with which your per- 
son inspired his breast. On his quitting 
Castle Gower, and returning tb his own 
residence, your idea was the companion of 

every 
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.QY^ry moment; ^nd hebegao seriacwly to 
bi^lftOce in bi9 own mindy wbether an ex*- 
Qitioo of bk power, qjf^ited with those ad** 
berents wbo bad already offered themttWe* 
to bim, might ftot he made the ftieans of 
reatc&riQg your* father to liberty, and you 
to happiness*'* 

** Could the restoro^tion of my fether, 
whose religious prineiples are so opposite 
to bis own, be indeed the wish of Lord 
Fitzroy?" e^^claimed Eleonora. 

"You deceive yonrfielf, my dear child/' 
replied Lady Blunt, " if yon believe the 
love qX persecnting the members of oppo^ 
site sects to their own, to be the general 
cbari^cteristlc of those who profess the 
religion of the Church of Rome. There 
are bigots to all persnasions; there are, 
amidst the professors of every faith, men 
of cruel and unitteling minds, who serve 
their own interests under the cloke of re* 
ligiont and draw an evil name upon the 
cause which they espouse. Some of these 
have lately reared their heads amidst the 

pillars 
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pillars of our church ; and their furious 
principlcb^ instead of promoting conver- 
sion to the opinions of their (kith> which 
milder measures might have effected^ have 
cast upon it obloquy and' hatred. But 
from these individuals you mast, not judge * 
the sect of which they are members — the 
truly Christian Roman Catholic laments 
the horrors acted by , a Gardiner and ' a 
Mary, m tnily and as piously as a profes- 
sor of the Protestant church can do. By 
a crime even in a good cause, will no man 
ascend to Heaven. The true Christian de- 
sires the salvation of all his fellow- beings, 
and believes his Creator equally attentive 
to the prayers of an upright heart, from 
whatever sect they proceed." 

Lady Blunt marked herself with the sign 
of the cpossj as a silent attestation, that 
in the exercise of the prindples which she 
was then professing, she entertained the 
consolatory hope of being eternally pre- 
served through the means of him, who for 
the sake of man had suffered upon it ; and, 

after 
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after a few moments pause^ she proceeded 
thos: — '* Whilst Lord Fitzroy was thus 
irresolute in his ideas^ he received a com- 
munication of a most important nature^ 
from one by whom he was almost as 
much surprised at being addressed^ as by 
the information which his epistle contained. 
This person was one whose name and his- 
tory both, I doubt not that you have heard 
— Sir Percival Crodolphin." 

Eleonora replied, by giving Lady Blunt 
an account of the fruitless search which 
had been made for him in Worcester Cas- 
tle by the royal guards, to which she added 
— "That after their departure she had 
been much surprised when informed who 
ha4 been the object of their pursuit, as 
she had heard it frequently asserted, that 
Godolphin had paid the forfeit of his mis- 
deeds on a scaffold* 

No, my love," returned Lady Blunt, 

Sir Percival Godolphin contrived to effect 
his escape from the tower; and a confiden- 
tial servant of his own, who was, I believe 
VOL. II. M ^ unjustly. 






242 THE UNKNOWN. 

unjustly, suspected of having been privy 
to his flight,, sufiered the punishment 
which he had been doomed to undergo. 
A most diligent search has since been 
making after him in all parts of the king- 
dom, but he has einded bis pursuers." 

** Where is he now ?" asked Eleonora.. 
, " In this very castle,** replied Lady 
Blunt ; ^' he is one of the supposed stran- 
gers who arrived here last niglit* Gbdol- 
pbin is by marriage my nephew ; I cannot 
therefore but rejoice in his safety, on ac- 
count of her with whom he is united: but 
oh! rejoice weakly expresses the delight, 
the rapture, with which, on your account, 
on that of Lord Fitzroy, on that of as 
all, I beheld the existence of one, whom 
he bHngs with him — O bless him. Hea- 
ven I prosper his restoration to tbe royal 
sceptre ! " 

"To the royal sceptre!** echoed ^leo- 
nora; "of whom, my dearest Madam, 
can you be speaking^?''Ti'^^ i .;.«.<»?;' 

" Prepare* yoW Ji^it^to baect- ftitfefelif 

n .' J -Y joy 
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joy that is about to rush into it," Veturnt^d 
Lady Blunt. *^ O Eleonora, the royal 
£dward lives!" 

'^ The king !" exclaimed Eleonora ; ** is 
it possible that you can mean the king?" 

" O silence, silence, my dearest child," 
cried Lady Thomasine j ^^ no ear must hear 
a breath of this — no heart catch a suspi- 
cion of it — yes, yes, it is the king ! that 
king, whose noble heart never shrunk from 
hailing his father's son by the title of bro- 
ther — blessings, blessings on his name I" 

" O may the interposing hand of Pro- 
vidence stretch *itself ont to aid the cause 
of those who struggle to replace him on 
the throne of England!" exclaimed Eleo- 
nora. " In what accents of delight, of 
praise, of love, have I heard my revered 
father name this vouthful monarch ! O 
could he be apprised of his existence — of 
the possibility of his being restored to 
his rights, beneath the gentle rule of his 
sovereignty! — But I interrupt you — you 

are 
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are going to relate to me the particulars of 
this apparent miracle.** 

To this relation Lady Blant immediately 
proceeded ; but ure we listen to it^ it is 
necessary, for the more clearly compre- 
hending its intricacies, that we should 
know something of Godolphin, and his 
adventurous exploits* 
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